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he AUDI Q7 CROSSES th 
PERILOUS ICE FIELDS 


The all-new, up to 325kg lighter Audi Q7. The Legend continues. 
Discover more, search "Audi Legend' 


Official fueL consumption figures for the Q7 range in mpg (I/lOOkm) from: Urban 42.2 (6,7) - 44.8 (6.3), 

test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Range of figures stated reflect options! downgrade from the standard 13 M alloy wheel to IB* wheel, Other optional wheels may also affect 



Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 



Extra Urban 47,1 (6,0) - 53.3 (5.3), Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 49.6 (5.7), CO2 emissions 163 - 148g/km.s^r.d Sf dEu 

emission sand fuel consumption figures. Image shown features optional alloy wheels. Car used for illustrative purposes only. The 325kg weight reduction refers to the 5seat Audi Q7, 240kg reduction on the 7 seat Audi Q7. 



GO WITH YOUR GUT. 

THE NEW MINI CLUBMAN. 

ARRIVES 31 OCTOBER. 

Lei instinct guide you to a sophisticated new kind of MINI, with sleek lines, ingenious 
features and MINI Navigation System as standard. The new MINI Clubman has space for 
five and a range of advanced TwinPower Turbo petrol and diesel engines, as powerful as 
the urge to drive it 

For more information and to book a test drive visit mini.co.uk/clubman 



Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Clubman Range: Urban 35,3-60.1 mpg (8-4.7 l/100km). Extra Urban 
52.3-76.3 mpg (5.4-3.7l/100km). Combined 44.8-68.9 mpg (6.3-4.1 l/100km).C0j Emissions 147-1 09 g/km. Figures may vary depending 
on driving style and conditions. 
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Vauxhall's plans for GT revealed 


We go on the pull to name the 2015 Tow car of the Year 
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First drive verdict on 
Subaru's new Levorg 


SUBARU is pitching the new 
Levorg against the Ukes of the 
Mazda 6 Tourer and Volvo 
V6D, and this week we'll drive 
it in the UK for the first time. 

The Levorg sticks to Subaru’s 
rugged roots and comes fitted 
as standard with symmetrical 
ail-wheel drive. It also features 
a new 16Sbhp 1.6 lit Fe boxer 
petrol engine, paired with a 
CVT automatic transmission. 

Has Subaru created a 
winner? Log on to our website 
to read our definitive verdict. 

Fbr more visit 
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Fall in. love uiith 
driving again. 


And become 


more attractive. 



Uiell, one out of 
two isn’t bad. 



TOYOTA 


ALWAYS A 

BETTER WAY 



auris hybrid 


TOYOTA 

HYSRiD 



New Auris Hybrid Range Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km)i Urban TLA 0.8) - 83.1 0.4), Extra Urban TLA 0.8* - 83.1 0AX Combined TLA 0.8) - 80.7 0.S), CQ* Emissions 
92g/km - 79g/km. The mpgandCOj figures quested ara soy reed from official EU regulated test results These ure provided fot compare tty pur|jose 5 arwim*yni^ reject your actual driving e*perience. 
S year/100.000 mile maruif acturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. 
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New Auto Express app 
now on iPhone, iPad, 
Kindle and Android 

■ Our new app lets you start reading on iOS, 
Kindle or Android phones & tablets for free 

■ Updates sent straight to your device 

■ Plus first drives, road tests and reviews, 
and exclusive video content, too 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/app 
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THE sense of anger and disappointment at the 
| VW Group following last week’s revelations of 
cheating in emissions tests will take time to subside. 
At the time of writing, the story was still evolving 
with some respected individuals rumoured to be 
losing their jobs alongside departed CEO Martin 
Winterkom (above), and revelations about precisely 
which models were affected still coming out. 

The level of a car’s emissions are an important 
part of the buying process - and of our own reviews. 
Well be waiting to see what the full picture is before 
we make a decision on reviewing the ratings we’ve 
given to affected models. But the knock-on effect to 
the rest of the car business is huge - VW has done 
the whole industry and its employees a disservice. 
And it has once again highlighted the inadequacy of 
the current emissions and mpg testing procedure. 

It’s a system that hasn’t been changed since the 
late nineties. It incorporates various stop and go 
tests to simulate the way we drive, including 
‘acceleration’ from o-3imph in 26 seconds and 
o-43mph in 41 seconds. Oh, and the tests are carried 
out at a set temperature above 20 degrees Celsius. 

Is it any wonder that the figures the tests produce 
are so out of touch with the figures we achieve day- 
to-day in our cars? I don’t know about you, but it 
certainly wasn’t above 20 degrees when I left the 
house this morning, nor did I take anywhere 
near 26 seconds to get from zero to 3omph. 

A new, more realistic testing procedure has been 
on the cards for some time now, but the arguing 
over exactly what it encompasses and how it treats 
the increasing number of plug-in vehicles goes on. 

So we’re calling on the European Commission to 
push the new procedure 
through fast. It’s got 
to be done to restore 
our trust in the car 
industry right now. 

STEVE FOWLER 

Editor-in-chief 



Tell us about your car 

Driver Power is the UK’s biggest 
motoring satisfaction survey. - "tL 

Every year we need you to tell 
us about your car. Good or bad, your 
feedback helps us tell EVERY motor manufacturer 
what YOU want... and believe us, they’re listening! 





Steve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 

@stevefowler 


Have your say... take the survey 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 
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■ We drive largest MINI ever as it moves upmarket to target VW 

■ First model from brand to be offered with eight-speed auto box 



Jonathan Burn 

Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
j | @Jonathan_burn 


fjl THE all-new Clubman is the largest car 
ill MINI has ever produced, and Auto 
Express has got behind the wheel. 

This second-generation model signifies 
the brand’s push into a more premium 
market where buyers are asking for bigger 
and better without any compromises. 

And that neatly sums up the previous 
Clubman: it wasn’t without its charm, but 
a cramped cabin, impractical bodystyle 
and hard ride rather contradicted 
everything it was designed to achieve. 

At almost 4,300mm long and 1,800mm 
wide, the all-new model is 270mm longer 
and 73mm widerthan the MINI five-door 
hatch, with 100mm added to the wheelbase. 

However, while the Clubman may have 
conformed in terms of size - now rivalling 
the VW Golf and Audi A3 - it has still gone 
about it in its own unique way. Being a 
MINI, image is one thing that’s guaranteed. 
Lots of chrome, sharp LED headlights and 
infinite personalisation options will keep 
the fashion-conscious satisfied, while inside, 
MINI has redesigned the centre console 
and added plush leather sports seats. 


Room 

The rear-hinged ‘clubdoor’ from the old 
model has been ditched in favour of two 
conventional rear doors. They make it far 
easier for passengers to get in and out now, 
especially for UK buyers - who previously 
were forced to climb out on the road rather 
than the pavement. Once inside, the size 
increase is immediately noticeable, with 
far more knee and headroom than before. 

But quirks such as the twin-door boot 
still remain. Open it and you’ll find 360 
litres of load space, which can be expanded 
to 1,250 litres by folding the rear seats flat - 
about on par with what’s on offer in a Golf. 

As well as making the car a lot more 
practical, one of MINI’S other main aims was 
to make the new Clubman the most refined 
car it has ever built. Based on the new front- 
wheel-drive architecture shared with the 
hatchbacks, the Clubman gets a completely 
unique and softer suspension set-up. It 
immediately feels more forgiving and 
compliant over rougher surfaces, in contrast 
to the skittish nature of the previous model. 

Yet, because it’s bigger and softer, you 
can feel a sharpness has been lost from its 
responses. The steering still has that MINI 
crispness to it, but it’s lighter and makes 
the car feel a tad lazier than the smaller 
hatchbacks. It’s a trait inherited from the 
old model, but the more gracious manner in 
which the new one rides sweetens the deal. 

In truth, it’s only noticeable when you 
really hurl it around. The rest of the time, the 
Clubman has the same eager and energetic 
character MINIs are famous for. The Cooper 
S we tested has the same 189bhp 2.0-litre 




SPACE 

Car is longer 
and wider than 
predecessor, 
and it shows 
inside. Normal 
doors help rear 
access, too 


Clubman's push 
upmarket is 
helped by its 
attractive and 
high-quality 
interior, but 
options are 
typically pricey 


■ DRIVEN 

MINIC 

■ New estate is larger, more 
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MINI Cooper S Clubman 

Price: £22,755 
Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl turbo 
Power: 189bhp 

Transmission: Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 7.2 seconds 

Top speed: 142mph 
Economy: 45.6mpg 
C0 2 : 144g/km 

ON SALE Now 


Top story ■ 

Essentials 


lubman goes for Golf 

practical and more premium, but does it still have enough of that MINI magic to succeed? 


turbo as the hatchback, but will still 
cover 0-62mph in just 7.2 seconds 
and reach 142mph flat out. 

The Clubman is the first MINI with the 
option of a new eight-speed auto box. It 
cuts CO 2 by lOg/km and boosts economy 
by 4mpg over our six-speed manual test car 
(144g/km and 45.6mpg), but it’s costly at 
£1,700. You’re better buying the £2,785 
Chili pack, which includes half-leather 
upholstery, MINI’S comfort access system, 
automatic air-con and LED headlights. 

1 Verdict 

THE Clubman is just the start of MINI’S push 
into more premium territory - and it could 
succeed. It’s comfortable, quirky and has 
the same exciting qualities that make MINIs 
a hit. The looks won’t appeal to everyone 
but, up against humdrum hatchbacks, the 
car’s character could give it the upper hand. 



New MINI Clubman is eager on the road, but larger size and softer suspension set-up than the hatchback models affect responses 
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■ News 


Vauxhall 6T 



Richard Ingram 

Richard_lngram@dennis.co.uk 
i I @rspjngram 


VAUXHALL looks to be back firing on all 
jIi cylinders with its new, five-star Astra 
(Page 36) and rejuvenated small car range. 
A fresh Insignia is on its way, too, and 
there are rumours of a replacement 
for the ageing Antara mid-size SUV. 

But arguably the most exciting news 
is that the brand (along with its European 
sister company, Opel) is planning a new 
two-door, 2+2 coupe called the GT- to 
rival Audi’s TT and the VW Scirocco - and 
our exclusive images show it could look. 

A source close to Vauxhall confirmed 
the car is under consideration, and that 
we’d see a concept at next year’s Geneva 
Motor Show. It’s likely that GM bosses will 
assess the model’s feasibility following 
press and public reaction to the show car. 

The new Vauxhall GT takes its inspiration 
from a previous Opel concept, first seen 
at the 1965 Frankfurt Motor Show. At 
the time, the Opel GT Experimental 
was dubbed the ‘baby Corvette’ - and 
became the first European concept 
to go into series production (below). 

However, the new GT - rumoured to 
be based on Vauxhall’s new lightweight 
Astra hatch - will use a front-wheel-drive 
set-up, alongside a range of turbocharged 
petrol and diesel engines. It’s likely to 
feature the Astra’s new 1.6-litre Whisper 
diesel, as well as an uprated version of the 
1.0-litre three-cylinder petrol. Six-speed 
manuals will be standard, with an optional, 
economy-friendly Easytronic auto for those 
wanting two pedals instead of three. 




DESIGN 

Our images 
show how new 
coupe could 
look, taking 
cues from 2013 
Monza concept, 
as well as the 
original Opel 
GT production 
car (below) 
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Range-topper 

It’s been a while since Vauxhall had a 
true coupe to top its model range. The 
last was the Monaro, on sale for just two 
years between 2004 and 2006, while the 
sleek Calibra was canned back in 1998. 

Of course, the Astra has long spawned 
three-doorvariants - like the last GTC 
- although they’ve always been more 
practical hatches than sleek coupes. 

Our images show the car’s sharp front 
end with prominent Vauxhall badge flanked 
by slim LED headlights. The design will 
also be influenced by the Monza concept 
revealed at Frankfurt two years ago - this 
car previewed what we could expect from 
Vauxhall’s next-generation models. The 
similarities can be seen in the exaggerated 
air vents, slender body and sleek profile. 

Holes in the bonnet hint at the 
turbocharged engines lurking beneath, 
while you’ll notice all the usual sporty 
creases down the flanks, with high 
haunches and a short rear overhang. 

There are some deep incisions in the 
back, with a high-placed number plate and 


"We could see the coupe 
on our roads as soon as 
2017 with a convertible 
just 12 months later" 


Stunning Vauxhal 

■ Exclusive images show new 
Astra-based two-door, called GT 


small boot spoiler. The steeply raked screen 
finishes off the sleek, coupe-like profile. 

Inside, we can expect all GM’s interior 
expertise, with a dashboard lifted straight 
from the Astra. The latest connectivity 
options should also be offered. 

If given the green light, the GT will 
mark the final piece in Vauxhall’s updated 
model range. All being well, we could see 
the new coupe on our roads as soon as 
201 7, with the possibility of a convertible 
just 12 months later. Prices are likely to be 
competitive, too, kicking off from around 
£22,000 - hitting premium 
makers like VW and Audi 
right where it hurts. 





Vauxhall GT 


News 


BATTLE 

Vauxhall would 
position car 
competitively, 
undercutting 
likes of Scirocco 
and TT with a 
starting price of 
around £22,000 


"A source close to Vauxhall confirmed the 
car is under consideration, and that we'd see 
a concept at March's Geneva Motor Show" 


I coupe has TT in sight 




T 



kia.co.uk 


Efficiency, 

turbocharged 





The New Kia cee'd with ecoTurbo engine. 

Whether you're looking for the efficiency of a 1.0 litre or the power 
of a turbo, you’ll find it in the New Kia cee'd with our ecoTurbo engine 
Where low emissions and impressive fuel economy meet a dynamic and 
thrilling performance. The new cee'd. The surprising machine. 

New Kia cee'd range from £14, 90S* 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg 0/ 100km) for New Kia cee'd ‘GT-Line 1 1.0 ecoTurbo: Urban 45.6 (6.2), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 57.6 (4.9), 

CQj emissions 1 15g/km. WPG futures are official fcU test fiqgre*fo r comparative purposes and maij not re* set real driving results *0n the road price ef £14,905 applies tQ New Kip 
cee'd T 1.4 9Sbhp 6-Speed manual model. Model shown: fttew Kia cee'd '6T-llne' 1 .0 T-GtM T 18bhp 6-speed manual EG at 120,220 OTR. 7 year / 100.000 mile manutactuer's warranty For 
full terms and exclusions visit www kia co.uk. 




Bentley's bold plans 


More coupes, convertibles and 
SUVs on the way from Bentley 


I Boss tells us brand 'isn't short of ideas' for expansion 
I Also confirms there are no plans to move away from UK 


FRESH BLOOD EXP 10 Speed 6 coupe 
starred at Geneva show in March, and this 
could be one of new breed of Bentleys 




BABY SUV? 

We revealed how 
smaller version 
of Bentayga SUV 
could look with 
our exclusive 
image in Issue 
1,368; this is one 
of the options as 
Bentley looks to 
expand its range 


Richard Ingram 

Richard_lngram@dennis.co.uk 
1 1 @rspjngram 


BENTLEY’S model range will expand 


I in the comingyears to include “more 
coupes, more SUVs and more convertibles”, 
according to the company’s sales and 
marketing boss, Kevin Rose. 

“You resist the market at your peril,” 
he said. “The important thing is if you 
go into the segment, you make a car 
that is true to your brand.” 

Speaking on the first day of the 
recent Frankfurt Motor Show - and less 
than 24 hours after the Bentayga SUV’s 
public unveiling - Rose exclusively told 
Auto Express that while the Continental GT 
ic likely to remain Bentley’s best seller, 
the brand is looking at other models 
to join the profitable product range. 

As we reveal on Page 24, Bentley boss 
Wolfgang Durheimersays a decision on 
which Bentleys we’ll see in the 
future will be made 
“within the next 12 
months”. We 


reported on a possible ‘baby Bentayga’ in 
Issue 1,369 - and published our exclusive 
image (below) - but according to Rose, 
other models are also under consideration. 

“You know some of the ideas we’ve got,” 
said Rose. “We showed the EXP 10 (above) 
at Geneva, which we’d love to bring back - 
but one thing we’re not short of is ideas.” 

Continued Rose: “I think there’s the 
possibility of all sorts. Once we’ve entered 
the [SUV] segment, and learned a bit 
more, I wouldn’t rule out other SUVs.” 

Yet Rose assured us that whatever is 
introduced won’t be far from what Bentley 
knows. It’ll be on a similarly exclusive price 
point, offering Mercedes, Porsche and Range 
Rover owners a “manageable next step”. 

Alongside speculation about new 
models, Rose insisted Bentley will remain a 
truly British brand - with no plans to move 
production from its Crewe base in Cheshire. 
“Particularly for a luxury brand, the country 
of origin is very important,” he said. 

“It would be hard to imagine a Swiss watch 
being made in Luxembourg - and for us it’s 
important that our cars are built in Crewe.” 

PAGE 24: Why Bentley is booming 


"Alongside speculation 
about new cars, sales 
and marketing chief 
insisted Bentley will 
remain a British brand" 


Consumer rights 
boost for drivers 



Garages will get one chance to fix fault under new law 


THE biggest change to consumer law officially 
comes into force from tomorrow (1 October), as 
car buyers and owners get more power to hand 
their cars back if they’re unsatisfactory. 

The Consumer Rights Act introduces the 
right for drivers to reject a vehicle within 30 
days if there’s a fault, plus gives garages just 
one attempt to fix a problem before consumers can 
take action for rejection, refund or replacement. 

Digital products are now included in consumer 
law, too, so if new software installed causes a fault 
on the system, the seller is liable for the damage it 
does. This extends to sat-navs or phone apps. 

The new Consumer Rights Act encapsulates 
the old Sale of Goods Act, too, and that will still 
be applicable to contracts made before October. 
PAGE 23: The expert’s view of the new legislation 


Shock as Vauxhall 
boss departs role 

VAUXHALL’S roll-out of the new Astra was 
disrupted last week when it emerged MD and 
chairman, Tim Tozer, had departed the firm. On 
Tuesday, the Brit had helped launch the new Astra 
(driven on Page 36) at Ellesmere Port in Cheshire. 

In a brief statement, it was announced Tozer 
was leaving to pursue a career outside General 
Motors, and that Rory Harvey, executive director 
for sales at Opel Europe, would be taking over. 



Tozer has left Vauxhall 
after just over 18 
months in job 
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Volkswagen emissions scandal 


How VW diesel scandal : 


■ Brand could face £12bn lawsuit for cheating emissions US tests ■ Global scandal over 'defeat device' ■ CEO Winterkorn replaced by Porsche boss 


Joe Finnerty 

|| Joe_Finnerty@dennis.co.uk 
n @AE_Consumer 


THE VW Group could face a £12billion 
lawsuit in the US after being caught 
cheating on diesel emissions tests, with 
further fall-out in Europe and the UK. 

The worldwide scandal, with 
Volkswagen at the centre, has rocked 
the industry and seen the top boss 
lose his job and other associated 
manufacturers become embroiled. 

Authorities in the UK have also 
announced cars will be retested to 
compare lab results with real-world 
emissions data, and there are calls for an 
EU-wide investigation into the industry. 

The EA 189 engine which was fitted 
with a “defeat device” features in more than 
11 million cars across the globe and in most 
diesels in the VW range, including the 1.6 
and 2.0-litre models. VW Group brands 
Skoda and SEAT confirmed they’d used 
the EA 189 engine in their cars, too. 

The scandal was first unearthed by 
the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) as it found engines were fitted with 
an algorithm to fool its tests. The software 
would only kick in when undergoing a 
test to record lower emissions than 
the engine actually produced. 

As a result, cars passed emissions 
limits under laboratory settings, but 
when unplugged from the testing rigs, 
the EPA claims they emit nitrogen oxides 
(NOx) up to 40 times the legal limit. 

Nearly 500,000 cars in the US sold 
between 2008 and 201 5 were the first to 
be affected, with each car facing a £24,000 
penalty for violating the US Clean Air Act. 

However, Germany’s transport minister 
Alexander Dobrindt then said the software 


used to cheat the US tests was present 
on European VW Group cars and light 
commercial vans, including 2.8 million in 
Germany. This led to VW CEO Martin 
Winterkorn resigning last week. 

Winterkorn said: “I accept responsibility 
for the irregularities. I am doing this in the 
interests of the company, even though I am 
not aware of any wrongdoing on my part. 

“This is the only way to win back trust. 

I am convinced that the VW Group and 
its team will overcome this grave crisis.” 

VW halted US sales and set aside 
£4.7billion to cover the cost of the 
scandal, but its impact could have 
wider-reaching consequences. While 
VW is adamant its newest vehicles 
meet the latest Euro 6 emissions 
regulations - where cars cannot 
exceed 0.080g of NOx per km - the 
company still lost a fifth of its value 
on the stock market. And an Auto 
Express poll suggested three quarters 
of motorists now distrust the brand. 

The industry - as well as VW - now 
faces serious questions, with the EPA 
announcing it was stepping up its testing 
for all carmakers. However, Daimler, BMW 



and Ford have all denied any suggestion 
their cars have used similar cheat methods. 

Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin 
said that the UK would lead the way in 
retesting cars to compare real-world 
emissions with lab results, and branded 
VW’s actions as “unacceptable”. 

He added: “My priority is to protect 
the public as we go through the process 
of investigating what went wrong and what 
we can do to stop it happening again in 
the future. We have called on the EU to 
conduct a Europe-wide investigation into 
whether there is evidence that cars here 
have been fitted with defeat devices. 

“In the meantime, we are taking robust 
action. The Vehicle Certification Agency 
is working with vehicle manufacturers to 
ensure that this issue is not industry wide.” 

At a board meeting late on Friday, VW 
announced Winterkorn’s replacement 
would be Porsche boss Matthias Muller. 

He said: “My most urgent task is to win 
back trust for the Volkswagen Group - 
by leaving no stone unturned and with 
maximum transparency. Volkswagen 
Group has the opportunity to emerge 
from this crisis stronger than before.” 




■OFFICIAL 



only in the US, but if UK 
tars are affected, your 
tar may be recalled or 
you could claim under 
the Sale of Goods Act. 


What it means for. 

Volkswagen 

CLEARLY, the ramifications for VW are immense. A change of 
leadership, massive fines and the prospect of an onslaught 
of lawsuits is an unappealing cocktail for starters, and the vast bills 
VW is facing will inevitably have an impact on future product plans. 

Perhaps the biggest concern at the company’s Wolfsburg HQ, 
however, will be how to regain consumer confidence. A deceit of 
this nature and extent is a huge turn-off for buyers. By acting 
decisively and transparently the firm can try to control the damage, 
but the whole sorry affair will have changed some customers’ 
perceptions permanently. And in the US, where VW is very 
much a niche player, a comeback will be particularly challenging. 

"The biggest concern at VW HQ will 
be how to regain consumer confidence" 



The motorist 


VW owners and buyers will ultimately want to know if they 
have any recourse over the purchase of their cars. The saga is 
constantly evolving and while VW faces legal proceedings and 
large fines, it’s far from clear the remedies consumers have. 

A recall is one option. If you’re in possession of an affected 
model then any work done to the cars would be free of charge. 
That is good if VW can remedy the actual emissions, but what if 
it can only remedy the software and the emissions will never be 
at the levels advertised? This could lead to claims for damages 
for fraudulent misrepresentation or for breach of the Sale of 
Goods Act 1979. It is very much a case of “watch this space”. 

"It's far from clear what remedies 
consumers have - watch this space" 


JOANNE 

LEZEMORE 

Auto Express 
legal expert 
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Volkswagen emissions scandal 




The future of diesel 


shocked the world 


FROM: Michael Phillips I have real 
doubts that the required standards 
for emissions can ever be met if 
real-world testing is introduced, 
which of course it must be. 


Lexus names price 
for new RX SUV 

LEXUS has revealed that its new RX 
SUV will start at £39,995. The BMW 
X5 rival (above) is available to order 
now, with first deliveries in January. 

That price buys the RX 200t with a 
2.0-litre petrol engine in S spec, which 
has sat-nav, DAB, dual-zone climate 
control and LED lights. SE, Luxury, F-Sport 
and Premium models are also available. 

The only other drivetrain option is 
the hybrid, which combines a 3.5-litre 
V6 petrol engine with an electric motor 
in the RX 450h. It costs from £46,995 
and produces 313bhp, yet promises 
54mpgand emits just 120g/km of CO 2 . 

Ford UK plant gets 
£ 181 m investment 

FORD is giving another boost to the UK 
car industry in the form of a £181million 
investment in its Bridgend plant. 

The site in Glamorgan is gearing up to 
build a range of new, ultra-efficient petrol 
engines that’ll reach production in 2018. 
The next Fiesta and Focus are likely to be 
among the first models to benefit. 

Around 3,400 engines are produced 
by the factory every day - one every 
24 seconds. The Welsh Assembly is 
putting up £14.7million of the funds. 


Emissions testing 


What do 
you think? 

READERS have been having their say via 
E-mail, on autoexpress.co.uk and on our 
Facebook page and Twitter feed on the 
scandal that’s rocked the car industry... 

FROM: John Lockwood It’s time for 
all the manufacturers to come clean 
on this issue. This is going to impact 
sales as no one wants to buy a car 
that does not meet standards. 

FROM: Jon Mignacca In light of this, 

I feel that VW should allow a trade-in 
credit equal to a car’s retail value 
prior to the scandal, or purchase 
the car back from the consumer. 

FROM: Andy W Nobody seems to be 
mentioning residuals. I owned a 
Rover so am aware of the issues. Sure, 
it’s different as VW hasn’t gone bust, 
but the potential costs could be huge. 

FROM: William We’ve known for 
decades how bad diesel exhaust 
emissions are. It’s time to end the 
experiment with people’s health 
and ban diesel-engined cars. 


FROM: Richard Middleton I bought 
a VW Touran diesel and emission 
test data was a factor in my decision. 

I wouldn’t have bought one if its 
emissions had been 40 times higher! 


news 
in brief 


Miiller ■ Transport Secretary says UK will lead way in real-world testing 


DOES THIS 
AFFECT ALL 
OTHER VW 
GROUP CARS? 

The engines in 
question were used 
in Skodas, Audis and 
SEATs, but as we 
went to press there 
was no indication 
they cheated too. 

ISVW 
CHEATING 
TESTS IN 
EUROPE? 

THE legal case is 
only in the US for 
now, and as we 
went to press it 
was unclear if the 
"defeat device" was 
used on EU tests. 

ARE OTHER 
CARMAKERS 
CHEATING? 

BMW, Daimler and 
Ford have denied 
using similar devices 
for emissions tests 
and there's no 
evidence other 
makers are involved. 


THE VW scandal means that the adoption of the new EU testing 
framework is even more important than ever before. 

The revelations show just how important it is to get emissions 
testing right once the dust has settled on this issue. Delivering 
accurate, real-world results is critical for consumer confidence. 
Modern emissions control technology is extremely effective 
in the real world and it is important to get that message across. 

This problem has hit the US, and we test differently in the EU so 
a global approach to testing would help. And that’s exactly what 
the World Harmonized Light Vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP) - 
which will come into force from 2017 - was designed to achieve. 

"A global approach to testing would 
help, and the WLTP will achieve this" 



CHRIS BRACE 

Deputy director of 
Powertrain and 
Vehicle Research 
Centre, Bath Uni. 


MORE than 12 million cars are sold in Europe and half are 
powered by diesel so this scandal has huge implications 
for diesel as a whole - not just in Volkswagens. 

The latest Transport & Environment report on air pollution 
from diesel vehicles found just one in 10 new diesel cars 
meets emission limits when they are driven on the road. So 
we are talking about millions of vehicles. And, all the evidence 
points to the likelihood that exactly the same thing that happened 
in the US is going on in Europe and is potentially even worse. 

The reality of the situation is staring the diesel car 
industry in the face - it needs to clean up, or die. 

"The reality of the situation is staring 
industry in face - it needs to clean up" 


JOS DINGS 

Director of 
campaign 
group 

Transport & 
Environment 



www.autoexpress.co.uk 


30 September 2015 15 




J 

When we created the all-new 
**< XC90 we started with you. 


With firet dass sealing, premium 
sound by Bowers and Wilkins, 
intuitive connectivity, intelligent power 
and even a handcrafted gearshift 
we've created this iconic SUV that's 
truly designed around you. 
We put you first; 
now we Ve come first. 


THE ALL-NEW XC9Q. 
WINNER OF AUTO EXPRESS 
CAR OF THE YEAR 
AND AUTO EXPRESS 
BEST LARGE SUV, 2015. 


BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE 

AT V0LV0CAR5X0.uk 


AWARDS 


Official fuel consumption forthe ail-new Valve XC90 in MPG(l/lQOkm) ranges hem: U rban 588 {9S)- 45.6(65), Extra Urban 40.4 (T9) ^ 553 {54) r Combined 353(8 .0)* 1 34.5 (5T), 
CQa Emissions range from 186 - 49g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended tor comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 


rj 










New Honda S2000 


Hybrid S2000 is taking shape 




■ Likely to feature 1.5 turbo 

■ Total power output of 300bhp 


Influence of new 
NS X is clear to see 
in all-new coupe 


|lj Peter Lyon 

ill HONDA’S performance car resurgence 
will kick up another gear with plans to 
introduce a successor to the S2000 in 
2018 - and our exclusive main image 
is the best hint yet at what it will look like. 

Earlier this year, we reported that an 
S2000 replacement, dubbed the ‘Baby 
NSX’, would feature a mid-mounted 
version of the Civic Type R’s 2.0-litre 
turbocharged four-cylinder engine. 

Now, according to a source close to 
Honda, pressure to adhere to stringent 
emissions regulations has forced the 
company to downsize the engine to 
a 1.5-litre turbo which, with electric 
motor assistance, is expected to 
generate around 300bhp. 

Honda is acutely aware of the 
popularity of - and the profits to be 
made from - mid-sized sports cars, 
especially in the US. Rivals such as 
the Porsche Cayman, Audi TT, BMW Z4 
and even Alfa Romeo 4C will be the 
targets when the S2000 successor 
appears in around three years. 

Design inspiration will mainly come from 
Honda’s flagship NSX, seen in the angular 
LED headlamps, wide air intakes and 
sculpted rear end of our image. And while 
the original S2000 was only available as a 
roadster, Honda is set to change direction 
and offer the successor as a coupe only. 

A price of around £50,000 is being 
targeted, and the S2000 replacement 
will go some way towards boosting 
the brand’s image in the US, Europe 
and other markets like Australia. 

“The Civic Type R is a good start, but 
the NSX will be out of reach for many. So 
Honda really needs a signature mid-engine 


"Honda is acutely aware of the 
profits to be made from mid- 
size sports cars, especially in US" 


Original S2000 was a massive hit in early 2000s, but was available as a roadster only 


sports car that does not break the 
bank and appeals to fans at the 
same time,” revealed our source. 

Another critical factor for the new 
coupe is the company’s relationship 
to Formula One. The new S2000 will 
incorporate FI technology and be 
developed in conjunction with McLaren 
and Honda’s FI programme. 

Our source explained: “When 
Honda made its last FI comeback in 
1999, it basically coincided with the 
development of the original S2000. That’s 
where you got the first-generation’s 
screaming 9, OOOrpm engine.” 


Shackles come off Suzuki's Panda 4x4 rival 


SUZUKI’S quirky new iM-4 has crept out 
into the wild well before we were expecting 
to get our first glimpse of it. 

The rugged city car crossover debuted at 
March’s Geneva Motor Show, and sources 
close to the brand told us it wouldn’t arrive 
until 2018. But as Suzuki is already testing 
thinly disguised prototypes, a production 
model could be revealed a lot sooner. 

Pitched as a rival to the Fiat Panda 
4x4, the dinky newcomer doesn’t directly 
replace the more off-road-biased Jimny, 
but instead sits alongside the Celerio 
as a more “emotional” city car choice. 

Buyers will get the option of two or four- 
wheel drive, as well as a 1.0-litre turbo or 
a naturally aspirated 1.2 petrol engine. 
Reports also suggest it could revive the 
Ignis name, axed in 2008. We expect 
prices to start from around £11,000. 



Spies caught 
iM-4 on test, 
suggesting 
it could hit 
dealers sooner 
than 2018 
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Milos Dvorak Automedia 


60 3HJ0Y 

THE NEW MG6 



REPRESENTATIVE WITH 
DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION* 

on selected models. 


The new MG6 really is an MG to shoot about It is our best MG6 yet 
at just a fraction of the price Starting from just £ 1 3,995, the all-new MG6 comes 
equipped with incredible value, LED daytime running lights, 1 6” Alloys, easy air 
conditioning and one of the largest interiors in its class as standard. There has 
never been a better time to go large, so why not test drive the new MG6 today? 


Or from £8,399, the MG3 has lots of exciting extras Including distinctive LED 
daytime running lights and U5B/AUX Input With over one million personalised 
combinations to discover, you really will get more MG for your money. 


DRIVE THE MG6 NOW 


Modal shown is MGA U £17.995. OTR prices 
from £13,995*0% APR representative 
not available on «ntry4evnl MG6 model. 


GET MORE M6 FOR YOUR MONEY. 


Go to your local dealer for 

more details and a test drive at mg.co.uk 


NEW MG6 Fuel Consumption mpg (l/l 00km): Urban: 513 (5.4), Extra Urban 683 (4.1), Combined: 6 1 A (44) 002 Emissions 1 19 g/km. 

MG3 Fuel consumption mpg (1/ 1 OOkrrVp Urbane 37.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 574 (4.9) Combined: 48.7 (5*8), C02 Emissions 136 g/km. 

aCULBI B«tadrind:On.OhtarWptt £UW tatf* MtiJ JTW ataDlfdlt^lpt] J£lXTn^bt<t 

MG* t On da nail (OTR) ptaH ndudaVW wwa ^acb fra. rtpnaen ^Mw^afdw mb 1 3 n-nrria' Wata F— DuqL ‘Trsxr” prlna iwm hUb opeura iiatak fare Ecwira ire [acbfa. •KJ imai jiln ida aa bad » blttri ELIaa ffj ra a-d 

*£■■£ no la l**4 m I 0*4* fcr iUTijaras* psjgpam ic4 n« la a**! cNMV "aklff "Cfinifctan^ W OX APR 1 4 11 11NIH ■ W U lk ar nlffud Is*. IMCJ w4 Maw mqdifc ta Onffatf MIS A mrwvi SOS art OTR prtok Ifff Ur FV*re* ty MG Franc* 

jhd BttC UK|kWeiiH|MI(HI fftitjpEi*e*i e0^n ei—Eiaiii<E MM^btifriilcfcafiprt t itf iiW ialWiWjWiwiailiflbjiBfcMjBBftfc ri e mwwnpyajrtlin 



Motoring expenses shock 


News 


MPs claim £4.3m in motoring 
expenses in past three years 


9: 


■ Shock figures cover MPs' tolls, 
parking and Congestion Charge 

Martin Saarinen 

Martin_Saarinen@dennis.co.uk 
; 1 AE_Consumer 

I BRITAIN’S Members of Parliament have 
! racked up nearly £4.3million in motoring- 
related expense claims in the past three years. 

Taxpayers have been asked to foot the bill 
for MPs’ yearly expenditure for claims such as 
parking, the London Congestion Charge and 
toll fees, plus the use of their own vehicles. 

Auto Express has calculated totals for each 
ofthe 11 regions defined by the Independent 
Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA), 
with around £1.4million claimed by MPs per 
year - an average of £130,000 per region. 

While MPs in the South West claimed 
the most in 2014/15, at £179,629, our data 
reveals the 28 MPs in the West Midlands 


Top 5 motoring expense claimants 


George Galloway (Respect/Bradford West) £11,676 
Laurence Robertson (Con /Tewkesbury) £11,671 
David Morris (Con/Morecambe & Lunesdale) £11,181 
Khalid Mahmood (Lab/Birmingham Perry Barr) £10,293 
Stephen O'Brien (Con/Eddisbury) £9,916 


Table shows MPs who've claimed most in motoring 
expenses in 2014/15 - topped by George Galloway 






Galloway, who lost his Bradford West 
seat at May’s General Election, tops the list 
as the highest-claiming MP in 2014/15. 


"Respect leader Galloway racked up more motoring 
expenses than two-thirds of London MPs put together' 


past three years. The region’s MPs claimed 
£550,305 on motoring expenses from 2012 
to 2015 - a yearly average of £6,5 50 perMP. 

racked up more expenses than two-thirds of 
London’s MPs put together. A spokesman 
told us Galloway claimed all £11,676 “for 

How MPs’ expenses compare by region 

Region 

2012-2013 

2013-2014 

2O14-2015 

Although overall claims fell year-on-year 

using his car for the round trip between his 

South West 

£171*502 

£181,384 

£179,629 

in 2014/1 5, the figures are still nearly 

constituency and Westminster”. The 404- 

West Midlands 

£1B4,306 

£106,653 

£179,147 

£13,000 higherthan in 2012/13, despite 

mile drive set the taxpayer back £182 a 

Wales 

£140,704 

£159,949 

£156,950 

the MP expense scandal uncovered in 2009. 

time, when a return train ticket for the 

Yorkshire and Humberside 

£161,666 

£166,138 

£155,997 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the most frugal 

same journey would have cost £128. 

North West 

flSt 503 

£156,897 

£152,256 

MPs for car usage can be found in London, 

Jonathan Isaby, chief executive of 

South East 

£130,476 

£145,229 

£138,501 

where the 73 politicians spent just £196 

the Taxpayers’ Alliance, told Auto Express: 

East Midlands 

£137*533 

£140,640 

£131,061 

each on tolls, Congestion Charges, parking 

“The publication of all travel claims plays 

Scotland 

£133,539 

£134,903 

£128,566 

and other car claims in 2014/15. MPs in the 

an essential part in enabling constituents 

East of England 

£119*540 

£114,935 

£115,268 

capital have slashed their car expenditure 

to scrutinise whether their MPs have 

North East 

£47.608 

£52,390 

£59,018 

by nearly a third, from a total of £19,899 

proven to be good value for money. 

London 

£19,099 

£17.995 

£14,338 

in 2012/13 to just £14,338 in 2014/15. 

Some members are still claiming high 
expenses for car use, though. George 

“With the publication of these figures, 

MPs will be reminded just how expensive 
travelling has become for motorists.” 

Totals 

£1,190.658 

£1.457.312 

£1,411,530 

Combined total 

£4,267,501 




Government curb on roadworks 


ROADWORKS will be limited to two-mile 
stretches as the Government looks 
to unclog England’s major roads. 

The move is intended to stop multiple 
lane closures for up to 20 miles at a time. 
Concern was voiced after recent works on 
the Ml and M3 caused heavy congestion. 
Highway bosses have been told to carry out 
repairs through a series of smaller projects 
rather than one large-scale closure. 

A spokesman for Highways England 
said: “We want to provide a better, safer 
experience for road users on England’s 
motorways and major A-roads, including 
throughout roadworks where major 
upgrades are being carried out. 

“We are committed to minimising 
disruption from roadworks and are exploring 
managing work in different ways while 
ensuring good value for the public.” 

www.autoexpress.co.uk 



NEW LIMIT 

The move aims 
to ensure lane 
closures on 
major roads 
are restricted 
to two miles 
at a time 


Best clue yet to 
look of Ka Plus 

HERE’S our best look yet at how Ford’s 
Ka replacement might look. This is the 
Figo, which has been launched in India, 
and is based on the 2013 Ka Concept. 

The European version based on the 
same concept will be launched next year 
as part ofthe global ‘One Ford’ strategy, 
and a name change from Ka is set to 
highlight the new focus on value and 
space. But it’s unlikely to be Figo, with 
Ka Plus currently being used internally. 
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□News 


New supercar 


Lexus and BMW team 
up to create R8 crusher 



800bhp supercars on the way 
In showrooms by 2020 
£160k price predicted 


MUSCLE CAR 

Our image shows Lexus 
version of BMW co-developed 
R8 rival. If could use detuned 
V8 from Toyota Le Mans racer 


Holiday Auto 



Rebecca_Chaplin@dennis.co.ul 

Video watch 

AT autoexpress.co.uk/videos 
this week, it’s a head-to-head 
double, as VW Golf GTIs and 
Japanese legends do battle. 


Original VW Golf GTI 
battles Mk7 model 



Peter Lyon 

BMW is teaming up with Lexus to 
develop a supercar that will outperform 
Audi’s R8, Auto Express has learned. 

A source close to Lexus says the 
companies have jointly built a mid- 
engined all-wheel-drive prototype, and our 
exclusive image shows how it could look. 

BMW and Lexus versions will be 
produced, and both will use an aluminium 
spaceframe and carbon fibre tub, with 
electric motors powering the front 
wheels and petrol feeding the rears. 

Two power units are being developed. 
The power source for BMW’s supercar will 


TESLA boss Elon Musk has opened the 
doors to his company’s first European 
factory in Tilburg in the Netherlands. 

The new 77,648 square metre facility in 
the south, near the Belgian border, will be 
assembling Tesla Models cars destined for 
the UK and the rest of Europe. It’ll improve 
waiting times for new orders, with up to 
450 cars per week likely to be made there. 

The factory is the first in Europe to include 
an indoor test track, measuring 750 
metres in length. It’ll be used to simulate 
different road surfaces, as part of the 
quality control process for checking 
noise, vibration and harshness levels. 

Cars won’t be manufactured in Tilburg, 
but the battery pack, powertrain and rear 
axle will be imported from the firm’s HQ iri 
California, and installed in the Dutch plant. 
PAGE 40: Model S P90D first drive 


be a bespoke M-developed straight-six twin 
turbo with plug-in hybrid tech courtesy of 
Toyota, while Lexus is thought to be testing 
a detuned version of the 513bhp 3.7-litre 
V8 from Toyota’s TS040 Le Mans race car. 

“While l,000bhp is possible, fuel 
consumption, emissions and engine 
tolerances will see a more realistic figure 
of 800bhp targeted,” our source said. BMW 
chose Lexus for help in developing a new 


supercar as it was impressed with its work 
on the flagship LFA during the financial crisis 
of 2008. It was that economic meltdown 
that killed Honda’s V10 NSX, and forced 
Toyota to shelve several sporty models. 

A limited run of only 500 finally landed 
in showrooms in 2010 with a sticker price 
in excess of £340,000. According to our 
source, the BMW and Lexus supercars will 
be on sale by 2020 priced from £160,000. 


EVER wondered if classic cars can 
hold their own against their modern 
counterparts? We often ask this, so 
we decided to answer the question 
in a new series of drag strip videos. 

In the first instalment, the original 
Volkswagen Golf GTI goes head-to- 
head with the latest Mk7 version. 

Of course we’ve done something to 
make it fairer for the classic, but 
you’ll have to watch to find out... 


New Mazda MX-5 
meets Toyota GT86 



TWO popular sports cars with similar 
price tags and loads of character do 
battle in this encounter. The Mazda 
MX-5 (above) and Toyota GT86 have 
long been rivals, but this is the first 
time the new MX-5 has faced the rear- 
drive, boxer-engined Toyota on track. 
Our man Steve Sutcliffe gets behind 
the wheel for this entertaining video. 

You can watch 
any of our videos 
on your phone 
Simply scan 
^ this QR code. 


"BMW and Lexus versions will be produced, and both 
will use an aluminium spaceframe and carbon fibre tub" 


Tesla opens landmark new factory 


EURO FIRST 

New factory is 
first in Europe 
to feature an 
indoor test 
track (below) 


I I 
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NISSAN 


Innovation 
that excites 


MUSCULAR BODY. 


SLIMLINE FINANCE. 




NISSAN JUKE DIG‘T 115 ACENTA 

Sport allay wheels 
Bluetooth* and USB connectivity 
Nissan Design Studio Personal marion available 


£189 0% APR 2 YEARS' 

A MONTH REPRESENTATIVE FREE SERVICING* 


PCP REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


ni ssarix auk/haveita 1 1 


24 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 

ON THE ROAD 
CASH PRICE 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF CREDIT 

DURATION OF 
AGREEMENT 

OPTIONAL FINAL 
PAYMENT 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 

RATE OF INTEREST 
PJk. (FIXED) 

cm APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 

fcIBB 

£16,630 

£3,440-4* 

£12,166.69 

26 Months 

tJpIRJt 

£16,630 

0% 



Juke Ran fl e: URBAN 29 . 7 - 64 . 2 mpg < 9 ,M, 4 U 100 km) p EXTRA URBAN 46 . 3 - 74 . 3 mpg (BJ^BWOOhn), COMBINED 38 £- 7 DJmpg (?M 0 L/ 100 km) t COa emissions 172 - 104 #/tan 


dm MnkJ. Tarn pd nHPl 1W mm jmBMflkKtiailMnn 


PCP 


Fitaw* PpjfiLct md tvmg mat h bf i frMrt»d grain Mia 
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Cover confusion after 
three air-con failures 

■ CASE STUDY Owner points to 12-year corrosion cover as air-con fails three times on four-year-old car 


|Tlj Martin Saarinen 

ill MOST new cars come with a three-year 
warranty, and once that time’s passed you 
might thinkyou’re out of luck if something 
goes wrong. But it’s not the whole story, 
as different parts have different warranty 
periods. So it’s vital to understand where 
the fault lies to know if you’re covered. 

David Bennison, from Northallerton, 

N Yorks, thought he’d have to foot the bill 
for repairs after his air-con failed three 
times in a year - but he was saved from a 
major outlay after further investigations. 

He was left sweating when the air-con in 
his 2011 SEAT Alhambra suddenly broke 
in July 2014. David took the car to 
Darlington SEAT, which regassed the MPV’s 
system. Yet only weeks later, the air-con in 
David’s Alhambra failed to kick in again. 

He told us: “I went back to the garage, 
and staff told me they’d refilled only one 
of the two air-con circuits in the car. They 
were very kind to refill the second one free 
of charge, and also put a chemical dye into 
the gas to highlight any possible leaks.” 

With July temperatures spiking to record 
levels this year, David couldn’t believe his 
misfortune when his air-con failed for a third 
time. “I took my car back to Darlington SEAT, 
which found a leak in the air-con pipe on the 
offside wheelarch,” he said. The service 



FAULTY 

Third air-con 
failure in two 
years turned 
out to be down 
to corroded pipe 


"SEAT offered David £100 towards £525 repair bill on his 
Alhambra, but he pointed to 12-year corrosion warranty" 


technician pointed to dye colouring on 
the pipe, and said the pipe had been 
corroded from mud off the tyre. David 
was told it would cost £525 to fix. 

He called SEAT to see if it had heard of 
this before, and whether it could help. The 
company offered a £100 goodwill gesture, 
but David wasn’t satisfied, pointing to SEAT’S 
12-year corrosion warranty. We agreed, and 
when we called the brand on David’s behalf, 
we said that as the leak was corrosion-based 


and his car was still under that warranty, 
SEAT should cover the entire repair bill. 

SEAT investigated, and a spokesman 
told us: “After the air-conditioning failed, the 
dealership identified a corroded pipe. While 
the 12-year anti-corrosion warranty relates 
to bodywork only, the dealership agreed 
to cover the repair as a goodwill gesture.” 

With a new pipe on the way, David was 
pleased with the result, saying: “Thank you 
for your help in resolving this so swiftly.” 



Joe 

Finnerty 


Mixed messages as latest 
Government moves seem 
to put diesels under threat 


|Tj DIESEL owners could soon find 
All themselves paying more to park 
and drive in major cities, following 
the release of a new consultation by 
the Department for Environment 
Food Cr’ Rural Affairs (DEFRA) . 

The Government predicts eight 
UK zones’ will fail NO2 compliance 
tests in 2020, so it’s looking at letting 
individual councils ban diesels or 
charge owners more for parldng. 

So, should you avoid buying a diesel? 
If you do a high mileage, probably not. 
After all, the industry is cleaning up its 
act with new Euro 6 engines. The RAC 
Foundation doesn’t think well stop 
buying diesels, either. In fact, it’s 
warning take-up could rocket - and, 
as a result, the failing UK refinery 
infrastructure could force a diesel 
drought as pumps run dry. 

Looking at trends from the past 
20 years, it’s predicting that by 2030, 
diesel cars will outsell petrols four to 
one. But while it’s true that major UK 
refineries have been closed since 2009, 
will we ever really be in a position 
where diesels are outselling petrols 
four to one? It’s hard to envisage. 

After all, for the past few years, new 
diesel and petrol vehicle registrations 
have stabilised at a 50:50 split, and 
there’s little suggestion that’ll change. 
The RAC Foundation points to a 76 per 
cent rise in diesels since 1994, but that 
figure was boosted by Government 
incentives, which is clearly not the 
case now. Its funding and backing is 
solidly behind hybrids and electrics. 

Consider, too, that most hybrids or 
range-extenders use petrol engines. 

So while worries of a diesel drought 
seem unfounded, the DEFRA report 
suggests concerns about diesel drivers 
being targeted aren’t. Buy with care. 

Joe_Finnerty@dennis.co.uk 

@AE_Consumer 


"Government is looking 
at letting councils ban 
diesels or chaige owners 
more for parking" 
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■ Inbox 


What do you think? 


Contact Martin Saarinen 

mai1@autoexpress.co.uk @AutoExpress 

Write to: Watchdog/Letters, Auto Express. Dennis Publishing. 
30 Cleveland Street, London WIT 4JD 


HOT TOPIC New 

FROM: madretailer I’VE never been the 
biggest Renault fan, but it seems to have 
pulled out all the stops with the latest 
Megane. The newcomer looks better than 
anything VW has to offer, and the days 
of unreliable French cars are long gone. 
Can’t wait for the reviews to come in. 


Renault Megane 

FROM: ato james I’M seeing a lot of my 
friends changing from Fords, Audis and 
Hondas to Renaults. They’re all quoting 
good running costs, strong reliability 
and great handling. I’ve never been 
tempted, but the new Megane and 
its fantastic looks have me intrigued. 


Used price squeeze 
brings PCP pressure 

■ Warning over higher charges for wear on cars at end of PCP 


Martin Saarinen 

iH EXPERTS are warning drivers 
with PCP deals about higher end- 
of-life charges, as used car prices 
come under increasing pressure. 

All PCPs rely on second-hand 
values, vehicle condition and 
mileage to set an end-of-term price 
- the guaranteed minimum future 
value (GMFV). With the risk of used 
car prices falling, finance providers 
are becoming stricter on excess 
charges when owners hand their car 
back. Common wear and tear will 
come under greater scrutiny, with 
bumper scuffs charged at £125 and 
body panel repairs costing £220. 

Rupert Pontin of used valuation 
expert Glass’s said: “For a number 
of years, stock has been in short 
supply. That meant trade buyers 
couldn’t afford to be too choosy 
about minorvehicle damage. 
However, this is changing as 
vehicle stock is increasing. It 
means that trade buyers can pass 
over vehicles that are untidy, which 
puts pressure on PCP companies 
to enforce end-of-life charges.” 

High excess mileage fees at 
the end of PCP deals have also 
come under scrutiny, as the latest 
reports show car clocking has risen 
significantly in the era of motor 
finance as owners seek to avoid 
excess charges. That’s led to the 
Retail Motor Industry Federation 
launching a new campaign this 
month to outlaw ‘mileage 
adjustment’ companies. 



GARAGE 

EXPERT 

Kevin Parker 

Head of Communications 
www. motorcodes. co. uk 


THE terrain of consumer law is about 
to change. Tomorrow (1 October) heralds 
a new era as the Consumer Rights Act 
and the EU’s Alternative Dispute 
Resolution both come into force. 

Key implications relate to a consumer’s 
right to reject and their right to repair. To 
seasoned observers it may sound like new 
legislation enacted for the sake of it. In 
fact it brings genuine alignment and 
modernisation of eight existing pieces of 
consumer law and adds digital content. 

These changes will empower consumers 
to protect their rights, but they need to 
be assured the motor industry is also 
getting ready for the changes. 

Motor Codes, the Government-approved 
consumer body for the industry, has been 
working with the Chartered Trading 
Standards Institute to develop training 
packs to ensure garages in Motor Codes* 
7,500-strong network of subscribers fully 
understand how it works and how best 
to resolve complaints and sales issues. 

By embracing the new consumer rights 
agenda, garages will make it easier for 
drivers to buy with confidence that they’re 
protected. The new law is an opportunity 
to promote a marketplace that provides 
clarity, confidence and certainty. This is as 
good for consumers as it is for business. 



|oin the debate at www.autoexpress.co.uk 


■ “I hope Renault can sort 
out the lag from its diesel 
engines. My last Megane 
suffered from this.” 

Gordon McCartney 


■ “Can’t wait to see 
the new Megane estate. 
It’s such a pity Renault is 
not bringing the Talisman 
family saloon here.” Jim 


■ “I’ve owned a trouble- 
free Megane for nine years. 
I’m sure new buyers will 
find the new one as trusty 
as my current car.” nanoth 


F-Pace visibility could 
cause parking issues 

FROM: Paul Walker THE new Jaguar F-Pace 
(Issue 1,388) looks great, but I can’t help 
thinking the shallow rear window is 
useless for parking. Sure, it comes with 
the latest cameras and sensors, but it 
would also be nice if Jaguar made a car 
you can see out of when reversing. 

Smooth-riding, hi-tech 
C-Class just the ticket 

FROM: Roger Day I MAY not be an Auto 
Express road tester, but when I got a 2010 
Mercedes C-Class for my 77th birthday, 

I decided to do some reviewing of my 
own. I think the car rides smoothly, and 
is incredibly quiet, even at high speeds. 
The only downside is that it has too much 
tech for an elderly driver to keep up with. 


308 GT and Astra; 
separated at birth? 

FROM: Simon Abbott WHILE the road test 
between the new Nissan Pulsar, Peugeot 
308 GT and Hyundai’s i30 Turbo was an 
excellent read (Issue 1,387), I couldn’t 
help butthinkthe front end of the 308 
GT looks remarkably like that of the new 
Vauxhall Astra. Surely I’m not alone? 

Leon's ready for winter 
with all-season tyres 

FROM: Geoff Cowling I DECIDED to fit a set 
of all-season Kleber Quadraxers on my 
daughter’s SEAT Leon a while back. Last 
winter, when our hilly neighbourhood 
roads were covered in snow, she was 
the only one drivingto work while others 
stood stuck. I’ll be a regular buyer of 
all-season tyres from now on. 


Useful © 

Contacts 


THE following provide help 
with motoring problems. 
Some services are free, 
others charge a fee or 
operate on premium-rate 
lines (p), while some offer 
advice for members only (m). 


Legal 

AA: 0906 010 1300 (p) 

RAC: 0870 5533 533 (m) 
Which?: 01992 822 800 
Consumer Direct: 

0845 404 0506 

Local Trading Standards 

Local Citizens Advice Bureau 


Used car inspections 

AA: 0800 085 3007 
RAC: 0800 085 2529 

Technical advice 

AA: 0870 6061619 (m) 

Driving licences 

DVLA: 0300 790 6801 


Car registration/history 

HPI: 01722 422422 
AA: 0800 316 3564 
DVLA: 0300 790 6802 
RAC: 0800 975 5867 

Traffic information 

AA: 09003 401100 (p) 
RAC: 09003 444999 (p) 


Problems with dealers 

Motor Codes: 

0800 692 0825 

Consumer Ombudsman: 

www.consumer- 

ombudsman.org 

RMIF: 0845 839 9205 (m) 

Scottish Motor Trade 

Association: 0131 331 5510 


; ^ 

Problems with makers 

Motor Codes: 0800 692 0825 

Financial problems 

Financial Ombudsman: 

0800 023 4567 

Safety concerns/recalls 

DVSA: 0300 123 9000 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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WHY BENTLEY IS BOOMING 


Ken Gibson 

mail@autoexpress.co.uk 


fTi A PRODUCTION line of spectacular SUVs is 
j H the most striking illustration of just how far 
Bentley has come under Volkswagen ownership. 

At first glance, they seem out of place on production 
lines that have always been dominated by some of 
the world’s most exotic sports cars and saloons. 

But Bentley’s decision to embrace the SUV 
phenomenon with the new Bentayga highlights 
the company’s desire to move with the times, even 
when it takes it out of its traditional comfort zone. 

The decision is the latest evidence of the 
Volkswagen Group’s single-mindedness when 
it comes to doing what it thinks is right to keep 
Bentley relevant and profitable. Since buying a badly 
rundown Bentley for £480million in 1998, when the 
firm was making just 500 cars a year, it has got it right 
consistently and had record sales of 11,020 in 2014. 

Volkswagen has backed its high-profile British 
acquisition with big money, investing more than 
£1 billion transforming its ageing and outdated 
Crewe factory into a state-of-the-art plant, and 
delivering a new generation of Bentley models. 

It has also invested in its British workforce, 
which has grown from 1,000 in 1998 to nearly 4,000, 
including a further 500 jobs for apprentices and engineers 
this year. Wolfgang Durheimer, the charismatic chief 
executive running Bentley, is the man who floated the 
original controversial idea to develop an SUV, and he has 
no doubt it will be a success that will help double sales. 

“I am absolutely sure it will be a major success,” 
he said. “It is an outstanding vehicle and a unique 
impression of an SUV from Bentley. It will be the 
most powerful, the fastest, the most exclusive and 
luxurious SUV in the world. Bentayga is an exceptional 
vehicle with all the traditional Bentley values, and 
it will be a unique face in the market.” Durheimer 


| praises the efforts of another British brand, 

Range Rover, in building up the SUV segment, 
but stresses the Bentayga offers something 
more. “The Range Rover does not deliver 
the luxury experience or the power 
■ vp— that we offer,” he added, 
fcv Durheimer sees the Bentayga 

as key to ambitious plans to drive 
Bentley sales to 20,000 by 2020, 

■ 9 but he is unconcerned that doubling 

sales will harm the firm’s image as 
one of the most exclusive car brands. 
“The volume we make at present in global terms 
is so small that we still lack visibility as a brand in 
parts of the world. If our sales go up to 20,000, with 
new models in new sectors, I see no problems over 
exclusivity,” he explained. “And we need these sales to 
make the company waterproof for the future and keep the 
workforce and dealers working at a continuous level.” 

Durheimer is keen to talk about the other new models 
in the pipeline that will push Bentley growth - a new 
sports car based on the EXP 10 Speed Six concept that 
has earned rave reviews around the world, and a second 
SUV. He confirmed that a decision on which model will 
get the go-ahead first will be made within the next 12 
months, but added: “We can do both. It is not a matter 
of which model we do, but a matter of the sequence. 

“We have received the perfect response from 
customers around the world since we unveiled the 
Speed Six. But SUVs are the hot spot in the market, 
and we are looking at a different model alongside the 
Bentayga.” Durheimer clearly likes to break conventions, 
and having started with Bentley’s first SUV, his 
next target is bringing diesel power to the brand. 

He continued: “We are breaking with a rigid 
convention at Bentley that we didn’t need a diesel. 

We will have our first diesel in the Bentayga and it 
will be absolutely state-of-the-art, an amazing diesel 
that will change the mind of a lot of Bentley owners.” 

He also reveals a plug-in hybrid powertrain that 
will appear in the next-generation Continental GT 


“Bentley’s British workforce 
has grown from 1,000 in 
1998 to nearly 4,000, 
including a further 500 
jobs for apprentices and 
engineers this year” 


UNCHARTED 
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I I I IIJ W pushed new boundaries to go from 500 sales a 

LI I wlm I year to over 11,000 while remaining exclusive 
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“Boss Durheimer has a firm grasp of what makes Bentley 
a special car firm, but intends stretching the boundaries” 





TRAINING 

ISLAND 

Bentley has 
created an 
innovative 
training facility 
adjacent to 
the production 
line where 
apprentices 
learn the skills 
of the job 



in 2018, followed by hybrids in the Flying Spur and 
Mulsanne models. But it is the highly skilled workforce 
that Durheimer believes gives Bentley the X factor, 
alongside the exceptional cars that the firm produces. 

“I can have a lot of visions for Bentley’s future, but if 
you don’t have the right people with the right skills and 
passion you won’t be successful,” he enthused. “Our 
workforce has great skills, passion, pride and dedication.” 

And Durheimer believes one of his key roles at Bentley 
has been closing the gap between management and the 
workforce. He explained: “The connection between the 
management and workers is crucial. No matter what 
anyone’s title or job is, they all have to feel a very important 
member of the chain. We give the workers a lot of credit 
because they deserve it. If we fail to use the intelligence 
and knowledge of our workers, we will be throwing away a 
big level of knowledge and expertise, and we won’t do that.” 

Bentley has always been known for exceptional 
craftsmanship, and it’s an area of expertise it is taking to 
new levels. Colin Jackson has worked at the company 
for more than 40 years and has the grand job title of 
Master Trainer, whose role is to pass on his wealth of 
experience to a new generation of Bentley craftsmen. 

He now runs Bentley’s Training Island, which is the firm’s 
own classroom deliberately placed alongside the factory 
production lines, where new apprentices get their initial 
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“It’s the skilled workforce Durheimer 
believes gives Bentley the X factor, 
plus the exceptional cars it produces” 


indoctrination into the very special skills needed to 
build a Bentley. As 59-year-old Colin explained: “There 
have been massive changes - when I started we used 
to push the cars around the factory! The skills and 
the technical expertise needed now is far greater, 
and we are investing big in improving our workers’ skills. 

“I have spent years learning my trade and now I get to 
pass that knowledge on and put something back into 
the company.” One apprentice learning from Colin is 
21-year-old Ryan Whally. He said: “I’m learning new 
things every day; it’s a big deal getting a job at Bentley.” 

Durheimer, one of the industry’s top engineers, is 
a boss who likes to visit the shop floor regularly and 
clearly has a genuine empathy with his workforce. He 
has a firm grasp of what makes Bentley a special car 
firm, but intends stretching the boundaries with models 
like the Bentayga and bringing diesel to the brand. With 
his proven track record of success at Porsche and Audi, 
few would bet against him leading Bentley to new heights. 

www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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New cars 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 


M NEW BMW XI 

Our first chance to 
get behind wheel of 
UK version of crossover. 




Renault Kadjar 

FIRST UK DRIVE Stylish new crossover is a brilliant all-round package 


f J Richard Ingram 

W Richard_lngram@dennis.co.uk 
I t @rspjngram 

RENAULT is enjoying something of a 
resurgence in the UK. Since launching 
the new Clio in 2012, sales have rocketed. 
The brand is currently up 14 per cent year- 
on-year, and with a new Megane just around 
the corner, the success looks set to continue. 

But there’s still a sizeable gap in Renault’s 
model range - that of a mid-sized SUV. It’s 
a big gap, too, as nearly one in 10 cars 
sold in the UK is a compact crossover. 

So, enter the new Qashqai-based Kadjar. 

Renault says the new Kadjar shares 
60 per cent of its parts with the Sunderland- 
built Nissan, but 95 per cent of what you 
see and touch is unique. It’s certainly more 
striking to look at - especially in the Flame 
Red of our top-spec Signature Nav car. From 


launch, it comes with three engines. There’s 
a turbocharged 1.2-litre petrol, as well as 
a pair of diesels with either 108bhp or 
128bhp. Both the manual and automatic 
versions of the smaller diesel emit less 
than lOOg/km of CO 2 , but it’s the more 
powerful version we sample here. 

Inside, it feels much more upmarket 
than the Qashqai or even a Mazda CX-5, 
with even lesser trims featuring a 
dashboard lined with high-quality plastics. 
There’s a premium feel to the buttons and 
controls throughout the cabin and the 
heater controls even have a whiff of 
Volkswagen about them, with classy 
white digits and solid rotary dials. 

All cars get a digital speedo, and all but 
the entry-level Expression+ benefit from a 
central touchscreen with built-in sat-nav. 
The Signature Nav models are particularly 


lavishly equipped, with heated leather seats, 
keyless go, dual-zone climate control and a 
Bose stereo. Outside it gets 19-inch diamond- 
cut alloys, automatic LED headlights, chrome 
details and a full-length panoramic roof. 

Space in the back is decent and taller 
adults won’t struggle for room. The glass roof 
eats into headroom, but only those over six 
foot will find their hair brushing the ceiling. 

Renault claims a best-in-class boot, too. 
At 472 litres, it surpasses its sister car, the 
Qashqai, by 42 litres, and trounces the MINI 
Countryman’s 360 litres by a considerable 
margin. You can fold the seats using a 
button in the boot, revealing an impressive 
1,478 litres of load space, and there’s 
a movable floor on Dynamique S and 
Signature models. This feature removes 
the step to the seats when they are down. 
Inside, there’s a pair of decent door bins, a 




Interior feels 
upmarket, and 
in top-spec 
trim comes 
lavishly equipped 
with heated 
leather seats 
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golf gid estate 

We give our verdict 
as hot new wagon 
arrives in Britain. 


ASTRA 3CYL 

New Vauxhall is a five- 
star hit, but is 1.0 Turbo 
the pick of the range? 


KIA CEE'D 

Facelifted hatchback 
cleans up with new 
dual-clutch auto box. 


TESLA P90D 

What does 0-60mph 
in 2.8 seconds feel 
like? We find out. 




TO KNOW 

More than one 
in 10 (11 per cent) 
of cars sold in 
the UK is now a 
compact crossover 
- and the Kadjar is 
based on one of 
the most popular, 
Nissan's Qashqai 


%/ A 


Verdict 

THE Kadjar is a very important 
car for Renault, as a decent 
crossover is key for any brand in 
the competitive new car market. 
The good news is it is hugely 
accomplished, with a winning 
blend of style, quality, practicality 
and running costs. We’d save 
some cash and go for a mid-spec 
dCi 110 rather than the 130 as 
it’s almost as powerful, more 
comfortable and cheaper to run. 


Essentials 


EQUIPMENT All but the entry-level 
Expression+ model come with sat-nav 
and alloy wheels. Top-spec Signature 
Nav adds leather and keyless go 


Renault Kadjar 
Signature NavdCi 130 


Price: 

£24,795 

Engine: 

1.6-litre 4cyl turbodiesel 

Power: 

128bhp/320Nm 

Transmission: 

Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

9.9 seconds 

Top speed: 

118mph 

Economy: 

62.8mpg 

C0 2 : 

117g/km 


ON SALE Now 


PRACTICALITY There's loads of room 
in the back for adults, and Renault boasts 
best-in-class bootspace of 472 litres. 
Panoramic roof eats into head space, though 


sizeable glovebox and a cubby between the 
front seats. A pair of small 
cup-holders and a coin tray suffice in the 
front, while in the rear there’s a handy 
foldable armrest on Signature cars, as well 
as some pockets in the back of the seats. 

On the road, this 1.6 benefits from 
an extra 20bhp and 60Nm of torque 
overthe 1.5, but commands a premium 
of £1,200 across the range. It’ll cost 
more to run, too, for private buyers 
and company car drivers alike. 

This Signature Nav dCi 130 will do 
62.8mpg and 117g/km compared to the 
dCi 110’s 72.4mpg and 103g/km. Go for 
the lesser Expression+ or Dynamique Nav 
(with the smaller alloy wheels) and the 
110’s emissions drop to 99g/km. All 
models feel very grown up, with a high 


Movable floor removes step to seats when 
they Ye down; Bose stereo on top-spec cars 

driving position and refined engines. This 
higher-powered 128bhp car is enormously 
flexible and rather eager, although 
the 108bhp model isn’t exactly slow. 

Plenty of torque means both engines 
are more than at home on the motorway, 
and rarely require a change of gear 
to keep up with faster moving traffic. 

The Kadjar’s biggest issue is its ride. 

It steers nicely and there’s plenty of grip, 
but the larger 19-inch wheels on Signature 
Nav cars can crash over potholes - especially 
around town. There’s a fair amount of tyre 
roar, too, but even the 18-inch wheels on 
Dynamique S cars help cushion occupants, 
with the quick-to-react suspension doing 
its best to iron out the worst lumps and 
bumps. On the whole, though, the Kadjar 
impresses as a brilliant all-round package. 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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New cars BMW XI 



BMW XI 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 
6.6 seconds/1 46mph | 


Running costs 

56.5mpg (official) 
£68 fill-up 


Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
505/1,550 litres 


New XI is wider and taller 
than before, and now looks 
more like a scaled-down X5 


■ 


FIRST UK DRIVE Verdict on UK-spec version of more muscular, better-driving small SUV 



Essentials 


BMW XI xDrive25d xLine 

Price: £36,060 
Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl diesel 
Power/torque: 228bhp/450Nm 
Transmission: Eight-speed automatic, 
four-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 6.6 seconds 
Top speed: 146mph 
Economy: 56.5mpg 
CO 2 : 132g/km 

ON SA Now 




PRACTICALITY 

Rear seats can be slid 
forwards and tilted to 
give more room and 
comfort, plus they fold 
down electronically 
to boost load space. 
And the new XI easily 
trumps the Audi Q3 
for load capacity 


EQUIPMENT 

As on all BMWs, the 
new car gets sat-nav 
as standard, plus the 
6.5-inch screen is easy 
to navigate. An electric 
tailgate and auto lights 
and wipers also feature 
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BMW shifted more 
than 730,000 first- 
generation Xls 
between 2009 
and 2015 - and 
40,000 of those 
went to UK buyers 


share of sales. They range from 148bhp 
in the 18d and 187bhp in the 20d to this 
flagship 228bhp version, badged 25d. 

The entry-level 18d manages 68.9mpg 
economy and 109g/km emissions, while 
the more popular four-wheel-drive 20d and 
25d average in the high-50s for mpg and 
emit 128g/km and 132g/km respectively. 

We got behind the wheel of the most 
powerful diesel, which promises 0-62mph 
in 6.6 seconds. It’s urgent low down in the 
rev range, which means zipping round town 
is easy and there’s plenty of shove in the 
mid-range, aiding motorway cruising. 

BMW’s eight-speed auto is standard, and 
shifts smoothly, ensuring the car is quiet on 
the move. But while we’ve yet to try the lesser 
20d, on paper the £2,380 pricier 25d is hard 
to justify. It’s only a second quicker from 
0-62mph, despite having an extra 41bhp, 
and costs £20 more a year in road tax. 

The old XI was essentially a jacked up 
3 Series Touring, but this model uses the 


new small car platform that underpins the 
latest MINIs and BMW’s 2 Series MPVs. It 
benefits from a well balanced chassis, and 
thanks to our top-spec diesel’s standard 
four-wheel drive, the XI is surprisingly 
agile and body control is kept in check. 

The steering isn’t as crisp as in some 
other BMWs, yet it’s sharp for an SUV, and 
nudges it ahead of the excellent, but less 
premium-feeling, Ford Kuga. Parked next 


to its chief upmarket rivals, the XI has 
a more SUV look than the crossover-like 
Mercedes GLA, and is roomier inside than 
the ageing Q3 - if these are priorities, the 
BMW will be the most desirable choice. 

It’s also considerably more attractive than 
the old car, but with prices from £26,780 the 
new XI can look expensive compared to the 
likes of the Mazda CX-5. Still, the lure of the 
BMW badge will be hard for some to resist. 


James Batchelor 

James_Batchelor@dennis.co.uk 
Q @JRRBatchelor 


TJl SUVS are immensely important to BMW, 
aIJ as they are to any manufacturer. Its X5 
invented the large sports utility vehicle 
back in 1999, and the X3, X4 and X6 have 
come along since, winning new customers 
and dividing opinions. But the baby of the 
range, the XI, has always been the car 
that hasn’t quite fitted the mould. 

That’s all changed with this new Ml<2 
version, driven here in UK spec for the first 
time. BMW has grasped the concept that 
SUV buyers want a car that doesn’t scrimp 
on the pumped up styling, and as a result 
has ditched the original’s softer look, and 
created exactly what you’d expect BMW’s 
entry-level SUV to be like: a mini X5. 

The new XI is 15mm shorter than before, 
but you’ll hardly notice the slimming down 
due to a 53mm increase in height and an 
extra of 23mm of width. These gains not 
only ensure the car looks more like a scaled- 
down X5, they also make it more spacious 
inside. There’s plenty of headroom and 
37mm more legroom for passengers in 
the rear - and with more glass than the 
old car, the new XI feels more roomy, too. 

Boot space has taken a leap forward 
as well. The BMW now offers 505 litres - a 
considerable 85 litres more than both the 
outgoing car and the current Audi Q3, which 
is easily the Xl’s chief rival in the small 
premium SUV class. Fold the rear seats 
flat, and you free up 1,550 litres - that’s 
200 litres more than in the old XI, and 
it trumps the Q3’s 1,325-litre capacity. 

Up front, the dash is covered in spongy 
soft-touch plastics, and its design is typical 
BMW - mature but beautifully built. Sat-nav 
is standard (as on all BMWs), plus you get a 
6.5-inch screen, auto headlights and wipers, 
rear parking sensors and an electric tailgate. 

There’s only one petrol engine option in 
the UK - a 189bhp 2.0-litre - as the 2.0 
diesels are predicted to take the lion’s 



Verdict 

THE original XI proved a hit in the UK, but 
since its arrival in 2009, the SUV market 
has moved on considerably. The estate-like 
profile appeared odd compared to modern 
rivals, so this new car adopts a mini X5 look 
- and BMW’s done a decent job. It’s good to 
drive, spacious and well made. Plus, while it 
looks pricey next to more mainstream SUVs, it 
easily has the edge at this end of the market. 
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All-new Hyundai Tucson 

We make it possible to change the way you drive. 


Backward rolls are for gymnasts. The Hill-Start Assist Control on the All-Tlew Tucson can detect when 
the car comes to a stop on an incline and will automatically hold the car stationary for a few extra seconds 
after the brake is released, giving you plenty of time to press the accelerator and drive smoothly away. 
Heatly avoiding any embarrassing conversations with the person behind. From £18,695*. Visit hyundai.co.uk 



Fuel consumption in MPG (1/lGOkm) for All-new Tucson range: Urban 28,2 (10.0) - 523 (5.4), Extra Urban 43.5 
a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Model snown Aii-new Tucson premium se z,ocrdi 
with solid paint, *5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Visit wvvw.rtyundal.co.ok/ChwDlng or ask your local dealer. 





nEWTHinKinG. 

HYUnDHI HEW POSSIBILITIES, 


(6.5) * 673 (4.2), Combined 37.2 (7.6) - 61.7 (4.6), CO? Emissions 177 - H9g/km. These official Eli test figures are to be used as 

136P5 Blue Drive manual at EZB.93C GTR including White Sand metallic paint at ESBS. # Dn the road price of £18,595 applies to All-Hew Tucson S 1.5 GO! 1 32PS Blue Drive manual 
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Volkswagen Golf 
Estate GTD 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed ' J J 
7.9 seconds/1 44mph 


FIRST UK DRIVE Is estate's pace and 
practicality a winning blend on UK roads? 



' % Sean Carson 

Sean_Carson@dennis.co.uk 
[I @Carson_oncars 

VOLKSWAGEN has been making 
headlines for all the wrong reasons 
lately following ‘dieselgate’, so performance 
diesels like the Golf Estate GTD aren’t 
exactly flavour of the month. However, 
as we’ve found out from our first drive on 
UK roads, there’s still lots to like about 
this fast and practical load lugger. 

First up is performance. The Estate GTD 
has the same running gear as the hatch, so 
the 2.0-litre TDI engine sends 181bhp to the 
front wheels with the help of a clever XDS+ 
electronic diff, which serves up lots of grip. 
There’s also a choice of six-speed manual or 
DSG auto transmissions. Here, we drive the 
manual, and the car is all the better for it. 

The light, mechanically precise shift 
action is really involving and works brilliantly 
with the zippy engine. And with 380Nm of 
torque at l,750rpm, the motor pulls hard 
and revs out freely - delivering surprising 
pace. VW claims the GTD races from 0-62mph 


in 7.9 seconds, and it feels good for 
every last tenth under acceleration. 

The Golf carries incredible speed down 
bumpy roads, with plenty of security due to 
the precise steering and impressive damping. 
Our car had the £830 adaptive dampers, 
and we found the suspension is best suited 
to UK roads in Comfort, which knocks 
the edges off jarring humps nicely. 
There are Normal and 
Sport modes, too, with 
the latter noticeably 
firmer. But even in 
this setting, the 
Estate never feels 
flustered, as the 
chassis has bags of 
poise. You can also 
select Sport for the 
engine, which 
sharpens up the 


response. However, this pipes a synthesised 
noise into the cabin, and as the 2.0-litre 
diesel isn’t the nicest-sounding engine 
in the world, it can get a bit tiresome. 

The same goes for the steering, where 
the lighter weight in Comfort and Normal 
modes highlights the artificially heavy 
feeling you get in Sport. This spoils the 
car’s flow down a twisting back road. 

At £28,285, the Estate GTD isn’t cheap, 
yet you get lots for your money. And as 
you’d expect from a hot Golf, it’s beautifully 
finished inside, with smart details like the 
ball-shaped gearlever, quality materials and 
tartan seats. And although it’s a versatile 
car, with a 605-litre boot, that doesn’t 
mean it loses out in the design stakes. 

The GTD gets bespoke bumpers, a 15mm 
reduction in ride height and 18-inch alloy 
wheels which, together with the defined 
creases, give the car a suitably butch stance. 




Volkswagen 
Golf Estate GTD 


Price: 

£28,285 

Engine: 

2.0-litre 4cyl turbodiesel 

Power: 

181bhp 

Transmission: 

Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

7.9 seconds 

Top speed: 

144mph 

Economy: 

64.2mpg 

C0 2 : 

115g/km 

ON SALE Now 



EQUIPMENT Standard kit is good. As 
well as GTI-style tartan seats front and 
rear, you get sat-nav, keyless go and 
climate control, plus xenon lights 



PRACTICALITY Estate GTD's 605-litre 
boot expands to a cavernous 1,620 litres 
with the rear seats folded down. Plus, 
there's a load-through hatch and lots of 
useful storage solutions dotted around 



SETTINGS Hit Mode to toggle through 
optional adaptive dampers' settings; we 
found Comfort best suited UK roads, but 
there are also Normal and Sport modes 

S Verdict 

THIS vast and fast Golf combines 
speed, practicality and style really 
well. It’s beautifully finished and 
adds an extra element over the 
hatch back version for an affordable 
£695 premium. However, direct rivals 
from Skoda and SEAT are £3,010 
and £3,945 cheaper respectively. 
Ultimately, though, the GTD is 
great to drive in all conditions, 
which makes it an attractive package. 
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ONLINE CAR FINANCE 





WE SORT THE 

FINANCE 

YOU CHOOSE 

THE CAR 

Them’s a lot to think about when buying a new car, so we've made 
paying for It extra easy with Halifax Car Plan Extra - our new car 
finance exclusive to Halifax current account customers. 

Simply sign into Online Banking and use our car finance calculator 
to Instantly see how much you could borrow, then choose a plan 
that suits you best 

Once you've applied and been accepted, wel transfer the money 
direct to the dealer, its as easy as that. 

And our great lew rate means your dream oar could be more affordable 
than you think. 

Available to Halifax current account customers of at least three 
months, registered for Online Banking aged 18+ and UK resident. 
Borrow between £3,000 - £60,000, Vehicle must be sourced 
through selected dealer Lending subject to status. 



^ Visit halifax.co.uk/carfinance 



the people who give you extra 


Halifax is a division of Bank of Scotland pic. Registered in Scotland No. SC327000. Registered Office: The Mound, Edinburgh EH1 1YZ. Bank of Scotland pic is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority under registration number 169628. All information correct at September 2015. 



New cars Vauxhall Astra 1.0 



Vauxhall Astra i.o^s ei 

FIRST DRIVE Does turbo petrol hatch make as much sense as diesel? 



Kyle Fortune 

LIGHTER, sharper, more spacious 
and better equipped, Vauxhall’s new 
Astra has all it takes to fight it out at 
the top for best-in-class honours. 

A higher-powered diesel version has 
already impressed us (Issue 1,389), but 
the real test of the Astra’s rigorous weight- 
loss plan is how it works with the smallest, 
most economical engines - such as the 
company’s 1.0-litre petrol option. 

Downsizing is the order of the day 
and this 1.0 ecoFLEX model is powered 
by a direct-injection turbocharged three- 
cylinder engine, which produces 
103bhp and 170Nm oftorque. 

In its most economical guise, that 
translates to a tax-dodging 96g/km and 
67.3mpg- helped by the Easytronic 
automatic transmission, low-rolling- 
resistance tyres and stop/start system. 

Our test model, equipped with a five- 
speed manual transmission, does 
see those figures worsen slightly, 
though, to 99g/km and 65.7mpg. 

Vauxhall’s dinky 1.0-litre engine still 
proves as enthusiastic and able as it is in 
the company’s smaller Adam and Corsa 
models, despite the Astra’s bigger body. 
Obviously it needs working a little 
bit harder than the more powerful 
engines in the line-up, especially 
if you’re chasing its 10.5-second 
0-60mph time, but with peak 
torque delivered from just 
l,800rpm it’s not as frenetic 
or busy as you might expect. 

Revving it hard does reveal its 
three-cylinder make-up, but it’s never 
raucous, unpleasant or intrusive, while 


the five-speed manual gearbox shifts 
quickly and easily - although another 
ratio might enhance economy even more. 

Such are the improvements in wind 
and engine noise that you hear a bit more 
from the road as the speed rises, but the 
Astra’s right up there with the Volkswagen 


Golf when it comes to refinement, which 
adds to the more upmarket feel. 

That’s true inside, too, which - thanks 
to some clever packaging - has far more 
space in spite of the Astra’s reduced 
exterior proportions. Accommodation for 
rear seat passengers is more generous, 
and the trim materials inside are a marked 
improvement over the previous car - 
if not quite in the same league as 
the class best from Volkswagen. 
The entertainment 
system is easier to 
navigate, too. Vauxhall’s 
fiddly old set-up has 
been replaced with 
an easy-to-operate 
touchscreen that 
dominates the centre of 
the dash and offers masses 
of connectivity, whether you use 
an Apple or Android smartphone. 




Essentials 


Vauxhall Astra 1.0-litre 
ecoFLEX Turbo Tech Line 


Price: 

£16,995 

Engine: 

1.0-litre 3cyl turbo 

Power/torque: 

103bhp/170Nm 

Transmission: 

Five-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

0-60mph: 

10.5 seconds 

Top speed: 

124mph 

Economy: 

65.7mpg 

C0 2 : 

99g/km 

ON SALE NOW 




STYLING Latest Astra benefits from 
corporate styling tweaks to nose and 
new headlamps that feature standard 
LED daytime running light strips 



ENGINE The 1.0-litre turbo engine is 
quiet and refined, although you'll need 
to work it harder than the larger engines 
in the range to make swift progress 



ECONOMY Cars fitted with manual 
transmission are slightly less frugal 
than automatic models, but they still 
manage an impressive 65.7mpg 

§1 Verdict 

REFINED, with good low-rev response 
and excellent economy, the Astra’s 
1.0-litre engine is as impressive here 
as it is in the Adam and Corsa. Just 
be careful with the configurator if you 
want to reduce tax, though, and, as 
ever, quoted economy figures will be 
tricky to match in the real world. But, 
all things considered, this new Astra 
is an excellent and economical choice 
for those who don’t want a diesel. 

★★★★★ 
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3 SHELVING BAYS 


✓ Strong steel frame 
& chipboard decks 

✓ Money back guarantee. 

Conditions apply see online 

✓ Bay Dimensions: 1780h x 900w x 450d mm 

✓ Box Dimensions: 260h x 360w x 460d mm, 3D litre capacity 
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DELIVERY 


FREE 


Plastic Bln KH 


With every order over £99** 

aits' 

per 7 -edudfls VAT & camaga. Tods not Included. 


Otter ends J1.10.2015 



Code 

Description 

Offer PtJco 

Ei VAT 

Offer Price 

Inc VAT 

Carriage 
Inc VAT 

Total Pri ce 

Inc VAT 

MMB 

3 BAYS 

EK.00 

EM&m 

£24.00 

E13SJI 

MD4BP 

3 MTS + 15 BOXES 

El 29.00 

E154.H 

EMm 

El KM 


"Limited tin* off*r onty «ndt 31 .10.2016. IUDL ■ Uniformly Distributed Load. CarrteQG It p*r sat, 
ordn of rmifitipla uto will Incur «tn carttBpi dump*. PIggsg phona Tor full details or go □ollr». 


REQUEST YOUR 



PTfJTiTTTrl ® K 03450177 71 8 gj§ B 

I ^ J ■t. T www.blgdug.co.uk/megadeals 
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New cars KiaCee'd 



FIRST DRIVE Facelifted hatch cleans up with new dual-clutch auto box 



Cabin looks and feels the part, while steering wheel-mounted shift paddles are fun to use 


Richard Ingram 

Richard_lngram@dennis.co.uk 
t *1 @rspjngram 

BACK in June (Issue 1,376), we 
visited Kia’s state-of-the-art factory 
in Slovakia to help build the one millionth 
Cee’d. Just three months later, the brand has 
facelifted its second-generation family hatch 
with updated styling, new engines and a 
fresh seven-speed dual-clutch gearbox. 

We drove the all-new 1.0-litre three- 
cylinder in Issue 1,387, but as popular 
as these scaled-down petrol engines are, 
diesels still account for a considerable 
40 per cent of Cee’d sales - and we got 
behind the wheel of the new 1.6 CRDi. 

It’s cleaner than before, with CO 2 emissions 
dropping by lOg/km, while the manual car’s 
economy jumps to 78.5mpg. However, it’s 
the automatic model that gets the greenest 
gains, with the seven-speed box 25 per cent 
more efficient than the old six-speeder. 

That means emissions are down to 
109g/km from 145g/km, while economy 
is up from 51.4mpg to 67.3mpg. It’s not 
quite as frugal as the manual, but still 
impressive. The engine is more powerful 


and feels it, too. The sprint from 0-60mph 
takes 10.2 seconds (1.1 seconds quicker 
than the old car), while a 40Nm bump in 
torque to 300Nm makes it faster in gear. 

The Kia still isn’t as refined as some of 
its European rivals - emitting a mild clatter 
upon start-up and at low revs - but settle 
into a cruise, and it’ll plod along calmly. 
Plus, if you plant your foot on the motorway, 


it’ll surge forward - letting you overtake 
slower-moving traffic more easily. 

The dual-clutch set-up is the biggest 
revelation, though. It’s smooth and quick 
to react, especially at the top end, where 
it shifts from sixth to seventh without you 
noticing. There’s also a pair of steering 
wheel-mounted shift paddles, so you can 
even have a bit of fun on a back road. 

But don’t expect this Cee’d to be a 
Ford Focus-rivalling driver’s car. Despite 
tweaks to the chassis and suspension, 
it still prioritises comfort over dynamics. 

It’s composed over lumps and bumps, 
yet throw it into a bend, and the lifeless 
steering does little to inspire confidence. 

All models are now available in sporty 
GT Line trim, although our car came in the 
more restrained but still well equipped 4 
spec with 17-inch alloys, heated leather 
seats, keyless go and a panoramic roof. 

Interior quality is good and rapidly 
approaching German levels of solidity, yet 
at £23,730, the car is expensive - especially 
next to the SEAT Leon FR 2.0 TDI DSG. 





Essential s 

KiaCee'd 4 1.6 CRDi DCT 

Price: £23,730 

Engine: 1.6-litre 4cyl turbodiesel 
Power/torque: 134bhp/300Nm 
Transmission: Seven-speed dual-clutch 
auto, front-wheel drive 
0-60mph: 10.2 seconds 
Top speed: 124mph 
Economy: 67.3mpg 
CO 2 : 109g/km 

ON SALE 1 October 



Quality inside is decent - Kia 
is fast approaching the standard of 
European rivals here. Top-spec cars 
get leather front and rear seats, too 



PRACTICALITY Boot space remains 
the same as the outgoing model's and 
matches the Volkswagen Golfs capacity, 
at 380 litres with the rear seats up 



EQUIPMENT Our 4-spec test car 
gets these 17-inch alloy wheels and 
xenon headlamps, although GT Line 
models will turn even more heads 


3 Verdict 

THE new dual-clutch gearbox is a 
worthy addition to Kia’s tried and 
tested Cee’d range, bringingwelcome 
improvements in fuel economy and 
a hefty reduction in CO 2 emissions. 

The 1.6-litre CRDi diesel engine is 
new as well, but despite a jump in 
power, it still can’t match the silky- 
smooth options from VW or even 
Vauxhall. A SEAT Leon with the 
excellent DSG auto still makes more 
sense at the top end of the market. 

★★★★☆ 

www.autoexpress.co.uk 






Advertising promotion 



DON'T IGNORE 
WARNING SIGNS! 

Avoid a diesel particulate filter light on your dash - and the potential 
for huge bills - through regular maintenance with STP's DPF cleaner 


DRIVERS have been enjoying the benefits 
of cleaner, greener diesels for years. 
These engines’ low CO 2 emissions have 
slashed tax bills, while their strong fuel 
economy has ensured filling station stops are 
much less frequent than they used to be. 

The big clean-up in recent times has largely 
been brought about by the introduction of 
the diesel particulate filter (DPF). Diesels 
made from 2009 onwards were equipped 
with the technology - a DPF is fitted to the 
exhaust system, and traps harmful soot 
before it can escape into the atmosphere. 

But DPFs aren’t without their drawbacks, 
and that’s where STP Diesel Particulate 
Filter Cleaner (£9.99 RRP from Halfords) 
comes in. While the filter is effective 
in drastically reducing tailpipe emissions, 
it only has a limited capacity. 

This capacity shouldn’t be reached on 
diesel cars that are regularly driven at high 
speed on extended journeys. Most car 
manufacturers talk about frequent driving at 
50mph-plus for over 30 minutes, so if you 
often do long motorway trips, the exhaust 
should reach a high enough temperature to 
burn off the soot in the filter - a process 
called active regeneration. Yet that’s not 
realistic for everyone. Many of us have 


short, town and city centre commutes on 
congested roads. And this can spell disaster 
if the DPF gets clogged - replacing a filter can 
cost hundreds or even thousands of pounds, 
depending on your make or model of car, 
instantly wiping out all those savings your 
clean diesel has made at the pumps. 

If the DPF light flashes up on the dash, it 
may not be too late, but you need to act fast. 
Simply pour a bottle of STP Diesel Particulate 
Filter Cleaner into your fuel tank (it treats 
50 to 60 litres of diesel), and it helps clean 
and restore your DPF. This easy-to-use 
product also restores lost power and 
acceleration - a key symptom of a blocked 
filter - and reduces exhaust emissions. It 
works on all diesels with a standard built-in 
or retro-fitted DPF, apart from heavy-duty 
trucks with continuously regenerating traps. 

The cleaner is perfect for the stop/start 
driving of modern urban motoring, and STP 
recommends using it every 1,800 miles. 
Also, if you thinkyour filter needs replacing 
- if your car has gone into ‘limp home’ 
mode, for example - try using Diesel 
Particulate Filter Cleaner first. Under £10 
for a bottle could work out a lot cheaper 
than the hundreds or thousands you 
could be looking at for a replacement DPF. 



Simply pour a 
bottle of STP's 
cleaner into 
you car's fuel 
tank every 
1,800 miles 
to avoid an 
expensive 
new DPF 




Buy STP's DPF cleaner atwww.halfords.com 

or pop into your local Halfords, A1 Motor Store or any good accessory shop (RRP £9.99) 
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"The sheer shove this 
car's got has you yearning 
to bury the accelerator" 


New cars 


Tesla Model S P90D 


Tesla Model S P90D 


Performance 

0-60mph/top speed 
2.8 seconds/155mph 



Electric motor 

Power/range 
751 bhp/330 miles 



FIRST DRIVE Crazy all-electric saloon just got a little crazier... and we love it 



Steve Fowler 

Steve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 

@stevefowler 


fjl HOW quick is quick? It doesn’t seem 
jiJ that long ago that breaking five seconds 
from 0-60mph put a car into the realms of 
the supercar. Nowadays, though, a hot 
hatch can dip into the four-second bracket. 

Sat in any car park, the Tesla Model S 
looks like a mild-mannered saloon. Its all- 
electric credentials are well known and so is 
its penchant for putting sports cars to shame. 

Yet this 751bhp P90D model takes 
performance for four-door, five or seven- 
seat cars to a new level. In a straight drag, it 
will almost match a £321,000 Lamborghini 
Aventador SV - sprinting from 0-60mph in 
the same time it takes the Aventador to get 
to 62mph. Bonkers. Or even Ludicrous, which 
is the driving mode Tesla has introduced 
for maximum attack in a Model S. 

The old Insane setting in the P85D was 
quick enough, but the P90D includes a 
90kW battery for a 0-60mph time below 
three seconds and also adds six per cent 
to the electric range, at 330 miles. That is, 
so long as you avoid Ludicrous driving. 

So how does it feel? Incredible. Tesla 
reminds you that there’s no need for launch 
control with four-wheel drive and instant 
torque, and you’re encouraged to just 
stamp down on the throttle. When you 
do, your head is jolted back against the 
headrest and you feel your face doing that 


funny thing when your skin is pushed 
backwards to give you an instant facelift. 

And the power keeps on coming. You’ll 
pass the quarter-mile mark in 10.9 seconds 
as you fly past the national speed limit. You 
don’t get the dramatic soundtrack of a petrol 
supercar, of course, but the whirr of the 
electric motor and the whoosh of wind 
around the mirrors are almost as intoxicating. 

Ultimately, though, it’s the sheer shove 
this car’s got that has you yearning to bury 
the accelerator. Overtaking has rarely been 
less of a problem. Other than the power, 
performance and range upgrade, which 
combined add £10,800 to the P85D’s price 
(at £85,700), the P90D is pure Model S. 

In spite of the straight-line speed, this 
isn’t a car to throw around - the weight of 
the batteries, while low in the car, see to 
that. The steering is fine, yet not particularly 
direct, too. Still, the ride is pretty comfy. 

Inside, the sleek dash is dominated by 
the huge touchscreen that gets updated 
via WiFi and can control some advanced 
autonomous features. There’s plenty of 
space for two in the back, while a third 
person is able to squeeze in between 
without a nasty transmission tunnel to 
worry about - you can even add a pair 
of rear-facing seats in the boot. 

And with Tesla’s free-to-use Supercharging 
network growing to over 1,000 chargers 
across Europe, crossing the continent has 
never been cheaper, comfier or quicker. 
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Mercedes S 500 Coupe 


Essentials 


"\ 


Tesla Model SP90D 


Price: 

£85,700 

Engine: 

Electric, dual motor 

Power: 

255bhp front, 

496bhp rear 

Transmission: 

Single speed electric 
motor, four-wheel drive 

0-60mph: 

2.8 seconds 

Top speed: 

155mph 

Range: 

330 miles 

C0 2 : 

Og/km 


ON SALE Now 




ACCELERATION The P90D improves 
on the already brutal and rapid P85D, 
sprinting from 0-60mph in 2.8 seconds 
thanks to the new Ludicrous driving 
mode. Top speed is limited to 155mph 



Every Model S is 

available with a pair of rear-facing seats 
in the boot, which makes the P90D 
the fastest seven-seater in the world 


m Verdict 

EVEN the most hardened supercar 
collectors can’t fail to be impressed 
by Tesla’s new Model S P90D. 
Performance is eye-watering 
(literally), while if you take it 
easy, a range of over 300 miles 
on one charge is perfectly 
achievable - which is astonishing. 
It may lack the handling finesse and 
quality of a Mercedes-AMG E 63 or 
BMW M5, but as a family friendly 
continent-crosser, it’s a taste 
of the future - right now. 

★★★★★ 


Mercedes S 500 Coupe 

fIRSI DRIVE 'Entry-level' two-door is fast and luxurious, so who needs an AMG? 





James Batchelor 

James_Batcheior@dennis.co.uk 
Q @JRRBatchelor 

MERCEDES has traditionally been one 
of the best at producing large, imposing 
and ultra-luxurious two-door grand coupes, 
and the new S-Class is no exception. We’ve 
tried the powerful AMG models in recent 
months, but what’s life like at the entry 
point to the line-up, in the S 500 Coupe? 

Bottom of the range is a relative term 
here, as entrance to the exclusive S-Class 
club starts at a considerable £96,000. While 
the S 63 and S 65 enjoy AMG-tuned twin- 
turbo 5.5-litre V8 and 6.0-litre V12 engines 
under their long bonnets respectively, the 
S 500 makes do with ‘just’ a 4.7-litre V8. 

Although some people may scoff at its 
comparatively measly 449bhp output, it still 
has a colossal 700Nm of torque - allowing 
this two-tonne leather-lined grand tourer 
to cover 0-62mph in just 4.6 seconds. As a 
comparison, the twin-turbo V12 S 65 only 
gets there half a second quicker and is 
limited to the same 155mph top speed. 

Under hard acceleration, the S 500 is 
pleasingly vocal, too. While the AMG 
models get special sporty exhausts, the 
S 500 still offers up plenty of drama - with 


the V8 growling right through the rev range. 
But, as this is still an ultra-luxurious four- 
seater GT car, the Coupe is more than 
capable of travelling in near-silence. 

Thanks to a nine-speed auto box and 
double glazing, the S 500 can settle down 
to an eerily hushed cruise, making light 
work of motorways and long distances. Turn 
on to a country road and the slightly numb 
steering and the car’s vast size will remind 
you this is a grand tourer, not a sports coupe. 

Our test car raised comfort up to the next 
level, though, with its Magic Body Control 
system. It’s a £4,250 option and works 
by using a clever front-facing camera 
to scan the road and spot potholes and 
road imperfections, setting the car up to 
pre-empt any inevitable jolts. In fact, Magic 
Body Control is just the start, as our car had 
a wealth of desirable options, pushing the 
price up to an eye-watering £130,000. 

That, however, is the price of S-Class 
ownership, and, for those who can afford 
to splash out on arguably the flashiest 
Mercedes on the market, money isn’t likely 
to be a problem. But, far from being the 
AMG models’ lesser sibling, we thinkthis 
super-sleek, quiet and quick V8 S 500 
could be the pick of the S Coupe range. 




"Under hard acceleration, the S 500 is pleasingly 
vocal, with the V8 growling through the rev range" 


Essentials 

Mercedes S 500 Coupe 

Price: £96,195 
Engine: 4.7-litre twin-turbo V8 
Power/torque: 449bhp/700Nm 
Transmission: Nine-speed auto, 
rear-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 4.6 seconds 
Top speed: 155mph 
Economy: 33.2mpg 
C0 2 : 197g/km 

ON SALE Now 



The Coupe has the 
same dashboard as the S-Class 
saloon, crammed with technology, 
and can be extensively personalised 



PRACTICALITY There's plenty 
of room in the back seats, and, 
even with the standard panoramic 
roof, you get decent headroom, too 



Verdict 

MERCEDES has long produced 
some of the world’s finest four- 
seater coupes. However, most 
would agree its last attempt - the 
CL - wasn’t up to scratch. The new 
S-Class Coupe is bold, brash and 
imposing, but ultimately 
luxurious, which is key in this 
market. The entry-level S 500 
Coupe is everything it needs to 
be, making you wonder why you’d 
spend extra on the AMG versions. 
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MINI |ohn Cooper Works manual 





14 Jonathan Burn 

Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
Q @Jonathan_burn 

fTj MINI’S hottest ever hatch, the new 
ill John Cooper Works, has had one key 
ingredient missing from its tasty-looking 
recipe. We’ve only tested the latest model 
with a six-speed automatic gearbox; but 
we’re keen to find out if this already good 
hot hatch can become a great one, so 
we’ve now driven what is expected to 
be the best-selling manual version. 

This car isn’t quite as efficient, promising 
just over 42mpg economy and emitting 
155g/km of CO 2 compared to the auto’s 
49mpg and 133g/km. But when you factor 
in the £1,330 list price saving, the extra 
you’ll fork out at the pumps and the added 
£50 a year in road tax are easier to digest. 

It’s also fractionally slower, yet the 
automatic model’s 0.2-second advantage 
over the manual from 0-62mph (6.1 versus 
6.3 seconds) is barely detectable in the real 
world. Power delivery is equally relentless, 
making the 228bhp 2.0-litre four-cylinder 
turbo feel urgent and responsive, ripping 
through the rev range with such severity 
that it’s tough to keep up with gearchanges. 

But this is where the appeal of the manual 
blossoms. The extra layer of interactivity 
makes the whole package feel more alive, 
more alert and ultimately more rewarding. 
Working your way up and down the ratios 
yourself is far more satisfying 


Essentials 


MINI John Cooper 
Works manual 


Price: £23,050 


DRIVE Manual gearbox makes the 
|CW a much more involving and 
enjoyable drive than its automatic 
sibling. Hold on to gears while lifting off 
the throttle to hear crackles on overrun 


EQUIPMENT The MINI JCW's kit list is 
a little stingy. You'll need to pay extra for 
sat-nav, heated seats, climate control and 
these 18-inch wheels on our test car, which 
cost £740 more than standard 17-inch rims 


Engine: 

Power/torque: 

Transmission: 

0-62mph: 
Top speed: 
Economy: 
C0 2 : 

ON SALE 


2.0-litre 4cyl turbo 
228bhp/320Nm 
Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 
6.3 seconds 
153mph 
42.2mpg 
155g/km 

Now 


than simply flicking a shift paddle, with auto 
rev matching on the way down giving an 
audible throttle blip and adding to the thrill. 

Even though this is the cheapest version 
of the JCW, MINI has been rather stingy 
with the amount of standard kit. If you 
want sat-nav, you’ll have to pay extra for it 
- just like you will if you want heated seats, 
climate control and automatic lights. But 
tick too many boxes, and the price will 
rocket close to £30,000, pushing the 
MINI into Volkswagen Golf R territory. 

One option worth forking out for, though, 
is the £240 adaptive dampers. Toggle to 
Sport mode, and you can feel the car tense 
up - the steering weights up, the dampers 
become firmer and exhaust more raucous. 

You get lovely crackles on the overrun 
when lifting off the throttle, and you’ll soon 
find yourself hanging on to gears by bringing 
your foot up earlier for the gunfire soundtrack 
as the revs recede. Pin the throttle, and 
there’s huge in-gear pace thanks to 320Nm 
of torque available from l,250rpm, which 
swiftly gets you back up to speed. The 
dampers soften as you flick it into Normal, 
taking the edge off the ride. That maturity 
is echoed inside, too, with an upmarket 
cabin that retains MINI’S quirky look. 


MINI John Cooper Works 

FIRST UK DRIVE Thrilling manual version makes more sense than auto 



JCW model's red trim adds a sporty feel to the MINI'S upmarket and well built interior 



'it Verdict 

FITTING a manual gearbox has 
boosted the appeal of the MINI JCW. 
It’ll cost more to run, but the list 
price saving of £1,330 and greater 
driver engagment make this option 
a no-brainer. However, it’s worth 
noting that rivals, namely the lower- 
powered Ford Fiesta ST, offer as 
much fun for a fraction of the cost. 
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Alpina D4 Convertible 


New cars 



Dean Gibson 

Dean_Gibson@dennis.co.uk 



Alpina D4 Convertible 

Price: £54,950 


Engine: 

3.0-litre 6cyl bi-turbo 

Power/torque: 

350bhp/700Nm 

Transmission: 

Eight-speed Switchtronic 
auto, rear-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

4.6 seconds 

Top speed: 

155mph (limited) 

Economy: 

53.3mpg 

C0 2 : 

156g/km 

ON S Now 



Verdict 


THE Alpina D4 is the diesel M car 
that BMW hasn’t got the nerve to 
build. It delivers sharp handling 
and searing performance that 
tread on the toes of BMW’s own 
M4, yet boasts a subtle look that 
makes it more appealing. Add the 
lower running costs of the diesel, 
plus a near-£10k saving over the 
M4, and it’s very tempting. The 
Convertible isn’t the sharpest, but 
it’s no worse than the M4 drop-top. 



rjj ALPINA has spent 50 years fine-tuning 
Aii BMWs by increasing performance and 
sharpening the handling, and the latest 
model in the line-up is the new D4. 

It’s based on the BMW 435d, albeit 
without that car’s now-standard four- 
wheel drive, and is available in Coupe or 
Convertible form. Alpina has added its 
eight-speed Switchtronic auto, boosted the 
engine to 350bhp, revised the suspension 
and made a few cosmetic tweaks, too. 

Styling revisions include a minor bodykit 
and those not-so-subtle 21-inch alloys, but 
overall, the D4 has a less imposing look 
than BMW’s own flagship M4. Inside, there 
are blue-backed dials, a hand-stitched 
steering wheel and a numbered plaque 
on the dash remindingyou ofthe D4’s 
exclusivity. Everything else is pure 4 Series. 

The broad power band and 700Nm of 
torque mean the D4’s great for overtaking, 
while the engine has a sporty note for a 
diesel. The suspension tweaks more than 
compensate for the large wheels and low- 
profile tyres - the car is firm yet composed 
- but there’s plenty of tyre noise at speed. 

In corners, the D4 Convertible is pegged 
back by the extra weight of BMW’s complex 
folding hard-top. There’s some twist in the 
body, but the Alpina is still entertaining. 

The only real issue is with the gearbox, 
because, while it delivers crisp shifts in auto 
mode, me small buttons on the back ofthe 
steering wheel make manual changes fiddly. 


Coming soon 



TOYOTA 
C-HR 2017 

Previewed by the 
concept at 2014 Paris 
Motor Show, Toyota's 
new hybrid compact 
SUV is set to target 
Nissan's Juke 


SUPERMINIS 

Ford Ka 

2016 

Ford Fiesta 

2017 

Kia Rio 

2018 

Renault Twingo GT 
Renault 5 

2016 
late 2017 

SEAT Ibiza 

2017 

Smart ForTwo Brabus 

mid 2016 

Suzuki Swift 

2017 

Suzuki Baleno 

2016 

Volkswagen Polo 

2017 

FAMILY CARS 



Alfa Romeo Giulia 
Alfa Romeo Giulia Estate 
Audi A3 three-cylinder 
AudiA4 

BMW 3 Series Plug-in 
BMWi5 

DS4Crossback 
Honda Civic 
Honda FCEV 
Infiniti Q30 
Kia Optima facelift 
Kia Sportage 
JaguarXESportbrake 
Mazda large SUV 
MG5 

MINI Clubman 
MINI Countryman 
Nissan Leaf 
Porsche Panamera 
Porsche Panamera estate 
Renault Megane 
Subaru Levorg 
Tesla Model III 
Toyota Prius 
Toyota Mirai 
Vauxhall Astra 
Vauxhall Insignia 
VW Beetle Dune 
VWGolfCC 


SPORTS CARS 


Abarth 124 Spider 

2017 

Abarth 500X 

2017 

Alfa4CStradale 

2016 

Alfa 6C 

2016 

Aston Martin DB9 

late 2016 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage 

early 2016 

AudiA5 

spring 2016 

AudiA9 

2018 

Audi R4 

2016 

AudiTTRS 

2016 

AudiTTSportback 

2016 

Audi TT Sport Quattro 

2016 

BMW Ml 

2016 

BMW M2 

2016 

BMW M4 GTS 

2016 

Caterham sports car 

2018 

Ferrari FI 2 Speciale 

2016 

Ford GT 

2016 

Ford Focus RS 

2016 

Honda CR-Z 

2017 

Honda NSX 

2017 

Honda NSXTypeR 

2018 

Infiniti Q60 

2016 

JaguarXER 

early 2016 

Kia GT4 Stinger 

2016 

Lamborghini Asterion LP910-4 2017 

Lamborghini HuracanSuperleggera 2016 

Lexus GSF 

late 2015 

Lexus RC 

late 2015 

Lexus LF-LC 

2016 

Maserati Alfieri 

2017 

Maserati Gran Turismo 

late 2017 

McLaren 570 S 

late 201 5 

McLaren 540 C 

2016 

Mercedes C-Class Coupe 

2016 

Mercedes C450AMG Sport 

2016 

Mercedes C 63 AMG Coupe 

2016 

MG TF replacement 

2020 

Nissan Pulsar Nismo 

late 201 5 

Peugeot 308 

2016 

Peugeot 408 GT 

2018 

Porsche 961 

2017 


Porsche Pajun 

2018 

RenaultAlpine 

2016 

Toyota FT-1 (Supra) 

2017 

VWGolfR400 

2016 

TVR sports car 

2017 

VW Golf GTi Clubsport 

2016 

VWScirocco GTS 

2016 

SUVs 


Alfa Romeo SUV 

20l7 

Aston Martin DBX 

2019 

Audi Q1 

2016 

Audi Q5 

2016 

Audi Q6 

2018 

Audi Q8 

2020 

Audi RS Q1 

late 2016 

Bentley Bentayga 

2016 

BMW 1 Series Sport Cross 

2017 

BMWX1 

October 

BMWX2 

2017 

BMWX3 

2016 

BMWX7 

2018 

Citroen Grand Cactus 

2017 

Dacia Duster facelift 

2016 

Ford Edge 

late 2015 

Infiniti QX30 

mid 2016 

Jaguar F-Pace 

2016 

Jaguar ‘Baby’ F-Pace 

2018 

Kia Niro 

2018 

Lamborghini Urus 

2018 

Land Rover Defender 

2018 

Lexus RX 

late 2015 

Maserati Levante 

2016 

Mercedes AMG GT four-door 

2017 

Mercedes GLC Coupe 

early 2016 

Mercedes GLS 

early 2016 

MG GS 

2016 

Peugeot 3008 

2017 

Peugeot Quartz 

2016 

Porsche Cayenne Coupe 

2017 

Porsche Macan TurboS 

late 2015 

Porsche Macan GTS 

late 2015 

Porsche Panamera 

2016 

Qoros 2 SUV 

2016 

Qoros3CitySUV 

2016 

RenaultAlaskan pick-up 

2016 

Renault seven-seat SUV 

2016 

Rolls-Royce Cullinan 

2018 

SEAT SUV 

2016 

Skoda seven-seat SUV 

2017 

Skoda Coupe SUV 

2018 

Skoda Yeti 

2017 

Suzuki iM-4 

2018 

Tesla Model X 

late 2015 

Toyota C-HR 

2017 

Volkswagen Tiguan 

2016 

Volkswagen T-ROC 

2016 

VolvoXC40 

2018 

Volvo XC60 

2017 

PEOPLE MOVERS 


VWTouran 

November 

VWTransporter 

late 2015 

CABRIOLETS 


Audi R8Spyder 

2016 

Fiat 124 Spider summer2016 

Jaguar F-TypeSVR 

2016 

JaguarXE Convertible 

2016 

Lamborghini Huracan Spyder 

2016 

Mercedes C-Class Cabriolet 

late 2015 

Mercedes S-Class Cabriolet 

late 2015 

MINI Convertible 

2016 

Range Rover Evoque Cabriolet 2016 

Rolls-Royce Dawn 

2016 

VW Beetle Dune cabriolet 

2016 

LUXURY CARS 


AudiA8 

2017 

BMW 5 Series 

2016 

BMW 7 Series 

late 2015 

Cadillac ELR 

late 2015 

Infiniti Q80 

2020 

Lexus GS 

2016 

Mercedes E-Class 

2016 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 

2017 

VW Phaeton 

late 2016 

Volvo S90 

2016 


late 2015 
late 2016 
late 2015 
late 2015 
mid 2016 
2016 
2016 
2017 
mid 2016 
December 
late 201 5 
2016 
2016 
2017 
2020 
late 2015 
early 2016 
mid 2016 
2016 
2017 
mid 2016 
late 2015 
2016 
late 2015 
late 2015 
late 2015 
2017 
late 201 5 
2016 
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H Road tests 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 



of the year 2016 


TOWCAR 


Once again, we team up with 
the Caravan Club to name the 
top towcars across the key 
classes of the market, before 
crowning our overall champ 


WITH well over a million touring 
caravans on UK roads these days, 
the towcar market is big business. In 
fact, research has shown that caravan 
owners change their cars at least once 
every three years, meaning they’re 
often in the market for new models. 

And it’s not just the caravan fraternity 
that needs the best towcar for the job. 
Horseboxes, trailers and a whole host of 
other vehicles get hitched to our cars week 
in, week out. So, the right towcar for the job 
is essential to make your journey as safe 
and comfortable as possible. In an effort 


to take the strain out of this choice, 

Auto Express has once again teamed 
up with The Caravan Club to run the rule 
over the latest towcar contenders. 

A total of 43 models were put through 
the toughest towing test in the business, 
as we strived to find the car with the best 
pulling power on the market. We split our 
contenders into seven price bands, plus 
rated 4x4s in two classes, covering those 
weighing up to and over 1,800kg. The overall 
Towcar of the Year would come from one of 
our seven category winners. Plus, our judges 
handed out a special Innovation Award. 
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JOINING THE CLUB 

The Caravan Club was founded in 1907, and 
is Europe’s Largest touring organisation, with 
members owning around 500, □□□ cars. 


CARAVAN 

CLUB 


TOWCAR 



How we picked a winner 

OUR three-day test was again held at Millbrook Proving 
Ground in Bedfordshire, with Bailey of Bristol supplying 
caravans of different weights and sizes to tow. Ballast was 
added to each car to represent a family of four, and the 
vans were loaded to 85 per cent of the car’s kerbweight. 

Noseweights were set to the recommended limits: five 
to seven percent ofthe running weight orthe maximum 
weight for the coupling head - whichever was lowest. 

Our judging panel assessed each car and caravan for 
stability and composure at speed around Millbrook’ s 
two-mile high-speed bowl, with crosswinds providing 
real-world conditions. The acceleration tests were next, 
while the brakes were also put through their paces. 

A lap ofthe challenging Alpine hill route allowed our 
judges to assess handling, while 14 and 17 per cent 
inclines tested the cars’ ability to do hill starts and put 
hand, foot and electric parking brakes in the spotlight. 

Finally, our judges looked at ‘caravanability’ - how 
easily cars swallowed a raft of bulky camping essentials. 



Pictures: John Colley Location: Millbrook Proving Ground, Bedfordshire 


TEST 

TWEAKS 

Caravan 
noseweights 
and car weights 
were adjusted 
to create equal 
test conditions 
for all of our 
competitors 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 



“Ouriudaes looked at how easily 

cars swallowed bulk v essentials ” 


30 September 2015 45 




TOWCAR 


of the year 2016 



■ Under £17,500 


■ £17,500 - £22,000 


* f ! WITH only three contenders in this 
ill low-budget category, the result 
was a close call, but the MG6 S just 
nudged ahead to claim the prize. 

The car recently underwent a facelift, 
which brought tweaked engines, revised 
suspension and even more kit. With 
prices starting at just £14,000, the 6 is 
great value, too - and we test it against 
the Skoda Rapid on Page 54. But how 
did it fare once partnered up with the 
five-berth Bailey Pursuit 560-5? 

On Millbrook’s Alpine hill route, 
the 148bhp 1.9-litre diesel engine 
struggled to keep pace as well as 
some rivals, meaning you have to work 
the gearbox much harder to maintain 
momentum. The ride is fairly soft, but 
the MG6 does a good job of isolating 
occupants from the thumps and 
bumps. However, the steering is 
vague and not as sharp or engaging 
as we’d have liked while towing. 

And although the 350Nm torque 
output looks good on paper, the MG 
took a while to accelerate to 75mph on 
the high-speed bowl. Plus, the ride was 
a bit unsettled at times - especially in 


■ MG6 DTi Tech S 

■ SsangYong Korando SE 

■ SsangYong Korando SE 4 




the crosswinds - yet this did smooth 
out once up to motorway speeds. 

The MG6 gets a cavernous 498-litre 
load space, which rises to 924 litres with 
the rear seats folded. Sadly, the boot 
is hampered by its high load lip and 
narrow aperture, plus it failed to take 
all of our test equipment. However, as 
there’s no spare wheel, there’s room 
under the floor that can be used. 

Nonetheless, ourS-spec model looks 
smart, with its new angular front and rear 
bumpers and LED daytime running lights. 
The interior is comfortable, although the 
seats could do with more bolstering 
for longer journeys. And S trim brings 
heated seats, 16-inch alloys and an 
electronic parking brake as standard. 

The MG6 emits just 119g/km of CO 2 , 
so you’ll pay only £30 a year in road tax, 
while claimed 61.4mpg economy should 
mean fewer trips to the filling station. 


ONCE again, the contenders in this 
price band were closely matched, 
but it was the Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 110 
Dynamique Navthat took top spot. 

It was hitched to the two-berth 
Bailey Tirgano Silver 310, and proved 
to be a surprisingly good towcar - 
the Renault cruised round the high- 
speed bowl effectively and reached 
80mph more easily than expected. 

Not only that, it coped with the 
crosswinds admirably, meaning it 
felt safe and composed at all times. 

And it didn’t disappoint on the Alpine 
route, either. It pulled away confidently 
on the 17 percent hill start, even with a 
traditional handbrake that held both the 
car and van on the first attempt. Plus, 
the slick manual gearbox was simple 
to use, so it was easy to make the 
most of the Captur’s limited power 
on the tight and twisty hill circuit. 

Despite the engine’s lack of punch, it 
delivers a spirited drive and the positive 
steering makes the car easy to drive 
while towing. It’s bright and cheerful 
inside, with distinctive seat trims. The 
seat covers can also be removed to 



■ Citroen C4 Cactus 
BlueHDi 110 Flair 

■ Fiat Panda Cross 13 Multijet 

■ Renault Captur 

1.5 dCi 110 Dynamique Nav 

■ Suzuki Vitara 1.6 AIIGrip SZ5 

■ Toyota Auris 1.6 Touring 
Sports Business Edition 

■ Vauxhall Mokka 1.6 CDTi 136PS 


either change them with your mood 
or wash off dirt, which is very handy. 

The raised ride height and chunky 
stance make the Captur a distinctive 
compact SUV that offers a range of 
personalisation, including contrasting 
roof colours and bold bodywork decals 
to help it stand out from the crowd. 

Unfortunately, we weren’t able to 
fit all of our camping kit in the 377-litre 
boot. Still, the Renault does have a 
double floor, and once this is taken into 
account, the usable space increases to 
455 litres with the back seats in place. 


“Ride is fairly s of t, but the MG6 does a gggdjob of 

isolating passengers from the thumps and humps” 


“Engine delivers a spirited drive and the positive 

steering makes the car easy to drive while towing 


MG6 DTi TechS 

1 

(1 

Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 110 Dynamique Nav 



Price/as tested: £ 13,999/£14,599 
Engine: 1.9-litre 4cyl diesel 

Power/torque: 148bhp/350Nm 
Official econo my: 61.4m pg 
C0 2 /road tax: 1 19g/km/£ll0 
Kerbweight: 1,521kg 

30-60mph: 13.3 seconds 
40-60mpf nl0.5 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
53.8/31.8 metres 



Price/as tested: £17,695/£18,017 
Engine: 1.5-litre 4cyl diesel 

Power/torqu e: 108bhp/150Nm 

Official economy: 76.4m pg 

C0 2 /road tax: 98g/km/£0 

Kerbweight: 1,190kg 

30-60mph: 14.6 seconds 
40-60mp h: 1L6 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
55.8/28.9 metres 


46 30 September 2015 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 










r 

Testers’ notes 

“Millbrook’s tortuous Alpine route is a stern test of 
any car and caravan. Not only do the steep inclines and 
descents put engines and brakes under the microscope, 
the tight twists and turns amplify any waywardness and 
instabiity in the ride and handling of the combination.” 


Le sley Harris Road tester 


■ £ 22 , 000 - £ 26,000 


' f * THIS mid-range category included 
jJJ last year’s reigning champ in the 
form of the SEAT Leon ST. So could the 
Spanish star hold on to its crown? Well, it 
was dose, but in the final reckoning - and 
by just a handful of points - the newly 
revised VW Jetta 2.0 TDI 1 50 DSG SE walked 
away with the trophy this time around. 

The Jetta is no stranger to the Towcar 
podium, having picked up a hat-trick of 
trophies over the past few years; so it had 
a lot to live up to in this new guise. The car 
was hitched to a four-berth Bailey Pursuit 
440-4 caravan, and it soon became 
dear just why the VW is still so good. 

Its well established 148bhp 2.0-litre 
TDI engine remains as punchy as ever, 
making light work of hauling the hefty van 
around the challenging Millbrook routes. 

The two-mile bowl was a breeze, and 
even the crosswinds couldn’t upset this 
winning car and caravan combination. 
Better still, our judges were impressed 
with the acceleration times achieved 
by the Jetta, which allowed for safer 
overtaking manoeuvres. Yet it was on the 
hill routes that the car really came alive. 

Push the VW into a corner, and you’ll 
be rewarded with great body control and 
lots of grip. The only gripe was the DSG 
gearbox, which gets occasionally flustered 


■ Citroen C4 Picasso 

BlueHDi 150 Auto Exclusive 

■ Mitsubishi ASX 

4x4 2.2d Auto ZC-H 

■ Peugeot 3008 

1.2LPureTech 130 S&S Allure 

■ SEAT Leon ST 2.0 TDI 184PS FR 

■ SsangYong Korando 
Sports EX Auto 

■ Vauxhall Insignia 

Sport Tourer 2.0 CDTi 170PS 

■ Volkswagen Jetta 

2.0 TDI 150 DSG SE 


by the steeper inclines. Once unhitched, 
this is a practical family saloon that has 
one of the biggest boots in its class. Its 
510-litre capacity was more than big 
enough to swallow all of our items 
without having to fold the back seats. 

Our SE version gets alloy wheels, hill 
hold, DAB radio and cruise control as 
standard, plus the offer of a two-year service 
plan for £1 5.99 per month takes the sting 
out of maintenance costs. Add in the Jetta’s 
claimed 62.8mpg unhitched economy, and 
it’s easy to see why it has made a swift return 
to our Towcar of the Year leaderboard. 



“Ifs easy to see why the Volkswagen Jetta has made 

a swift return toour Towcar of the Year leaderboard ” 


WINNER: VW Jetta 2.0 TDI 150 DSG SE 



Price/as tested : £23,930/£24,740 
Engi ne: 2.0-iitre 4cyl diesel 

Power/torque: 148bhp/340Nm 
Official economy: 62.8mpg 

C0 2 /road tax: 1 20g/km/£30 
Kerbweight: 1,448kg 

30-60mph: 11.3 seconds 
40-60m p h: 8.3 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
54.6/30.1 metres 
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TOWCAR 


of the year 2016 


Tyre smoke filled the air in braking 
tests, as we slowed car and caravan 
from 60-30mph and 40-10mph 



“Hitching a double-axle caravan to a large SUV results in a 
hefty combined kerbweight, so it came as a surprise that 
the VW Touareg posted the shortest stopping distances 
here. It slowed from 60-30mph in 43 metres and from 
40-1 Omph in an impressively short 22.4 metres.” 


Lesley Harris Road tester 


J 


■ Best car between £26,000 and £30,000 


■ Fiat 500X 2.0 Multijet 140PS 

■ Ford Mondeo Titanium Estate AWD 

■ |eep Renegade 2.0 Multijet MOPS 4WD 

■ Mazda 6 2.2D 175PS Tourer Sport Nav 

■ Mazda CX-5 2.2d 175PS AWD Sport Nav 


■ Mitsubishi 1200 2.4d Barbarian 

■ Nissan Qashqai dCi 130 Tekna 4wd 

■ Peugeot 508 2.0 BlueHDi 150 S&S GT Line 

■ SEAT Leon X-Perience 2.0 TDI 150 SE Tech 

■ Skoda Octavia Scout 2.0 TDI 150PS 4x4 


■ SsangYong Rexton W ELX 

■ Subaru Forester 2.0d XE 

■ Toyota Avensis 2.0 Touring 
Sports Business Edition 

■ Volkswagen Golf SV 2.0 TDI 150PS DSG 


UNSURPRISINGLY, this price category 
had the most entries, and also had a 
returning champ hoping to retain its title. 
However, despite its numerous strengths, 
the VW Golf SV simply couldn’t match the 
148bhp Skoda Octavia Scout 2.0 TDI 4x4. 

Skoda is no stranger to this competition, 
and has a load of trophies to prove it. What 
made the Octavia Scout so special? To find 
out, we hitched it to a Bailey Pursuit 550-4. 

From the off, it’s hard not to like this car. 
For starters, once on the road, you’re hard 
pressed to rememberyou’re even towing. The 
car and van were in perfect harmony as they 
sailed around the high-speed bowl. Plus, 
there wasn’t a hint of disturbance from the 
crosswinds that blew across the track. 
Stability is crucial when towing, and the 
Octavia Scout certainly scored highly in this 
discipline. Even at speeds well in excess of 
our legal towing limit, it still felt rock-solid. 

Our model was fitted with a six-speed 
manual gearbox, which was a delight to use 
when paired with the very capable 148bhp 



engine. Even on the steepest 17 percent 
inclines, the Octavia Scout steamed 
ahead and took on corners with relish 
without having to work the gearbox hard. 

It looks like a rugged off-roader, with 
chunkier bumpers, plastic body cladding 
and a higher ride height than the standard 
Octavia, plus the permanent four-wheel 
drive is capable on slippery roads. 

Inside, you’ll find a clean and logically 
laid out dashboard, while the seats are 
comfortable. There’s also plenty of space 
for both driver and passengers, making 
this a fantastic family towcar. Its huge 
boot will hold 610 litres with the rear 
seats in place and 1,740 when they’re 
folded. And with 60.1mpg economy, 
it shouldn’t break the bank either. 

“Once on the r oad, y ou're 

hard pr esse d to remember 

thatvou’re even towing. 



WINNER: Skoda Octavia Scout 20 TDI 150PS 4x4 



Price/as tested : £25,405/£26 > 055 
Engi ne: 2.0-litre 4cyl diesel 

Power/torque: 148bhp/340Nm 
Official economy: 60.1mpg 

C0 2 /road tax: 1 25g/km/£ll0 
Kerbweight: 1,451kg 

30-60mph: 13.2 seconds 
40-60m p h: 10.5 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
46.0/29.8 metres 
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■ £ 30,000 - £ 40,000 


■ £ 40 , 000 - £ 50,000 


fj M SEVEN cars were up for this category 
ill crown, but it was yet another VW that 
stole the prize in the shape of the hugely 
popular Passat Estate 2.0 TDI DSG GT. 

Once again, the VW Group’s versatile 
2.0 TDI engine - tuned to the higher output 
of 187bhp - came up trumps, as the all- 
new Passat took on the challenges with 
relish. Even when hitched to the large 
Bailey Pegasus GT65 Verona caravan, 
it scored well in all of our disciplines. 

Like its Jetta stablemate, the Passat 
astounded the judges with its ability 
to haul the caravan with such agility. 

Our recorded acceleration figure from 
40-60mph was just eight seconds - beaten 
only by the larger 3.0-litre VW Touareg. 

However, it was on the hill route that 
the Passat really came into its own. Its 
whisper-quiet engine and six-speed DSG 
twin-cluch gearbox worked well together; 
plus, you don’t need to hunt for gears as 
in the Jetta, and the changes are smooth. 

Steep inclines were brushed aside by 
the lively engine, and even with such a 
large caravan on tow, it didn’t miss a beat 
as it charged up the 17 per cent incline. 

The ride is also excellent and soaks up 
lumps and bumps effortlessly. Around the 
high-speed bowl, it was always steady - 
reaching the legal speed limit and beyond 


■ Honda CR-V 1.6 i-DTEC SR 

■ Kia Sorento KX-3 

■ Land Rover Defender UO 

■ Nissan X-Trail 
dCi 130 n-tec 4wd 

■ SEAT Alhambra 

2.0 TDI 177PS SE Lux 

■ Volkswagen Passat Estate 

2.0 BiTDI 4M0TI0N 240PS GT 

■ Volkswagen Passat Estate 

2.0 TDI 190PS DSGGT 


with ease. This makes the Passat Estate 
an excellent long-distance cruiser. 

And there’s no need to worry about 
space, either, as the VW is vast in every 
respect. The 660-litre boot swallowed all 
our test kit with plenty of room to spare, 
plus the rear seats fold and increase that 
space to a whopping 1,780 litres. Plus, 
there’s lots of room for passengers. 

CO 2 emissions of 120g/km add up 
to an annual road tax rate of just £30, 
while a respectable 61.4mpg unhitched 
economy figure means the Passat won’t 
cost the earth to run. Our experts have 
also calculated that the car will retain 
44.2 per cent of its value after three years. 


THERE were only three entries in this 
price band, so the competition really 
was wide open. However, for the judges, 
one car stood head and shoulders above 
the rest - the Volkswagen Touareg. Taking 
another trophy for the VW cabinet, the 
R-Line 4M0TI0N model, with its 258bhp 
V6 TDI diesel, emerged victorious. 

It’s not surprising that this large 
SUV is the perfect towcar. The 3.0-litre 
engine made light work of hauling 
the twin-axle four-berth Bailey Unicorn 
Barcelona caravan around the course, 
and did so in style. While there was 
never a hint of hesitation as the Touareg 
stormed around the high-speed bowl, 
it did suffer from a slightly fidgety ride 
under 40mph. However, this does 
smooth out as speed increases; thus 
rendering the Touareg a comfortable 
and stable motorway cruiser. 

There’s plenty of power when you 
need it, too, as 580Nm of torque on 
tap ensures that there’s all the mid- 
range performance you could ever 
want, plus pick-up is rapid - as revealed 
by its excellent acceleration figures. 

Even with the extra weight of the 
caravan, the Touareg is still amazingly 
quick, with the sprint from 30-60mph 
taking just 9.1 seconds and a mere 



■ Kia Sorento KX-4 

■ Land Rover Discovery Sport 

■ Volkswagen Touareg 3.0 V6 

TDI 262PS 4M0TI0N R-Une 




seven seconds from 40-60mph. This 
coupled with the smooth-shifting auto 
makes the car a delight to drive. And 
that’s not all, because the Touareg is 
fairly nimble on its feet for such a large 
carthanks to nicely weighted steering 
and plenty of grip. So, it can be pushed 
hard in corners without losing composure. 

The Volkswagen is comfortable 
inside, too. Large leather seats provide 
good support, and the clean and stylish 
facia looks great. We tested the range- 
topping R-Line model, which gets a 
panoramic sunroof, keyless go, an 
electric tailgate, hill descent assist 
and hill hold as standard features. 

However, the boot is smaller than 
both the Jetta and Passat Estate’s, at 
580 litres, plus it failed to take all the 
required items in our test. Still, engine 
tweaks and other modifications have 
resulted in a reduced CO 2 emissions 
figure of 174g/km, which should 
keep the car’s running costs down. 


“The PassatEstate astounded our judges with 

its ability to haul the caravan with such agility^ 


‘Even with the extra weight ofthe caravan the 

Volkswagen Touareg is still amazingly quicks 


VW Passat Estate 2.0 TDI 190PS DSG GT 

1 

l 

VW Touareg 3.0 V6 TDI 262PS 4M0TI0N R-Line 



Price/as tested ; £31, 045/£32,385 
Engi ne ; 2.0-litre 4cyl diesel 

Power/torque: 187bhp/400Nm 

Official econom y: 61.4mpg 

C0 2 /road tax: 1 20g/km/£30 
Kerbweight: 1,581kg 

30-60mph: 10.4 seconds 
40-60mp hjj.0 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-10mph): 
51.3/28.9 metres 



Price/as tested : £48, 405/£49, 170 
Engine: 3.0-litre V6 diesel 

Power/torque: 617bhp/580Nm 

Official econo my: 42.8mpg 

C0 2 /road tax: 1 74g/km/£205 
Kerbweight: 2,185kg 

30-60mph: 9.1 seconds 
40-60mp h: 7.0 seconds 

Brakes (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
43.0/22.4 metres 
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Introducing the new, more powerful, more fuel-efficient 

T6 Transporter from Danbury. 

Versatile, flexible and packed with new innovations and technology. 
NEW T6 campervans from £38,995. USED campervans from £29,995* 



Danbury 

MotorCaravans 



www.danburymotorcaravans.com 


01454 310 000 



*Danbury VW T5 Transporter 2010, 40,000 miles, 5 seat Surf conversion. Subject to availabilty. 





of the year 2016 



BRAND'S 

BEST 

Disco beat other 
Land Rovers to 
this category 
title, and has 
huge 3,500kg 
towing capacity 


■ Over £$o,ooo 


\ J * LAND Rover was always going to 
J_l be a winner in this category, but 
which of its talented cars would carry 
off the trophy? Well, for the second 
year running, it was the Discovery 3.0-litre 
V6 HSE Luxury that emerged victorious. 

Once again, there were no surprises 
when the Discovery did everything that 
was asked of it after being hitched to the 
large Bailey twin-axle Unicorn Barcelona. 
The very capable 4x4 stormed round the 
high-speed bowl without really breaking 
a sweat, and thanks to its massive 
towing limit of 3,500kg, even the hefty 
caravan wasn’t going to blunt the 
Discovery’s excellent performance. 

Our 3.0 SDV6 HSE Luxury test model 
was praised highly by the judges for its 
impressive pulling power and effortless 
cruising ability. Tipping the scales at 
just over two-and-a-half tonnes, this 
heavyweight took everything in its stride, 
and not even the roughest of crosswinds 
dared to unsettle the sure-footed SUV. 

Even the twists and turns of the 
treacherous Millbrook Alpine route 


I Land Rover Discovery 
I Land Rover Range Rover Sport 
I Land Rover Range Rover 


failed to trip up the Disco as it wafted 
around the course with consummate ease. 

Plus, this chunky Land Rover not 
only delivers a relaxed drive, but can 
seat seven adults in true comfort. The 
swathes of leather, wood and other top- 
notch materials create a sumptuous 
cabin, while the high driving position 
gives a great view of the road ahead. 

There’s loads of storage within the 
cabin, too, with drinks and general bits 
and bobs all accounted for to keep 
children quiet on those long journeys. 

And, of course, there are plenty 
of gizmos to get to grips with. But 
you’ll need deep pockets to run the 
Discovery, with its 36.7mpg economy 
figure expected to drop dramatically 
once hitched to a caravan. CO 2 
emissions of 203g/km also mean 
you’ll pay £290 a year in road tax. 


■ BestAWD 
over 1,800kg 


Fj M WELL, there was absolutely no 
jU surprise that our£50k-plus champ 
scooped this heavyweight title. It was the 
heaviest car in the competition, at 2,583kg, 
yet Land Rover’s dependable Discovery 
felt like one of the lightest on its feet. 

It’s come a long way from its early 
days as a fairly utilitarian off-roader, 
but the Disco retains its go-anywhere 


spirit. Buyers probably won’t begin to 
scratch the surface of its capabilities 
in the rough, although they’ll enjoy the 
effortless driving and brilliant towing 
ability that the Discovery delivers. 

And there are plenty of goodies 
to play with, too - TV, DAB radio, a rear 
seat entertainment system and Trailer 
Stability Assist to name just a few. 


‘It was the heaviest car in the comp etiti on, yet the 

Land RoyerfehKke one of the lig htest on its feet” 


WINNER: Land Rover Discovery 3.0 V6 HSE Luxury 



Price/as tested: £ 59,970/£61,220 
Engine: 3.0-litre V6 diesel 

Power/torque: 252bhp/600Nm 
Official economy: 36.7mpg 

C0 2 /road ta x: 203g/km/£290 
Kerbweight: 2,622kg 

30-60mp h: 11.2 seconds 

40-60mp h: 8.6 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
57.2/30.1 metres 


■BestAWD 
under i, 8 ookg 


IT’S yet another win forVW, as the 
Passat Estate 2.0 BiTDI 4MOTION 
GT takes the under 1,800kg AWD trophy. 

Like its less powerful brother that 
scooped £30,000-£40,000 honours, the 
car wowed the judges with its hugely 
entertaining drive and towing ability. 

Even having a three-berth Unicorn 
Madrid unit hitched didn’t affect 


performance, as it hauled the van around 
the course without a second thought. 

The seven-speed DSG box worked a 
treat, yet as this four-wheel-drive version 
is heavier than its 2WD stablemate, 
economy drops to 52.3mpg, while CO 2 
emissions of 140g/km mean road tax 
will also be higher, at £130. Still, the 
big boot easily swallowed our test gear. 


“Discovery was praised highly fry the judges for 

its impressive pulling power and cruisinp ability ” 


“Even having a three-berth Unicom Madrid unit 

hitched didn’t gjject the Passat's performance ” 


WINNER: Land Rover Discovery 3.0 V6 HSE Luxury MM WINNER: VW Passat Estate 2.0 BiTDI 4M0TI0N GT 



Price/as tested: £ 59,970/£61,220 
Engine: 3.0-litre V6 diesel 

Power/torque: 252bhp/600Nm 
Official eco nomy: 36. 7m pg 
C0 2 /road tax: 2 03g/km/£290 
Kerbweight: 2,622kg 

30-60mph: 11.2 seconds 
40-60mp h: 8.6 seconds 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
57.2/30.1 metres 



Price/as tested: £ 36,175/£37,510 
Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl diesel 

Power/tor que: 237bhp/500Nm 

Official economy: 52.3mpg 

C0 2 /road tax: 1 40g/km/£l30 
Kerbweight: 1,721kg 

30-60mph: 8.2 seconds 
40-60mphj_63secoiids 

Braking (60-30/40-1 Omph): 
54.6/28.8 metres 
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Winners 

■ Under £17500 

MG6 


■ £17,500 -£22,000 

Renault Captur 

■ £22,000-£26,000 

Volkswagen Jetta 

I £26,00000,000 

Skoda Octavia Scout 

£B0,000-£40,000 

Volkswagen Passat Estate 

■ £40,000 -£50,000 

Volkswagen Touareg 

■ Over £50,000 

Land Rover Discovery 


t Ml 


of the Year 2016 


OVERALL WINNER: Land Rover Discovery 


fili ^Sthe moment of truth. Seven cars have taken 
±13 well deserved category wins, yet only one can be 
crowned the overall 2016 Towcar of the Year. The judges 
had a tough job* but in the end It was the land Rover 
Discovery that shone through to take our coveted title. 

It really is the ultimate towcar - whether it's pulling 
a caravan, trailer or horsebox, the big off-r oader is a 
sublime performer. Tested in this HSE Luxury guise, 
it gets a host ofequipment, too f including adaptive 
xenon headlam ps with daytime running lights, a 
Meridian sound system, digital TV and rear seat 
entertainment with two eight inch screens and 
WhiteFire wireless headphones all as standard. 

Unhitched, it's a perfect family vehicle with plenty 
of room for everyone. The stadium-sty Ee seating means 


that even occupants in the third row of seats have 
an unspoiled view of the road ahead - although the 
rearmost seats are a little bit heavy to put into position. 
Still, when they’re out of the way, the Discovery offers a 
huge 1,260 litres of load space in five-seat guise, while 
the manual seat-folding mechanism is easy to use, so 
getting all your caravan accessories in is a doddle. 

it’s supremely comfortable to drive with an interior that 
is sumptuous and full of luxury touches, as you'd expect. 
But this heavyweight champ is no slouch, either. The 3.0- 
litre V6 engine delivers all the power you need even when 


hitched to a hefty twin-axle caravan. When towing in our 
acceleration tests, the Discovery sprinted from 30-60mph 
in 1 1,2 Seconds and 40 60mph in 6,6 seconds - truly 
remarkable times For a car that weighs 2,622kg. 

There's no denying that the Land Rover is pricey, but it 
outstrips ail the class leaders in terms of what you can 
expect to get back over three years, with our experts 
predicting that It'll retain 54-3 percent of its value. 

So. if you need a capable all-rounder with effortless 
towing abilities and class-leading off road credentials, 
then the Land Rover Discovery takes some beating. 


“Discovery is the ultimate towcar -whether its pulling q caravan ■ 

trailer or horsebox, the big off-roader is a sublime performer” 
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Road tests 


MG6 vs Skoda Rapid 


Basic instinct 
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MG6 vs Skoda Rapid 


Road tests 



New MG6 promises a no-nonsense 
blend of space and value, but is it a 
better option than the Skoda Rapid? 

Pictures: Pete Gibson Location: Keyston, Cambridgeshire 
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MG6 vs Skoda Rapid 


MODEL TESTED: MG6 DTi Tech TL 

PRICE: £17,995 ENGINE: 1.9-Litre 4cyl, 148bhp 


SALES of the original MG 6 were slow, but 
with more tech and efficiency at an affordable 
price, has MG finally cracked the code and made 
an appealing family car? Here we test the £17,995 
MG 6 DTi Tech TL model to find out. 

Styling 2.8/5 

YOU’LL have to look closely to detect the styling 
changes over the old car, but the new MG 6 sports 
a few subtle design differences. These include 
a massaged front bumper that now features 
directional headlamps on this top-spec TL model, 
LED daytime running lights, some extra chrome 
detailing and a sharper look to its rear bumper, 
including some fake mesh vents lower down. 

There are also new LED light clusters at the back. 

The result is positive, adding an extra injection 
of visual tension to the car’s design, but the basic 
flowing silhouette of the MG 6 hasn’t changed much. 
This is no great shame, as the car’s proportions and 
fastback style work nicely, and compared to the 
more angular Skoda, the sleeker appearance 
gives the MG strong presence on the road. 

Inside, quality is improved marginally over 
the old 6, but the big news is the seven-inch 
touchscreen infotainment system. Sat-nav 
comes as standard and there’s also a MirrorLink 
feature so you can pair your smartphone with 
the car and use the screen to control selected apps. 

While the tech tally inside is good (a reversing 
camera, Bluetooth, DAB, heated seats and cruise 
control all come fitted as standard), it’s the way 
these gadgets are integrated that leaves a little to be 
desired. The touchscreen is a good size, but the menu 
system is difficult to work and the layout isn’t that 
intuitive. The climate controls are also located under 
a big chunk of hard plastic that houses the CD player 
and air vents, while the screen showing the 
temperature on our car had already gone hazy. 

Leather seats add a more premium air to 
the interior, but focus on materials you don’t 
touch so much - like the plastics on the doors 
and transmission tunnel - and the MG’s 
perceived quality drops a few notches. Still, 
at £17,995 for this top-of-the-range TL trim 
it’s hard to complain at what’s on offer. 

Driving 2.5/E 

MG has axed the Magnette saloon from the MG 6 
range, alongside the petrol engine. It means this 
five-door diesel hatch is the only version on sale, 
which is a good thing, as the 1.9 -litre DTi Tech makes 
most sense. Producing i48bhp and a strong 35 oNm 
of torque, it’s an adequate performer. However, the 
extra 322kg over the Skoda meant the 1,539kg MG 6 
was actually slower off the line from o-6omph. We 
recorded a time of 9.7 seconds, which is still 
respectable, but not as fast as we’d hoped. 

On the road, it’s in-gear acceleration that 
matters more, though, and here the MG’s larger 
engine paid dividends. It was 1.9 seconds quicker 
than the Skoda from 30-50mph in fourth and 
2.5 seconds faster from 50-70mph in fifth. 

There’s no automatic option available, but the 
six-speed gearbox means the MG 6 is more flexible 
and a more refined cruiser than the five-speed 
Rapid, pulling lower revs at 7omph, which helped 
contribute towards quieter noise readings as our 
figures show. However, that’s where the MG’s 



Testers’ notes 

“With 16-inch alloy wheels as standard, just four 
paint colours to choose from and the relatively 
conservative design, we think a dose of the 
smaller MGB’s funky personalisation options 
would have injected some more interest into this 
revised model - especially with the savings 
available over rivals. Customsiation is a big 
part of the new car market that MG could 
tap into. Maybe it’s missed a trick here.” 

Disdale Road test editor 


driving highlights end. That gearbox isn’t the easiest 
to use and the quality of the shift and heavy clutch 
action spoil the smooth torque available low-down. 

Rev the engine harder and the noise gets coarser, 
shattering the air of refinement when cruising. 

Turn off the motorway and on to a back road, and 
the car’s soft ride highlights a lack of body control. 

On bumpy tarmac the MG lurches around and you 
can feel the wheels bouncing around underneath 
you. And while the steering delivers feedback, 
it’s the sort you would rather not have as the 
wheel kicks and writhes in your hands. Tire MG 
also has a tendency to wander at higher speeds. 

Ownership 3.8/5 

ONE drawback to MG ownership is the limited 
number of UK dealers. There are just 46 UK 
franchises compared to Skoda’s 13 5 -strong 
network, so you might have to travel further 
than you’d like to get your 6 serviced. 

With 15,000-mile/one-year intervals it won’t 
be too painful, but as the brand finished in 20th 
place in our Driver Power 2015 dealer survey, 

MG has plenty of room for improvement when 
it comes to aftersales care. It fared better in our 
Driver Power manufacturers chart, coming home 
in fourth position, and beating more premium 
brands such as Audi, BMW and Mercedes. Only 
perennial top performers Lexus, Jaguar - and, 
importantly, Skoda - finished higher. 

Safety isn’t quite so good on the 6, however. 

While six airbags and ESP come as standard, 
there aren’t any autonomous driver aids to 
improve safety. With the basic car unchanged 
from the previous 6, this MG retains the 
four-star Euro NCAP rating from 2011. 

Running costs 3.8/5 

ALTHOUGH the 6 doesn’t boast the Rapid’s variable 
servicing schedule, routine maintenance costs of 
£534 for the first three years are acceptable, even if 
they’re more expensive than the Skoda’s competitive 
£479 bill for its three-year/3 0,0 00-mile package. 

The MG emits log/km more C 0 2 than the 
Rapid at ii9g/km, so business users taxed at the 
lower rate will pay £6 6 a year more than those who 
choose the Skoda. The total company car tax bill for 
the year is £753 with a Benefit in Kind rate of 21 per 
cent, although business users are likely to stomach 
this because of the extra kit on offer. Equally, private 
buyers would put up with the £10 pricier road tax as 
the car is so much cheaper to buy in the first place. 
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MG6 


Updates 

CHANGES to MG’s exterior are subtle, but mesh 
vents near exhaust and new LED light clusters 
at the rear add some extra flair. Larger engine 
meant 6 was quicker in-gear than Skoda, but 
clutch is heavy and handling lacks a bit of control 


£30 or 21% 


498/1,379 Litres 


9.7/8. 9 seconds 


50.2/36.8/9.4m 


£68 fill-up 


Performance 

0-60/30-70mph 


u 

Braking 

70-0/60-0 /30-0mph 


Running costs 

49.8mpg (on test) 


C0 2 /tax 

119g/km 


Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 




Materials 

LEATHER seats 
are a nice touch, 
but some of the 
materials lack 
the quality feel 
of Skoda’s. Still, 
there’s plenty 
of kit, such as 
heated seats 



Practicality 3.8/5 

BOOT space isn’t bad in the MG, although it 
trails the Skoda here, offering 498 litres with 
the seats up and 1,379 with the rear bench folded. 
However, despite the big hatch opening there is 
quite a pronounced lip to lift bags past. 

The MG is longer overall and has a longer 
wheelbase at 2.7m, but despite its bigger footprint, 
it’s actually smaller inside than the Rapid. Our 
measurements show there’s less legroom in the rear, 
while the cabin in the front feels more hemmed in. 

Storage isn’t a match for the Skoda, either. There 
are two tiny lidded cubbies on the transmission 
tunnel, average-sized door bins and a central 
compartment between the front seats, but that is it. 


Testers’ notes 


“The MG6 range starts at £13,995 with the 
basic 5 version, so if you want a big hatch 
to cope with family life on a tight budget, 
look no further. It’s worth bearing in mind, 
however, that the 5 is only available in white. 



Dean Gibson Dep. road test editor 
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MODEL TESTED: Skoda Rapid SE 1.6 TDI 

PRICE: £18.135 ENGINE: 1.6-Litre 4cyl, 113bhp 


THE Skoda Rapid blends supermini running 
costs with large hatchback practicality, which 
has made it a strong choice for buyers wanting lots 
of space for not much cash. Here we test the 
mid-spec £18,135 Rapid SE to see if it has what it 
takes to beat the cheaper, better-equipped MG 6. 

Styling 2.9/5 

PRACTICAL cars like our two contenders here 
need to be usable, so styling often takes a back seat 
in the pursuit of a shape that delivers versatility. 
That’s the case with the Rapid as Skoda’s designers 
have focused on maximising room inside the 
cabin and boot. As a result, the car’s square form 
has only been gently teased to create a few 
trademark sharp lines that provide a bit of impact. 

Overall, the look is more minimalist than 
design-led, but Skoda’s trademark grille and raised 
bonnet section create a wide V shape that gives the 
car a solid look, along with square headlamps and 
foglights. There’s a strong shoulder line running 
back along the doors and into the rear light clusters, 
which feature a C-shape graphic when lit up. 

A chunky C-pillar and some intersecting lines 
on the boot and rear bumper add more visual appeal, 
but on the whole, with 15 -inch alloy wheels fitted as 
standard and our test model’s dark metallic grey 
paintwork, the appearance is understated. There’s 
not much to split the two cars in terms of looks, but 
at £18,135 this Rapid SE model can’t match the 
range-topping MG 6 TL for price or features inside. 

Air-conditioning comes as standard, but it costs 
£440 to upgrade to climate control. Cruise control 
is on the kit list, as is Bluetooth, but these are the 
Rapid’s equipment highlights. Sat-nav costs £575, 
DAB £100, heated seats a further £250, parking 
sensors are £380 extra, metallic paint costs £535 
and xenon lights another £500, while a reversing 
camera and leather aren’t even available. 

To bring the Skoda’s equipment levels up to 
match the MG’s spec as closely as possible would 
cost £2,680, bumping the overall price up to £20,815 
- this highlights just how strong a value proposition 
the revised MG is. Inside, the Rapid does clawback 
some lost ground thanks to higher-quality materials 
and a more cohesive, logical design - even if it’s quite 
bland. It’s not the last word in luxury, but it mixes 
quality with a robust feel. Everything is easy to use, 
with well labelled buttons and clear, legible dials 
that look more expensive than those in the MG. 

Driving 3.2/5 

IT might be down on power compared to the MG, but 
the Skoda’s smaller 1.6 -litre TDI engine still packs a 
punch, helped by the car’s lower 1, 217kg kerbweight. 
The lighter Rapid was actually faster than its rival from 
o-6omph, taking 9.3 seconds in our performance 
tests. It narrowly beat the MG through the gears, 
too, accelerating from 30-70mph one tenth quicker 
in 8.8 seconds, helped by the positive gearchange. 
Where the smaller-capacity engine can’t match 
the brawnier MG’s diesel (the Rapid is lOoNm 
down on torque) is in-gear acceleration. 

With only five gears and a higher top speed, 
the transmission has to cover a wider range, which 
knocks the edge off performance. It’s still respectable, 
though - taking 4.0 seconds between 30 and somph 
in third, for example - and will be sufficient for most 
owners. Even on the motorway there’s a decent 



Testers’ notes 

“Unfortunately, there’s no auto version available 
in conjunction with this 113bhp 1.6-litre engine - 
and no self-shifting gearbox option at all on the 
MG. If you’re after a Rapid that’s even easier to 
drive, you’ll have to drop down to the 88bhp 
1.4-litre TDI, where Skoda’s DSG dual-clutch box 
is offered. It’s £1,160 more than the manual and 
Bg/km CO 2 less efficient, but as it emits 99g/km 
CO 2 in total, it’ll still be road tax free.” 

Disdale Road test editor 


amount of punch for overtaking. However, 
the Rapid really proves it’s head and shoulders 
above the MG on the road with its handling. 

The steering is sharper, the body control tighter 
and the feedback the chassis gives clearer. It means 
you can drive the Skoda faster as the car has more 
composure than the MG, without it feeling stretched. 
It still bounces around, though, and the quality of the 
damping shows it’s been built down to a price. Big 
bumps do knock the car offline a little and can 
sometimes send a shockwave through the chassis, 
but on the whole it’s comfortable. More importantly, 
with lighter, more consistent controls, the Rapid is 
easier to live with, particularly around town. 

Ownership 4.4/5 

IF you think MG’S performance in our Driver Power 
2015 survey was impressive, Skoda went one better, 
finishing third overall. However, this was a slip from 
first in 2014, while its dealer network also dropped 
three places to fourth. Still, it’s a solid performance 
that should make the ownership experience as 
easy as possible - and as the Rapid uses tech from 
elsewhere in the VW Group, it should also be reliable. 

When it comes to safety, the car has a strong 
record. It scored a full five-star Euro NCAP rating 
when it was tested in 2012 - but the assessment has 
changed since and is even more stringent. Six airbags 
come as standard, and for £350 you can add Skoda’s 
front assist system, which will automatically apply 
the brakes if it senses you’re likely to hit an object. 

Running costs 4.0/5 

THE Skoda’s list price is £140 more expensive than 
the MG’s, but lower i09g/km C 0 2 emissions mean its 
Benefit in Kind rate is only 19 per cent. For business 
users, this makes the car cheaper to run, while the 
smaller, more efficient 1.6 TDI engine in the Rapid 
is better when it comes to fuel economy, too. 

On test, we recorded si.ompg, which was i.2mpg 
better than the MG’s 49.8mpg result. Over one year, 
or 12,000 miles, Skoda drivers will be £29 better off 
at the pumps - a small, but important saving. It’s a 
similar stoiy with insurance. Both cars are rated at 
group 17, but the Rapid is £14 cheaper for our sample 
driver to insure, at £479 for 12 months’ cover. 

Our experts also predict the Skoda will have 
an advantage on residuals. They expect it to hold 
on to 42.3 per cent, or £7,675, of its value after 
three years. That compares favourably with the 
MG, which is predicted to retain just 31.8 
per cent, or £5,724, of its price when new. 




On the road 


SKODA’S designers have opted for substance over style 
with the Rapid, so it does look a bit bland next to the 6. 
However, it was quicker off the line and body control is 
noticeably tighter, while the steering is sharper, too 


Practicality 4.0/5 

THE Skoda has a definite practicality advantage over the MG, 
packing in 52 litres more boot space, at 550 litres which increases 
to a 111-litre advantage if you fold the seats. The huge hatchback 
reveals a space that’s a more uniform shape according to our 
measurements, plus it’s easier to load. There are also plenty 
of ‘Simply Clever’ Skoda features (see Head to head, opposite). 

The squarer roofline means visibility is better in the Skoda, 
and with more trinket trays, bigger door bins and a roomier cabin, 
storage and space inside is better. The only slight drawback is 
the CD player in the glovebox, which eats into room. 
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C0 2 /tax 

109g/km 
£20 or 19% 



Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
550/1 ,490litres 



Performance 

□-60/30-70mph 
9.9/8. B seconds 



Braking 

70-0/60-0/3 0-0mph 
51. 6/38. 1/9. 6m 



Running costs 

51.0mpg (on test) 

£61 fill-up 


Skoda Rapid 



HEAD TO 

HEAD 

Neat touches 

THE Rapid features Skoda’s 
‘Simply Clever’ touches as 
standard, including an ice 
scraper inside the fuel filler 
flap, a reversible boot floor, 
a parking ticket holder on the 
windscreen and a handy storage 
tray under the front seat. 
They’re small, but thoughtful 
features that’ll make the car 
easier to live with than the MG6. 



Space vs style 

NEITHER of these cars is a design 
icon, but they offer inoffensive 
looks to go with their family 
friendly practicality. While the 
Skoda is larger inside, the MGG is 
arguably that bit more svelte in 
styling terms. As ever, personal 
choice is likely to play a major 
part in your buying decision. 




Quality 

LAYOUT in cabin 
might be bland, 
but quality is 
much better 
than in MG6, 
as is practicality - 
Skoda’s boot has 
550-litre capacity. 
Equipment is 
very easy to use 



Testers’ notes 


“Skoda also sells a Rapid Spaceback estate, 
but don’t think this automatically offers more 
practicality. The boot is actually 135 litres 
smaller with the seats up and the load space 
disadvantage remains if you fold them down.” 


o 


Sean Carson Senior road tester 
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DMS AUTOMOTIVE 

UNLEASHING PERFORMANCE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES 


AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER IS YEARS 


DMS CLS63 AMG (EVO AUGUST '14) "ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER" 

DMS 1M (EVO MARCH 12) "THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM" 

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER '10) "IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2" 

DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY '09) "THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 
DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) "IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 

DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE '11) "DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 



BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF 
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO 
UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH 
PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR 
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO 
V12 SUPERCARS. 

AUDI 

AUDI RS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

AUDI R8 VI 0 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

AUDI RS4 B7/ R8 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI S3 / GOLF R » 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI 3.0TDI (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP 
AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP 
AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP 

BMW 

M5 V10 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) 

X5M /X6M » 618+ BHP 
1M » 411+ BHP 

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

Ml 35i/ M235i » 402 BHP 

M4/M3 3.0T » 520+ BHP 

M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP 

M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP 

F10 520D » 240 BHP 

F10 530D » 305 BHP 

335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D » 252 BHP 


316D/216D/116D » 160 BHP 

318D/218D/118D » 225 BHP 

330D E90 » 296+ BHP 

320D E90 » 215 BHP 

420i/320i/220i/1 20i » 275+ BHP 

4351/ F30 335i » 390 BHP 

428i/328i » 295 BHP 

535D / 335D / X5 SD » 355+ BHP 

640D/335D/535D/435D » 390 BHP 

730D » 305+ BHP 

X5 4.0D / 740D » 370 BHP 

X5 3.0D » 305 BHP 

X6 X5.0I 4.4 » 500+BHP 

X6 M 50 D/X5 M 50 D/550 D » 450 BHP 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

A200CDi/C200CDi/E200CDi » 175 BHP 
A250/C250 » 260 BHP 
A45/CLA45 » 420 BHP 
C300 HYBRID » 285 BHP 
A220CDi/C220CDi/E220CDi » 215 BHP 
C350/CLS350/E350/S350 » 315 BHP 
E400 /C450 » 420+ BHP 
C400 » 400 BHP 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 690+BHP 
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 
S65 (W222) » 780 BHP 
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP 
C63 AMG 6.3 » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 


C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS 
SL63 AMG 6.3 » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT, 
RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 
CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 
SLK55 AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

320 CDi V6 » 274 BHP 
350 CDi V6 » 312 BHP 
420 /450 CDi V8 » 358 BHP 

ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 

R ROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP 
R ROVER 4.4 SDV8 » 395+ BHP 
R ROVER 3.0 TDV6» 315+ BHP 
R ROVER 3.0 SDV6 » 345+ BHP 
EVOQUE/DISCO SPORT 2.2 DIESEL 
» 240+ BHP 


PORSCHE 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP 
996TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S» 376+ BHP 
997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997 GT3 UP » 436 BHP 
BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP 
CAYMAN S» 342 BHP 
MACAN 3.0D » 315 BHP 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP 


CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP 
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP 


EXOTIC /MISC 

FERRARI CALIFORNIA » 487 BHP 

FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP 

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP 

GALLARDO » 546 BHP 

LP560 » 608+BHP 

LP640 » 707 BHP 

HURACAN » 640+ BHP 

AVENTADOR » CALL FOR DETAILS 

MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP 

MCLAREN 650S » 720 BHP 

MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP 

MAS E RATI GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL » 470 BHP 

MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP 

MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP 

MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP 

MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP 

BENTLEY CGT/ F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 680+ BHP 

BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON) » 695 BHP 

BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP 

FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS, 

PLEASE CALL US. 


SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE 

f 

/DMSAUTOMOTIVE 

FOLLOW US FOR OUR LATEST NEWS 

WWW.DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 


WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND INSTALLATION 

UK 0800 030 5555 I NT: +44 800 030 5555 
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DESIGNED IN THE UK 
DEVELOPED AT OUR 

IMU R BURG Rl IMG 

TESTING FACILITIES 


MORE 

BHP 

EQUALS 

LESS 


ELJUALS 

MORE 




Figures 


Results 


MG6 vs Skoda Rapid 


Skoda Rapid 
SE 1.6 TDI 



MG6 

DTi-Tech TL 



Road tests 


Deals & 


On-the-road price/total as tested 

£18,135/£18,670 

PRICE 

£17,995/£17,995 

UIsL-UUI Its 

Residual value (after 3yrs/30,000) 

£7,675/42.3% 

IH£RE*3 only £1*0 

£ 5,724/31.8% 

RESIDUALS 



Depreciation 

£10,460 

between the car* 

£12,271 

skouas residual 


Facts, figures and advice 

Annual tax liability std/higher rate 

£687/£l,374 

on poce. taut you'll 

£753/£l,507 

values aren't 


powered by carbuyer.co.uk 

Annual fuel cost (12k/20k miles) 

fl,178/fl,964 

nvore brngng (he 

£1,207/£2,011 

exactly steUar. 

ViG f sik a 


1 carbuver 

Ins. group/quote/ road tax band/cost 

17/£479/E/£20 

Hjpd'sfcfrupto 

17/£493/E/£30 

further 3Q per can 


Cost of lst/2nd/3rd service 

£479 (3yrs/30,000) 

the MG' Wvdrt 

£148/£238/£148 

behind It might be 


a -cq.uk 



cheap? to buy, 

h* ii- Manrsnatiiw 


Length/wheelbase 

4, 483/2, 602mm *— 

DIMENSIONS 

4, 651/2, 705mm 

iLJLII Oep^UflULIl 

rs steeper 



Height/width 

1,461/1, 706mm 

SWDWS footer r>t 

1,472/1, 827mm 



WITH the MG starting at 

Engine 

4cyl in-line/1, 596cc 

js sutler 

4cyl in-line/1, 849cc 

£13,995, it’s hard to think 

Peak power 

113/3,500 bhp/rpm 

(tie MG'a. but the 

148/4,000 bhp/rpm 



how the car can get any 

Peak torque 

250/1,500 Nm/rpm 

dasaercabn is 
actually rawnor 

350/1,800 Nm/rpm 



cheaper, but there are 

Transmission 

5-spd man/fwd 

, itelwhoUHa 

6-spd man/fwd 

still deals available. 

Fuel tank capacity/spare wheel 

55 litres/repair kit 


62 litres/repair kit 

MG is offering the 6 on a 

Boot capacity (seats up/down) 

550/1,490 litres 

advantage fid 

498/1,379 litres 

zero per cent finance contract 

Kerbweight/ payload/towing weight 

1,217/535/1, 200kg 


1,539/601/1, 600kg 

with a short 24-month term 

Turning circle/drag coefficient 

10.2 metres/N/A 


11.5 metres/N/A 



for just £349 a month on the 

Basic warranty (miles)/recovery 

3yrs (60,000)/3yrs 


3yrs (60,000)/lyr 

DRIVER! POWER 


top-spec TL variant. 

Service intervals/UK dealers 

Variable/135 

PWORMANCE 

15,000 (lyr)/46 

UG'S Showtig rt 

fki* cjinrf a- kunri 


If sat-nav is a bigger draw 

Driver Power manufacturer/dealer pos. 

3rd/7th 

LOWER-powered 

4th /20th 

ui amrATaLTiu i 

sirvey ftgood, 


than leather, this drops to 

NCAP: Adult/child/ped./assist/stars 

94/80/69/71/5 (2012) 

lfifidownon 
torque, ioq, but 

73/71/42/71/4 (2011) 

with owners 


£319 for the mid-spec TS. 



lighter weight 


mer cars 


MG will put down a £500 

0-60/30-70mph 

9.3/8.8 secs 

helped the Rapid 

97/8.9 secs 

Howmt. Skoda s 


deposit contribution, too, 

30-50mph in 3rd/4th 

4.0/7.5 secs 

□Litacceierate MS 

3.9/5. 6 secs 

pnertcxmsDCi is 
even better despte 


but in the representative 

50-70mph in 5th/6th 

9.1 secs/N/A 

from 0-^Ufnph 

6.6/10.5 secs 

slipping a lew 


example you’ll have to stump 

Top speed/rpm at 70mph 

125mph/2,000rpm 


120mph/l,800rpm 

places this year 


up £9,1 19 for the TL and 

Braking 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

51. 6/38. 1/9. 6m 


50.2/36.8/9.4m 



£8,039 for the TS. 

Noise levels outside/idle/30/70mph 

79/54/68/75dB 

STANDARD KIT 

7 5/53/67/73dB 



Unlike other deals, the 

Auto Express econ (mpg/mpl)/range 

51.0/11.3/617 miles 

SKODA can't 

49.8/10.4/679 miles 

Oh 


total amount payable is the 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

55.4/76.4/67.3mpg 

match lhftMG6 

52.3/68.8/61.4mpg 

emissions ana 


same as the cash price - 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

12.2/16.8/14.8mpl 

tar spec, but 

11. 5/15.1/13. 5mpl 

■ now lugykrn Iowa* 
man for previous 


£16,195 and £17,995 for the 

Actual/claimed C02/tax bracket 

148/109g/km/19% 

som#iDw (f siiU 

has rntre of 

152/119g/km/21% • 

' VjG 6. but ewai at 


TS and TL respectively - so 



a premium feel 


HSg/kiTi it can't 


you won’t lose out if you opt 

Airbags/lsofix/parkingsensors/cam 

Six/yes/£380/no 

nside due to ft 

Six/yes/yes/yes 

match Skoda's Iss 
□bUutirw engine 


for the finance agreement. 

Automatic box/stability/cruise control 

No/yes/yes 

better-puality 

No/yes/yes 

TH Dr 

Hoad tax is now 


Skoda also offers some 

Clim control/leather/heated seats 

£440/no/£250 

rnatH'ials aid 

LlKlgl - such 

Yes/yes/yes 

1 oH.y LiU though, 


competitive finance deals on 

Met paint/xenon lights/keyless go 

£535/£500/£340 

astheusar- 

Yes/yes/ no 

the same Rapid 1.6 TDI SE as 

Sat-nav/USB/DAB/Bluetooth 

£575/yes/£100/yes 

InendlY sat-nav 

Yes/yes/yes/yes 

our test car. With a £2,720 


1st 


SKODA 

NEITHER car majors on 
style or enjoyment, but it’s 
the more efficient, more practical Rapid 
that wins here. While it’s not as cheap 
to buy and doesn’t feature as much 
kit, the Skoda’s running costs will 
offset the difference in price over three 
years, with stronger residuals, cheaper 
insurance, lower CO 2 and higher mpg. 
Plus, the bigger boot, roomier cabin and 
better drive give it an edge over the MG. 


In red = equipment fitted to our test car. Insurance quotes from AA (Tel 0800 107 0680 orwww.theAA.com) 
fora 42-year-old living in Banbury, Oxon, with three penalty points. Residual values provided by CDLVIP Data. 


2nd 


MG 

THERE’S no doubt the 
changes to this new MG6 
have resulted in a better car. It’s more 
efficient, boasts lots of equipment 
and is seriously well priced. But its 
bigger engine doesn’t give it a real 
performance advantage and it can’t 
match the Rapid dynamically, either. 
And where it really counts in this 
class - CO 2 and space - the MG 
sits in the Skoda’s shadow. 


deposit on a 36-month 
contract (limited to 10,000 
miles per year), the monthly 
payments work out at £274 
with interest charged at the 
same zero per cent as the 
MG. However, unlike on the 
MG, there’s an optional final 
balloon payment of £5,823 
to factor into the bargain. 


WJR 

tm 



PfeW 


What do you think? 

Tell us about your car 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 


RIVALS 

Other options in 
this category... 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 


Kia Cee’d SW ‘2' 1.6 CRDi 

PRICE: £19,000 (est.) ENGINE: 1.6-Litre 4cyl, 108bhp 

KIA has updated tts practical Cee'd family car. so there's now 
more efficiency and tech on offer. You'll have to go f nr thte 
Sportswagon estate model to match 
the MG or Skoda’s practicality 
in terms of boot space, 
but price, quality and 
performance are on par. 



SEAT Toledo 1.6 TDI Style 

PRICE: £18,800 ENGINE: 1.6-litre 4cyl, 113bhp 

USING the same engine and chassis as the Rapid, the SEAT 
Toledo is just as practical, but costlier 
at £18,81] □. However, this Style 
model is better equipped than 
the Skoda, as it comes with 

sat-nav, DAB, Bluetooth : i 

and cruisie control. 
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THE NEW ENERGIZER LITHIUM-POLYMER CAR JUMP STARTER. 

• Jump-start your car with a device small enough to fit in your pocket or glove box 

• An intelligent battery connector incorporates a key safety function to stop short circuiting 

* Charges smart phones and tablets using a 2.1A USB port 

* Part of the new range of Energizer® Car Jump Starters 

MAKE ENERGIZER YOUR NO.1 CHOICE FOR AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES 


•5IJ1 


iWil; 

jFjFJ 

T7TT 

1 1 A II 

jfJu 









WJw. 


i istifat 


Products 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for our extensive product archive 



CUTTING-edge racing game An ki DRIVE made 
the shortlist for Innovation of the Year at the 
Auto Express Product Awards 2015 (Issue 1,371), 
voted for by our readers. Now the second generation 
of the game, called OVERDRIVE, is about to hit 
the shelves, and we were given a sneak 
preview ahead of its launch on 6 October. 

As with the original version, the game is built 
around an app, available to download for iOS or 
Android devices. You use this to control your car; 
there are no traditional slot car triggers here. 

There are no slots, either, but where Anki DRIVE 
featured a roll-out vinyl mat containing magnetic 
components, OVERDRIVE gets an upgraded layout 
that looks more traditional. The new FlexTrack is 
modular, too, so you can add expansion kits to 


build massive layouts for hours of fun. Yet it’ll 
still be wireless and allow endless overtaking. 

There’s a new line-up of vehicles, each with a 
custom livery and different ‘superpower* that can 
be used via the app to immobilise other cars and 
win the race. Plus, the striking designs have been 
penned by Harald Belker, who’s worked on Hollywood 
blockbusters such as Iron Man and Tron: Legacy. 

New modes have been introduced to vary gameplay, 
plus if you’re on your own, you can still race against an 
artificial intelligence car. The built-in nanocomputer 
and camera read the code of the track surface so 
cars can map any layout you build in seconds. 

Considering its high-spec tech, the starter kit 
is reasonably priced. And the expansion kits - 
which include a jump - start from only £19.99. 



SK3CK 
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Got a query? 

Cat_Dow@dennis.co.uk 

@AE_Consumer 




Restoring tailpipe shine 

SHINY chrome tailpipes lookgreat when new, 
but the ends always get blackened with soot. 
Is there anything on sale designed to return 
the pipes to their gleaming original look? 
Norman Hawkes, E-mail 



THIS type of stubborn grime can be an absolute 
nightmare to get off, but there is a way. We’d 
recommend trying a specific chrome or metal 
cleaner, like Solvol Autosol. You could possibly 
experiment with a wheel sealant, such as Armor 
All Shield for Wheels, to slow grime build-up, 
as these products are designed for hot surfaces. 



Rubber seals back to black 

TH E rubber seals on my car are unfortunately 
startingto go white, so I wantto give them a 
good clean. Is there anything I can use to get rid 
of the white and make the seals black again? 
EUie James, Email 



RUBBER does perish over time, and using 
detergent rather than proper car shampoo 
when washing your car can accelerate this. 

A specific rubber product, likeAutoglym Vinyl 
& Rubber Care, cleans and leaves a finish that 
slows deterioration. Followup with a protectant 
like Rubber & Trim Gel to help restore colour. 



Best kit for first-time driver 

MY daughter is turning 17 and I’m treating her 
to her first car. Her brothers have offered to put 
together a kit of all the things she might need. 
Please can you make some suggestions? 

Steve Bowen, E-mail 



START with a hi-vis vest, road triangle, road 
flare, first aid kit and torch. Check online, as 
it’s often cheaper to buy a kit than purchase the 
items individually. Consider a powerbankto 
keep her mobile charged and jump start the car 
in an emergency - Bakth Car Power £32.99 
(amazon.co.uk) won our Issue 1,386 test. 
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NEW TYRES COVER ALL BASES 


FI RSI TEST 

Hankooktyre range 

Pric e: From £54 Rating: 

Contact: www.hankooktire-eu.com 


New RS2 winter tyre (right) 
and evo2 performance tyre 
(left) join the Hankook range 


^nanxoof' 


HANKOOK has taken the fight to 
premium rivals like Goodyear, Pirelli 
and Michelin by introducing a new 
all-season tyre to the UK market. 

The Kinergy 4S has been launched 
at the same time as three new winter 
designs from the brand, and promises 
“365 days of balanced performance”. 

Its asymmetric tread has the inner 
section optimised for winter conditions, 
with the outer section for wet and dry 
roads. It covers 14-17-inch wheels and 


has an H speed rating (up to 130mph). 
That’s the same range as the i*cept 
RS2 winter tyre, which has directional 
tread with 3D sipes - small slits cut in 
the tread block - for strong snow grip. 

We tested the RS2 at the new Test 
World indoor snow facility in Finland - 
this has a 350-metre handling circuit 
that’s kept at a permanent -11 degrees 
Celsius. The tyre had good traction out 
of slow turns and responded well on 
longer curves. Outdoors we tried the new 


ultra-high-performance i*cept evo2, 
with its asymmetrical tread and block- 
stabilising 3D sipes. The longitudinal 
grooves have been enlarged to improve 
water and slush displacement, too. It 
was quiet and comfortable on our BMW 
5 Series test car, but lacked sharpness. 

The evo2 is available in 16-20-inch 
sizes and has a W speed rating (up to 
168mph) fo r the first time. The SUV 
version covers 16 to 21-inch rims and 
has a V speed rating (up to 1 50mph). 


FIRST TEST 

No Water Needed waterless wash 

Price: £8. 99 (50 0ml) Rating : **** 

Contact: 01 61 706 0141 , www.nowaternee d ed.co.uk 

NO Water Needed is a new waterless wash that claims to offer 
a shiny, water repellent finish and because there’s no carnauba, 
its good to be used on windscreens, too. Like the Eco Touch 
Waterless CarWash we recommended in our test in Issue 
1,324, you spray it on to a microfibre cloth before applying 
it to the car. A good-quality nozzle reduces waste. 

No Water Needed removed light dirt and grime from our 
paintwork and windscreen. The kit comes with two green 
cloths - you clean with one and buff with the other, although 
it’d help if they were different colours to easily identify them. 



news, 
deals & 
events 


Speedometer watch 
keeps track of time 



GERMAN watchmaker 
Bavarian Crono has 
added a new speedo- 
inspired watch 
to its line-up. 

The company 
specialises in 
recreating 
speedometers 
from iconic cars, 
and its latest effort 
is based on a 1966 
VW Karmann Ghia - 
a quirky 1.6-litre 
convertible. 


The watch dial, inner rings and 
pointer match those found in the 
original, while the stainless steel 
and Swiss-made quartz add to the 
premium feel. A number of colourful 
leather straps (£19 each) allow 
buyers to add a personal touch. 

The watch is priced at £195. 


TomTom mapping 
aids driverless tech 


DRIVERLESS vehicle technology is 
expected to receive another boost 
with the announcement of TomTom’s 
new HAD Map. The sat-nav giant has 
mapped the entire German Autobahn 
network in 3D, complete with lane 
dividers and guardrails. 

This mapping is said to improve 
driverless tech such as lane assist 
and automated cruise control along 
areas where lane specific speed 
limits and restrictions exist. 


American flavour 
for hit hill climb 

THE popular Prescott Hill Climb goes 
American this weekend (3-4 October) 
for its annual Autumn Classic. 

Based in Cheltenham, Glos, 
the All-American Stars and Stripes 
weekend will celebrate the biggest, 
brightest and brashest vehicles, 
including Pontiacs, Mustangs and 
Cadillacs, plus an array of hot-rods. 

There will be a range of other 
activities over the weekend, with 
tickets priced frorn £20 on the day. 
Visit prescott-hillclimb.com for more. 


Know an event coming soon? 

Contact Cat_Dow@dennis.co.uk 
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LEATHER CARE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

Moikrhxturfrs of o unique range of leother t Iwrtinq, repoif S, restorolion products. 
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ROOF 

BOX 


Loads to carry? 

SpnoiiJ ofN»r* for Auto £ *pr«\ inndan 


j coMPAHY j Huge choice Fast U*c d&kvflry >/ * 


5% . 








Oik* Cartiers 


Roof Bom 


Top brand* mo Jude, . , 


PUTS 


roofbox.co.uk/aex ois 396 2 iss 4 


softS 9 


SOFT99 is Japan's biggest car care 
manufacturer 





TRY IT. TO BELIEVE IT 



1330 

vwvw.nipponshine.com 



www.watches.co.uk 

where time meets passion 


Swiss % Wvtch 

COMPANY 


We specialise in the 
acquisition and sale of 
high quality Swiss watches 
both modern and vintage, 
un-worn and pre-owned. 


Free Watch Valuation On-line 
INSTANT CASH PAID 


by appointment only; 


+44 (0)20 8994 4567 


474a Chiswick High Road* Chiswick, London, W4 5TT 


Rolex ■ Panerai ■ Tag Heuer ■ Audemars Piguet ■ Omega * Breitling ■ Zenith ■ IWC a Jaeger Le Coultre 
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Parking app mini test 


Mini test 

NEW APR 

ParkMe 

Price: Free 

Available for: iOS, Android 


THE biggest letdown for ParkMe is the fact it 
only maps commercial car parks and spaces, 
and not on-street sites or private parking. 

It’s got a decent selection of them, 
though, and it covers parking sites 
nationwide, which is a big bonus. Prices 
are updated by users of the app, and 
the ones we checked were accurate. 

Navigation is via the excellent Google 
Maps, and although you can’t pay for parking 
through the app, you can reserve a space 
in selected places. It’s a pity, then, that it 
seems to need an almost perfect signal to 
work - not always possible on the move. 

Still, we expect a big improvement, 
with bugs sorted out, now that popular 
traffic app INRIX has invested in ParkMe. 
Rating: ★★ 



Handy apps take the 
hassle out of parking 


PH Tom Wi ltshire 

aIi SEARCHING fora place 
to park can be frustrating, 
especially if you’re only nipping 
to the shops. But smartphone 
parking apps can be a real help 
- some even let you pay via 
your mobile instead of juggling 
with coins at a machine. 

The maker of our favourite 
traffic app, INRIX, recently 
acquired ParkMe, so we pitted 
this software against RingGo - 
neither of which we’ve tested 
before - and AA Parking, which 
won our test in Issue 1,359. 

We drove round town, pulling 
over and checking the apps for 
the many places to park we 
knew were nearby. We then 
ensured that the location 
and prices were accurate. 

AA Parking isn’t free, unlike 
its rivals, but it’s still the best 
all-rounder with its easy-to-use 
interface, ahead of RingGo, 
which majored on on-street 
parking. ParkMe was let down by 
its reliance on a perfect signal. 

"Some apps allow 
you to pay for your 
parking through 
your smartphone" 


BUDGET RIVAL 

RingGo 

Pric e: Free 

Available for: iOS, Android, Windows Phone 


THIS app currently only covers parking 
in major cities, and concentrates on on- 
street spaces. It’s handy to be able to 
pay for as little as a minute at a time 
directly through the app, so it’s great 
for a quick dash to the shops. 

You can extend your parking time, 
and the locations were accurate. A slow 
and buggy interface lets it down, but it’s 
the app to have for on-street parking. 
Rating: ★★★ 


STILL THE BEST 

AA Parking 

Price: From £1.99 

Available for: iOS, Android, Windows Phone 


THE AA Parking app offers a variety of 
parking options - on-street, commercial 
and private spaces - and they’re easy 
to find through the slick interface. 

It doesn’t show availability or let you 
pay via the app, although the software 
is under review so expect updates soon. 

While the same parking services are 
included in the free AA app, you need to 
be a member to access some features. 
Rating: ★★★★★ 




books, 

apps&games 


n Raymond Mays' 

Magnificent Obsession 

Bryan Apps (Veloce Publishing, www.veloce.com) 

Best price: £40 (hardback) Rating: ★★★★ 


RAYMOND Mays was an unusual 
character in the history of early racing, 
and in this biography, author Apps 
recounts his victories and progress. 
Moderately paced and without too 
much jargon, this fascinating read 
is enhanced by Apps’ unique colour 
paintings of the drama, which 
illustrate Mays’ story as it unfolds. 




The Rover Group 

Mike Gould (Crowood Press, www.crowood.com) 

Best price: £29.95 (hardback) Rating: ★★★★ 


GOULD explores perhaps the darkest 
era of the British car industry and 
looks at how the Rover Group went 
from one merger to another before 
folding in 2005. There’s immense 
detail with the cars and people 
covered in chronological order. 

Great anecdotes and a good range 
of pictures keep readers entertained. 

It also leaves you wondering how 
things may have turned out if the 
situation had been handled differently. 


mi home* croup 
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Horizon Chase 
- World Tour 

Available for: iOS 

Price: £2.29 (hardback) Rating: ★★★ 

RETRO-style racer takes cues 
from some of the best classic 
games. But great graphics 
and funky soundtrack aren’t 
quite matched by gameplay. 

The ‘on-rails’ cornering 
won’t be to all tastes and 
it’s not as good as some 
free apps out there. 

App of the week 

Ferrari Uncovered 

Available at: scuderiaferrariuncovered.shell.com 
Price: Free Rating: ★★★★ 

EVER wanted to get into the Ferrari FI garage? 

Well, now’s your chance courtesy of a clever 
new site from Shell. Users can go on a behind 
the scenes virtual tour of the pits to learn 
about preparing a car, the jobs of the pit 
crew and drivers. Best viewed on a tablet. 
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for teas than rt normally costs to refurbish just one! 


ALLOY 



w^Leaseuueil 

NEW VW TRANSPORTER T6 


Ruined Holiday? 
Cancelled Flights? 
Injury Abroad? 

We are specialists in International 
Litigation with a unique m- depth 
knowledge of European practices 
of compensation 


NEW! 

SOURCINGROUP LTD 

i 1 ,000 c Jch A pvtry da/ tun muJu nyjrkrirog. 
Simpl* braking op t 'atson jupplyinq hiijfh- *nd l'< anchiied 
dcjtirr hWi their vchklca; Alton Mm tin, Audi,. BMW, 
Ffimi, Mei cedf v Poncht Ringt Raver, 1%. 

N* \tnrik fp^ uvrd. flu)*. i« Jtieio. 9 rid#r i/rmulwL)J 

£** detail «f bsrte 
www.ftourrin'graup.co.uli 
ftourdngfDUfHMfaol.com 

woo 05*9*21 

Scurcngrouu Ltd. 120 Pat! Mall. London SWIt SEA 


Contact Ihe experts - PTP Law LLP 


0207 602 0305 (nfoQptp-tBW.ca.uk 

www.ptp-law.co.uk 


Pierre Thomas & Partners 

So. OTUH *t ui4i ^ pirara A pngmi *»fw r 





AVAILABLE IN TWO SHADES OF GREV 

justsloggi.co.uk 

or call 01332 811 732 



No more 

speeding tickets. 



The new performance standard in speed trap detection. 

Advanced GPS speed trap detection combined with outstanding 
radar and laser performance designed specifically for the UK and 
Europe. Skyway will provide advanced warning of all speed traps 
plus 1 QOO^s of locations where mobile speed traps are commonly 
used. With free Lifetime updates, no subscription charges and no 
download fees. 

Ready to go, straight out of the box. 

Skyway comes protoaded with our latest speed trap database, so 
will work straight out of the box, automatically looking for speed 
traps as soon as you switch it on, Skyway Is quick and easy to 
install and can be transferred easily from vehicle to vehicle. 

360 degree licence protection. 

Skyway uses the latest 360 degree detection technology. Our 
Super-High sensitivity platform provides advance warning of K-Band, 
X-Band, Ka-Band and Laser speed traps across the UK and Europe. 

SKYWAY 


Exclusive Reader Offer 


Normal RRP Cl 49.99 

NOW ONLY 

£ 129 ?? 




SAVE 

£20 


No download fees. No subscription fees. 

Quote voucher code EXPRESS to claim your 

£20 discount and FREE next day delivery. 


Order online at www.aguriworld.co.uk 
or telephone 0330 102 5578 


agun 
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DAB head units tested 


1 e 

2 




> Absolute C Rock == 

Now Playing; Destroyer by Tfie Kj '* 
PTYiRock Music 


Seek ► 


O v 


Pioneer AVICF70DAB 

Best price: £ 673.49 Type: Double DIN 


Rating: ★★★★★ Contact: www.pioneer.eu 

BESTBUY WE crowned this Pioneer system our Product of 
the Year 2015 mainly for its innovation in bringingApple CarPlay 
and Android Auto integration to the aftermarket. But its long list 
of features also includes DAB, with stations easy to select and 
adjust on the seven-inch touchscreen. So if you can swallow that 
huge price tag, it’s still the stand-out choice for buyers in the market 
for a double-height (2-DIN) stereo upgrade. Installation is surprisingly easy 
for such a high-spec system, and the spec sheet also includes voice control 
and navigation, all of which is neatly integrated and beautifully designed. 



, . *■?- Absolute C Rock 

Rmwm, London 3 

DAS 64 hbpj 


1 4:5^ 
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JVCKW-V215BT 

Besi price: £243.99 Type: Double DIN 


Rating: ★★★★ Contact: www.jvc.co.uk 

RECOMMENDED LIKE its rivals, this sub-£250 JVC is simple 
to install. A helpful mast icon indicates signal strength, while 
the digital radio stations it picks up are clearly listed. The 
Bluetooth function allows you to make phone calls and 
stream music on the move wirelessly, and the pairing 
process is effortless. Voice recognition is another useful 
extra feature, and in addition you get auxiliary and USB 
connectivity, as well as a CD player - as you do with all our units. 
This breadth of choice makes the KW-V21 5BT great value for money. 



Clarion NX505E 

Best pri ce: £652.13 Type: Double DIN 

Rating: ★★★★ Contact: www.clarion.com 



Kenwood DPX406DAB 


Best pri ce: £167.18 Type: Double DIN 
Rating: ★★★ Contact: www.kenwood.eu 


BRAND new head unit from Clarion has clearly been launched to 
take the fight to the Pioneer AVIC F70DAB. It’s just as easy to fit 
as our Best Buy, while build quality is as solid as you expect for 
the money. Plus, you get a raft of futureproof features, including 
navigation and voice control (branded as Intelligent Voice by 
Google). That makes this a wise investment if you spend a 
lot of time in the car - although if you want full smartphone 
integration as on the Pioneer, you’ll require an app. 


THIS Kenwood DAB is decent if you’re after something under £200, but 
it feels rather dated compared to our top two - either of which will be a 
better, albeit more expensive, option. While rivals have touchscreens, 
this makes do with a raft of buttons, although they’re solid and good 
to use. One look at the spec sheet reveals that the DPX 406DAB 
represents strong value, as it includes Bluetooth for music streaming 
and hands-free calling. However, in practice, these features would 
have been more impressive with a better pairing process. 


ALSO CONSIDER 1 

WANT to keep your existing stereo, and get 
DAB without upsetting the look of your dash? 
Pure’s Highway 300Di is worth considering. 

A long-standing Auto Express favourite, 
the £174 set-up comprises a control unit 


that sits behind the dash and a display 
(right) fixed to it. Not only does the 300Di 
bring DAB to older stereos, it lets you power 
and control your iPod, iPad or iPhone, plus 
it has auxiliary and USB sockets. Just bear 


in mind that a new version is coming next 
year. Alternatively, if you have a large 
mobile phone data allowance, download 
an app likeTuneln Radio, Pandora or Aha, 
and you can get the same range of stations. 


Radio fyorge? 
M&dcon - Glow 

PURE 
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DAB head units tested 


DAB HEAD UNITS 

Which of eight digital radio head units should you upgrade to? 

PRODUCT GROUPTEST 30 1 9 1 2015 

Every week, we extensively test all the latest car kit from tyres to trim cleaners. 

Log on to www.autoexpress.co.uk to look through our huge online test archive. 


Cat Dow 

THE world is going digital, and our cars are no different. 
So if your model doesn’t have DAB radio, you may want to 
upgrade. DAB radio promises a more reliable service with 
better reception, plus a wider choice of stations than FM. 

If you’re fitting a new DAB head unit, you want it to 
be simple to use with those extra stations easy to select. 
Plus, upgrading provides an opportunity to futureproof 
your car by adding modern connectivity. We looked 
out for all of this when testing eight DAB systems. 


How we tested them 

WE hooked each DAB radio up to a test rig, and 
rated them when driving on a varied route. But 
reception quality obviously varies widely from one 
area to another, and can be affected by the weather. 

Our head units scored for features like Bluetooth (for 
making hands-free calls and streaming music), USB and aux 
sockets, sat-nav, plus basics like CD players. The final factor 
was price, taken from various sources as we went to press. 


Verdict 

OUR Product of the Year from Pioneer remains the top 2-DIN 
DAB, while Pure’s Highway H260DBi is our 1-DIN favourite. 

Double-DIN DAB head units 
1. Pioneer AVICF70DAB 

Single-DIN DAB head units 
1. Pure Highway H260DBi 



Pure Highway H260DBi 

Best price: £ 129 Type: Single DIN 

Rating: ★★★★★ Contact: www.pure.com 

BEST BUY A PAST test winner, the single-height H260DBi looks 
basic compared to its double-DIN rivals, but it’s our favourite single-DIN 
system. The head unit has a stylish design, while good-quality arrow buttons 
are helpful when scanning stations. The technology has moved on in the two 
years since we first tested this system, but the H260DBi is still a top option, 
and proves that simple, intuitive function outstrips fancy aesthetics. 




Clarion CZ505E 

Best pri ce: £149.99 Type: Single DIN 

Rating: ★★★ Contact: www.clarion.com 

PAIRING your phone with this Clarion DAB via Bluetooth is effortless, and then 
it’s just as easy to make calls because the microphone is built into the head unit. 
You can stream music wirelessly, too, although there’s also a front-mounted USB 
port if you’d prefer to physically connect your device. The CZ505E features an 
auxiliary input as well. But we found navigating through the system’s various 
menus using the volume knob could prove a little tricky. 


Pioneer DEH-X8700DAB 

Best pri ce: £168.24 Type: Single DIN 
Rating: ★★★ Contact: www.pioneer.eu 

A CLEAN and stylish design sets the Pioneer apart, and as well as DAB 
technology, you get USB and auxiliary connectivity. But as some buttons 
found on previous-generation models have been removed from this head 
unit, the remaining switches have doubled up in functionality and can make 
navigation a bit confusing. For example, the ring behind the volume knob skips 
through the station choices, which isn’t especially intuitive when on the move. 


Kenwood BT39DAB 

Best price: £129 Ty pe: Singl e DIN 
Rating: ★★★ Contact: www.kenwood.eu 

THIS DAB head unit is equipped with USB and auxiliary ports, as well as a 
CD player, and we found it had no problems connecting to our mobile phone 
wirelessly via Bluetooth. But it dropped points for its lacklustre build quality 
- the facia feels rather cheap. And in this company that’s not good enough, 
when for exactly the same price you can get the more solid-feeling Pure 
Highway H260DBi, complete with hands-free calling options. 
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The best ceramic paint protection, unrivalled levels 
of gloss, scratch and chemical resistance 
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01327 811 015 
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Peugeot RCZ 

YOU TELL US... Sporty coupe is fun to drive, yet reliability lets it down 



2015 Results 

RCZ Factfile 


Years: 2010 to present C0 2 : 155g/km 
Fuel economy: 42.impg ( 1.6 thp gt) 

Best features: Bluetooth connection, 
cruise control, park assist, tinted windows 

Prices: From £8,700 


OVERALL SCORE 

88 . 15 % 


Bars show where model 
finished out of 200 cars in 
our 2015 survey. The lower 
the rating the better 


200 150 100 50 1 


RELIABILITY ^ 177 

BUILD QUALITY ^ 58 

RUNNING COSTS 95 

PERFORMANCE 22 

ROAD HANDLING 23 

RIDE QUALITY ^ 164 

EASE OF DRIVING 130 

SEAT COMFORT mm— mad 106 

PRACTICALITY Htf 143 

IN-CAR TECH 67 


■ GOOD 

“I LOVE the concept car 
styling behind the RCZ. It 
looks completely different 
from any other car.” 

“Fora 1.6-litre car, it’s 
incredibly swift and feels 
as powerful as my old 
2.3-litre turbo Saab.” 

“It has 270bhp, returns 
about 35mpg and costs 
just £145 to tax - what is 
there to complain about?” 

“The stiff suspension 
and chassis make the 
RCZ an absolute joy on 
Sunday morning drives.” 

“I was surprised by the 
practicality of my Peugeot. 
Lots of boot space and 
it’s comfortable, too.” 


■ NOT SO GOOD 

“THE seats aren’t very 
accommodating for 
heavy-set drivers.” 

“I’ve had suspension 
and rattle issues that my 
dealer can’t seem to fix.” 

“Peugeot’s customer service 
leaves a lot to be desired. 

It’s expensive and the 
quality of work is poor.” 

“Three timing chain 
replacements under 
warranty and a persistent 
rattle have bothered me.” 

“The in-car media facility 
is surprisingly basic and 
lacks modern flair.” 

“I’ve had several issues 
with the electric systems.” 



How do you rate your car? 

Tell us what you think 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 





Martin 

Saarinen 

Got any car queries? 

Martin_Saarinen@dennis.co.uk 

@AE_Consumer 



Can I mix tyre types? 

TO save some money, I'm keen to run all- 
season tyres on the front and summer 
tyres on the rear axle of my VW Golf. Are 
there any potential problems with this? 
Ben Tomlinson, E-mail 



ITS never ideal to mix two sets of tyres on any 
car ; especially ones for different seasons. The 
tyres would tackle slippery roads differently , 
causing an imbalance. A TyreSafe spokesman 
told us that this inconsistency could cause 
unexpected oversteer in wintry conditions. 



Whiplash claim worries 

MY daughter had a low-speed accident 
about three months ago and no claims were 
made. Now the person she hit is claiming 
for whiplash damages. What can we do? 

Stephen Haywood, E-mail 



THE best thing to do is to contact your insurer 
and let it handle the case for you, as it 
will have the legal expertise to deal with 
it properly. The Government is tackling 
whiplash claims with new regulations 
to put a stop to this type of thing. 



New car tax regulations 

UNDER the new tax scheme, will the £310 
five-year supplement for cars above £40,000 
be based on list prices or the total invoice 
figure? And when will it come into force? 

Paul Lees, E-mail 



THE new tax scheme will come into effect 
on 1 April 201 7, and from then onwards, 
all cars with a manufacturer list price above 
£40, 000 will attract a £310 supplement 
for the first five years. It f s not based on 
what you end up paying for the car. 


WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE CAR REPAIR BILLS? 
MO 


Get a Quote Online 

warrantywise. 




Warrantywise 


For full details, flick to our ad in your copy of Auto Express - Just look for Quentin! 
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Buying cars 


Volkswagen Touareg Mk2 


NEED 
TO KNOW 

Air-suspension brings 
improved comfort and 
refinement, but the steel 
suspension is likely to 
prove more reliable. 




NEED 
TO KNOW 


NEED 
TO KNOW 

Parking sensors are 
included as standard 
at the front and the 
rear, too, but not on 
Escape models. 


The Touareg doesn’t 
come with a spare 
wheel - instead there’s 
a ‘tyre mobility kit’ 
in the boot. 


BUYER'S GUIDE: Volkswagen Tou 

FROM £16,500 Big yet classy SUV is an underrated second-hand buy 


1 1 Richard Dredge 

jJJ WHEN Volkswagen launched the 
Touareg in 2003, it proved a hit with owners 
and reviewers loved it, too. But for some 
reason this understated SUV has lived in 
the shadows, probably because it’s not 
really a class leader in any particular area. 

However, if you want a full-sized SUV 
and are keen to buy something that looks 
discreet rather than aggressive, the big 
Volkswagen could be just what you need. 

Despite its size, VW’s family look gives the 
Touareg presence without being threatening. 
Throw in a classy cabin, great engines and 
superb comfort levels and you’ve got the 
makings of a fantastic used buy. 

History 

THE Touareg Mk2 reached UK showrooms 
in October 2010 with a choice of 3.0 V6 or 
4.2 V8 TDI diesel engines. There was also a 
hybrid, blending a 3.0-litre petrol V6 with an 
electric motor. Diesels came in SE, Altitude 
or Escape trims - the latter two differing 
largely in design details over the SE. From 


January 2013 there was also an R-Line trim 
option for the V6 TDI, which brought 20-inch 
alloy wheels, bi-xenon headlights, keyless 
entry, a panoramic glass roof and an 
electrically powered tailgate. 

A facelifted Touareg arrived in 2014 with 
a reprofiled nose, fresh alloy wheel designs, 
standard lumbar support for the front seats 
and an automatic post-collision braking 
system as standard across the range. 

Which one? 

YOU’LL be doing well to find a Touareg 
with the 4.2 TDI V8 engine, while the 
hybrid makes very little sense, as the 
V6 TDI is more frugal in the real world. 

That’s why the ideal thing to do is to buy 
the best Touareg 3.0 V6 TDI you can find or 
afford. All of these Touaregs feature an 
eight-speed automatic transmission as 
standard along with 18-inch alloy wheels, 
dual-zone climate control and leather, plus 
cruise control, remote central locking, DAB 
radio and powered windows. Also standard 
are power-fold door mirrors, heated front 


seats, touchscreen multimedia, plus 
automatic lights and wipers. The Altitude 
gets 19-inch wheels, privacy glass, lowered 
suspension and a heated steering wheel. 

Alternatives 

THE Range Rover Sport comes with five 
seats only, plus a beautifully built cabin 
and a rock solid image to go with superb 
abilities on and off road. Reliability can be 
poor, though, especially with early cars. 

If you need seven seats, Volvo’s XC90 
is foryou, although the third row is too 
cramped for adults on long journeys. The 
BMW X5 is the class leader dynamically, 
and unlike the Touareg, there’s room 
for seven if two are children. 

Don’t overlook the Audi Q5 if you need 
just five seats, or the Q 7 if you need to carry 
seven; both are beautifully built, but costly 


to buy. Also take a look at the Mercedes 
ML-Class and Jeep Grand Cherokee; the 
latter is especially accomplished off-road. 

Verdict 

THE original Touareg was a great car, so 
when Volkswagen produced a sequel 
that was bigger, better equipped, more 
spacious yet over 200kg lighter, it was 
guaranteed to be on to a winner. 

While higher-profile rivals offer seats 
for seven, a more engaging drive or better 
off-road abilities, the Touareg provides 
great family transport at a fair price. 

Safe, comfortable and refined, and with 
four-wheel drive as standard, the Touareg 
is also a superb tow car. As you’d expect, 
though, running costs can be steep, so 
don’t snap up a bargain Touareg too quickly, 
only to find that you can’t afford to run it. 


"Some rivals may offer seven seats, but the 
Touareg provides family transport at a fair price" 
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Thanks to Imperial Car 
Supermarkets in Hampshire for the 
loan of the Touareg in our pictures. 

Contact 023 8098 6917 


imperialsupercarmarkets.co.uk 


J 


Cooling fan 

I Fan aftermarket tow 
bar has been fitted, the 
radiator’s electric 
coolingfan probably 
hasn’t been uprated; 

factory-fit tow bars 
bringan uprated fan. 


Seating 

THERE’S never been 
aseven-seateroption 
fortheTouareg;all 
models come with 
seatingforfiveonly. 
However, there’s 
plenty of space for 
those occupants. 


Coolant levels 

MAKE sure that the 
coolant level is up 
to the mark, as 
waterpump leaks 
aren’t unusual. 
The only solution 
is a replacement 
waterpump. 


Wash /wipe 

THErearwindow 
washer can leak, 
and the constant 
drippingonto 
the paintwork can 
lead to the 
paintbecoming 
discoloured. 


areg 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 
7.6 seconds/1 37mph 



Running costs 

38-39mpg (3.0 TDI 245) 
£110 fill-up 


Volkswagen Touareg Mk2 


Buying cars 







C0 2 /tax r — k 

189-193g/km / ^ J 
£265 


How much? 



64 

63 


2015 

2014 

Model 

3.0 TDI SE 

£30,995 

£28,250 

3.0 TDI Altitude 

N/A 

£29,750 

3.0 TDI SE 

£31,500 

£28,500 

3.0 TDI Escape 

£32,500 

£29,250 

3.0 TDI Altitude 

N/A 

£30,250 

4.2 TDI Altitude 

N/A 

£38,500 

4.2 TDI R-Line 

£44,250 

£39,750 


£25,500 £23,250 £21,250 
£26,995 £24,500 £22,250 
£25,750 £23,500 N/A 
£26,500 £24,250 £21,750 
£27,250 £24,750 £22,250 
£34,500 £30,995 £27,995 
£35,500 N/A N/A 


IFyou don’t mind a car that’s clocked up 100,000 miles, 
you can pick up a 2011 Mk2 Touareg 3.0 TDI SE from 
£16,500. Limit the mileage to 50,000, though, and you 
should expect to part with upwards of £22,000 - £25,000 
will get you a 35,000-mile Touareg 2012 3.0 V6 TDI SE. 

You’ll be doing well to find a Touareg 4.2 TDI, but if you 
do it’ll probably cost at least £30,000. Hybrid Touaregs 
are also rare, although there are a few about; expect to 
pay from £24,000 for one that’s done 40,000 miles. Low- 
mileage hybrids can just about breach the £30,000 barrier. 


Running costs 



9 

Fuel 

economy 

C0 2 

emissions 

Annual 
road tax 

Model 

3.0V6TDI 204 

36-40 

40mpg 

184g/km 

£225 

3.0V6TDI 236 

40 

38mpg 

195g/km 

£265 

3.0V6TDI 245 

40-41 

38-39mpg 

189-193g/km 

£265 

3.0V6TDI 262 

43 

42mpg 

174g/km 

£205 

4.2 V8 TDI 

46-48 

31mpg 

239g/km 

£490 

3.0 V6 hybrid 

45 

34mpg 

193g/km 

£265 


TOUAREG owners can choose between variable or long- 
life servicing - the former allowing up to two years and 
20,000 miles between garage visits. If the fixed-period 
servicing is chosen, this requires a full check every two 
years or 20,000 miles and an interim service (an oil and 
filter change) every 12 months or 12,000 miles. 

These minor and major services are priced at £243 and 
£517 respectively, although once a car reaches its third 
birthday it’s eligible for cut-price maintenance. There’s 
no timing belt to worry about, but the brake fluid needs 
to be renewed after three years (then every two) at £59, 
while the air-con should be serviced every two years (£79). 



OUR VIEW 

THE Touareg Mk2 hasn’t appeared in 
our Driver Power surveys as we haven’t 
received enough responses from owners 
to get a representative sample. Still, 
nine VWs were featured in this year’s 
top 200, but there were just three in 
the top 100. The Golf Mk7 finished in 
30th place, while the up! came in 56th. 



Partwatch 



Dealer price 

Independent price 

Part 

Front brake pads (axle set) 

£175.79 

£98.40 

Front brake discs (pair) 

£256.39 

£117.48 

Door mirror glass (electric) 

£72-£256.04 

£59.99* 

Frontwiperset 

£54.26 

£32.34 


Prices for a 2012 Touareg 3.0 V6 TDI. Dealer figures from Listers 
VW Worcester (listers.co.uk). Independent prices from Euro Car 
Parts ( www.eurocarparts.com ) *Price from carwingmirror.co.uk. 

Recalls 


YOUR VIEW 

ALAN Maycockfrom Cheltenham, 
Glos, owns a 2012 Touareg 3.0 TDI. 
He told us: “For such a big car, the 
performance is astonishing, yet 
the economy is pretty good, too. 

“Running costs are high, 
although my VW is so well 
equipped, comfy and practical 
that I think it’s worth every penny.” 


Interior 

IT’S pure VW through and through, 
so the Touareg has a high-quality 
look and feel and is very easy to 
use; it just lacks flair. But there’s 
plenty of head and legroom for 
five with comfortable seats and a 
decent-sized boot, too; it’ll stow 
580 litres with the seats up or 
1,642 litres when they’re folded. 


Contacts 

Official 

www. Volkswagen. co. uk 

Forums 

www.mytreg.com 
www. clubtouareg. com 
www. vwaudi forum. co. uk 
www. vwforum.com 


THE original Touareg has been recalled three times, 
but this Mk2 version has yet to be caught up in any 
campaigns. Indeed, since the second generation 
arrived in 2010, Volkswagen has issued just 11 
recalls across its entire range - eight of which were 
for commercial vehicles including the T5, Crafter, 
Caddy and Amarok. So despite its extensive line-up, 
just three recalls have been issued across the entire 
Volkswagen passenger car range in the past five years. 
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INTERIOR RELIABILITY 


Buying cars Best buys 


Car hunter 

£8,000 to spend on cheap-to-run warm hatch 


Dear Lawrence, I'm looking for my second car 
and want it to be fun and fast, but also small and 
cheap to run. What would be best for £8,000? 

Adam Tully, Cardiff 

Contact: Lawrence_Allan@dennis.co.uk 




Ford Fiesta Zetec S MINI Cooper Suzuki Swift Sport 

FOR: Good value, Mountune upgrades FOR: Agile to drive, retro styling, quality FOR: Fun engine and chassis, loads of kit 

AGAINST: Dated cabin layout, firm ride AGAINST: Short on space, quite pricey AGAINST: Cheap trim, lacks premium feel 


THE Fiesta ST is one of our favourite hot hatches at 
the moment, but wind the dock back a few years, 
and the 1.6-litre Zetec S was the fastest small Ford 
you could get. Just 118bhp doesn’t sound much, yet 
it meant the car could be enjoyed at normal speeds 
thanks to a great chassis and well weighted steering. 

Mountune also offered a sporty upgrade pack 
that added 20bhp and stiffened the ride. We found 
a 61-plate Zetec S with just 18,000 miles for £7,300. 



WHILE the retro MINI is often slated as a bit of a 
fashion accessory, the BMW DNA in the platform 
makes it great fun to drive. The Cooper’s willing 
engine is a bit gutsier than the Fiesta’s, plus sharp 
steering and plenty of grip mean it really entertains. 

The interior isn’t to all tastes, but it’s a step up 
from the Swift’s. The car isn’t cheap, though, and 
owners often customise them. Our classifieds search 
unearthed a 45,000-mile, 60-reg Cooper for £7,750. 



SPORT spec transforms the pleasant yet unremarkable 
Swift supermini into a genuine pocket rocket. All the 
ingredients are there - a revvy 134bhp engine, a 
low kerbweight and a well sorted chassis - and 
they combine for riotous fun at all speeds. 

You’ll have to put up with a cheap-feeling, old- 
school cabin, but not a lot else for this money 
will put such a smile on your face. We spotted 
a 61-plate Sport with 36,000 miles for £7,295. 



FIESTA'S cabin doesn't feel particularly sporty, but 
it's a lot better built than the Swift's and is the most 
spacious here, too. Equipment levels aren't exactly 
brilliant, however, while the radio is fiddly to operate. 


YOU get what you pay for with the MINI. Its retro dash 
design and rows of switches aren't loved by everyone, 
but it's the attention to detail which is really impressive. 
Rear space is a little tight, though, and the boot is small. 


THE cabin is the Suzuki's Achilles heel. There's nothing 
wrong with the simple layout and range of equipment, 
but all the plastics are hard to the touch and it feels a 
class below the MINI'S. Space is a bit better, however. 



THE Ford finished 52nd in our Driver Power 2015 
satisfaction survey, which is good considering it's been 
around for a few years now. Build quality let it down, but 
road handling shone (14th). Reliability impressed, too. 


WHILE the latest MINI impressed in Driver Power 2015, 
finishing ninth, this previous-generation car disappointed 
slightly, coming down in 145th - although age played a 
part. The Cooper's 1.6-litre engine is generally reliable. 


THE Suzuki Swift is 10 years old now, so a 139th-place 
finish in Driver Power 2015 isn't a bad performance. 
Mechanically, the car is sound, but build quality is 
poor inside - rattles and squeaks can be common. 
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aguri 


Dimensions: W:110mm x H:70mm x D:12mm 


a 




Is this the simplest sat nav 

Road test a GT430 sat nav for yourself with our FREE 14-day trial. 

With the latest ‘Here’ mapping the new GT430 will get you to your destination and back again without any 
fuss. Included as standard with FREE lifetime maps, FREE lifetime speed traps & FREE lifetime speed 
limits. Simply choose either UK or full European mapping and start enjoying stress free journeys. 


Pre loaded with everything you’ll need and 
ready to use when it arrives 

Just open the box, take out the unit, input an 
address and away you go. Programming a route 
is simple, using the bright 4.3” full colour touch 
screen. Use either full postcode or search 
by street or town and your unit will take you 
straight to the door. Super slim and all housed in 
a sleek black casing. The GT430 has a built-in 
rechargeable back up battery. 

Designed for those who don’t have a 
computer as well as those who do 

The GT430 is really simple to use and comes with 
the latest street level navigation and a choice of 
full colour map displays. These easy to use sat 
nav guides you turn by turn to your destination 
and also alert you to speed traps and shows the 
speed limit of the road you’re travelling on. You 
can update the unit by returning it to us or update 
it via the internet if you prefer. 


Safer navigation with junction view & ‘safe 
drive’ lane guidance 

Aguri’s intelligent routing is enhanced with 
junction view. The lane guidance software gives 
you clear instructions. Showing you, in advance, 
the most appropriate lane[s] to take. 

Road test a GT430 sat nav for yourself with 
our FREE no obligation 14-day trial 

Simply call us today and try an GT430 sat nav for 
yourself. When you call we will take your name, 
address, phone number and the card details 
you’d like to use to pay if you keep your sat nav 
after the trial. If you choose not to keep the Aguri 
that’s fine. Simply return it to us and pay nothing. 



Simple Menu Lane Guidance 


£50 and receive FREE DELIVERY when you order direct today 




GT430 EU : * SAVE E50 * 4uto Eipreit Special offer price £149,00 


Call 0345 505 3033 now and start your free 14 day trial 

Quote ref. ae0915 


THIS EXCLUSIVE 
AUTO EXPRESS READER 
SPECIAL OFFER INCLUDES: 


FREE Lifetime Map Updates 


FREE Lifetime Speed Limits 


FREE Lifetime Speed Traps 


Each GT430 is supplied ready to use 
with screen bracket, dash mount, in car 
charger cable and quick start instructions. 


The GT430 UK covers the UK & Ireland. 

The GT430 EU cover the UK, Ireland & Europe. 

Technical: 0345 230 7077 




The GT430 UK covers the UK and Ireland. The GT430 EU cover the UK, Ireland and Europe. Map and speed limit updates are issued in March and November. Speed camera updates on a daily basis when applicable. 

GT430 sat navs are covered by Aguri’s extended 18 month warranty. Returns should be sent by a secure method that provides a proof of delivery to our Newton Abbot office. Hamilton Direct Ltd, Carriage House, Forde Close, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4EY. © Hamilton Direct Ltd 2015 Technical: 0345 230 7077 or admin@hamiltondirect.co.uk 
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High-quality 
materials give 
cabin smart look 


(3 

Audi Q3 

49.6mpg (official) 
£70 fill-up 




Xl's low driving 
position adds a 
sporty feel inside 

o 

BMW XI 

51.3mpg (official) 
£67 fill-up 


Audi Q3 2.0 TDIS line 

Years: 2011 to date Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl, 138bhp 
Insurance grou p: 18 Econ/CQ 2 : 50mpg/14 9g /km 
Why? Q3 offers high-riding appeal of an SUV with 
the drive, quality and practicality of a saloon. 

Prices from: £10/495 




BMW XI xDrive18d 

Years: 2010 to 2015 Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl, 141bhp 
Insurance gro up: 22 Econ/CQ 2 : 51mpg/144g/km 
Why? XI is a quirky-looking crossover with a sporty 
drive, plus it represents decent second-hand value. 

Pri ces from: £8,750 


THE Audi Q3 hit the market at the perfect 
time, with buyers keen on the idea of a small 
premium crossover. The car is slightly better 
proportioned than the BMW XI despite the 
rear overhang. It also offers a nicer cabin with 
superb build quality and a logical layout. 

It’s less sporty than its rival, but practicality 
is on its side with a slightly bigger boot and 
more interior space. On the road, it’s less 
focused to drive than the XI, yet that has its 
positives. While the 2.0-litre diesel is a bit 
noisier and feels less punchy - despite similar 
figures - it’s a smooth and refined cruiser. 

However, the free-feeling steering and 
slightly looser body control don’t inspire 
confidence like the BMW, although the 
more comfortable ride is a trade-off 
worth having. Overall, the Q3 strikes 
a better balance than its German rival. 

The Q3 placed an excellent 14th in our 
Driver Power 2015 satisfaction survey, with 
owners praising its build quality and reliability. 



Q3's 1/365-litre maximum boot 
space is 15 litres up on the Xl'S/ 
while car is a composed cruiser 


I Audi Q3 

AUDI has convincingly won the 
small premium crossover battle. 
The Q3 isn’t quite as sharp to 
drive as the XI, but it’s more 
practical, usable, reliable and 
comfortable, with a nicer cabin. 



BMW has the same 420-litre 
load capacity as the Audi; ride 
is stiff yet steering is balanced 


2 BMW XI 

BMW’S XI can’t quite match the 
Audi despite more impressive 
handling. Build quality is a little 
suspect in places, while the ride 
is too firm and it’s not practical 
enough for a crossover. 


BMW also stormed the crossover market early 
with its XI, which was designed as a high-riding, 
rugged small SUV. But the styling is divisive and 
looks out of proportion - an issue BMW has 
addressed with the Mk2 (driven on Page 30). 

Inside, though, the first-generation XI feels 
a lot like the 3 Series on which it’s based, and 
even gets a sporty, low-down driving position. 
Unfortunately, some of the materials don’t meet 
expectations, and while boot capacity isn’t far 
behind the Q3’s, legroom is tight in the back. 

Drive the XI, and you can clearly feel 
BMW’s sporting pedigree. The steering is well 
balanced - if a touch too heavy at low speeds 
- and body control is good, which combines 
with a willing diesel engine to make the car 
engaging. It’s a shame it isn’t as refined as 
the Audi, while the ride is simply too stiff on 
anything other than the smallest wheels. 

The XI also finished a lacklustre 101st in 
our Driver Power 201 5 survey, with owners 
critical of its ride and ease of driving. 
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FREE ValetPRO Dragon's 
Breath wheel dean kit 


when you subscribe to Auto Express 


Subscribe to Auto Express today and save 48% on the shop price. 
Enjoy the latest motoring news delivered to your door each week, 
and well send you an exclusive welcome gift! 


YOUR FREE GIFT 

VbtetPRO Dragon’s Breath is a specialist 
pH neutral wheel cleaner designed to 
dean dirome and polished rims. A truly 
amazing product, Dragon’s Breath safely 
and effectively cleans painted and metal 
surfaces, drawing out contamination 
and leaving your wheels spotless. 

Comes with this NEW and ultra 
soft, chemical resistant ValetPRO 
wheel brush - not yet released! 

Don't miss out, get yours 
FREE with Auto Express TODAY 
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YOUR GREAT 

SUBSCRVTION OFFER 

■ FREE SOflml Oregon's Breath wheel cleaner 
« NEW uttn ttrft wheel brush 

■ FREE delivery of every issue 

■ Save 48% on your subscription 

■ All the latest news, read test* & ■ 

delivered to your door each week 
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DRAGON'S BREATH 




SOUmie 


order online: dennisitiags.co.iik/aiitoexpress 


CALL NOW: 0844 844 0026 quotfng offer code 

Calls vrill cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge. 


P1390P or complete the form overleaf 


Subscription Older Form 

J YU! PleiH start my subscription to Auto txp«ii and send nw mry FR£E ValetPRO 1 

Dragon a Sruth wfml eta wi kit If I choose not to continue my ^description after my trial period 
I will miss out on the UK's biggest «r news weekly and a 4 8% saving on the shop price. 

a I am an existing subscriber, Please extend my subscription with this offer. 


YOUR DETAILS 



DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENT 

□ Just £19.99 every 0 Issues {Save 48X on the shop price) 


SAVE 

4ft*/ 


InsirucTion ig your Mnfc or Building $otiffytQ pay by Chief Debit 
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RETURN TO HtEEPOST RLZS-ETGT-OCZIt Atlto Express Subscriptions, 

800 Gullbri Avc* Kent Sdcnn SHtingbourw M£9 8GU imm? 

Gifts » llmftod Is first JED o nitn. PIum allow Zfl dtyi for 'ieWry JK only. Thu offw «■ benttod Id one per household. 
Aherns** (ft maybe hpp W wHLEh rhtetou tew yoi# mjaenpuan drtNh antae n Nwipl^Mip fa u I 


at ANTtmw na MankjjttjUeg rr.uk ly 


Auto Express Print editkm quota offer code; R139QP 




H NEW CAR PRICES 



MOW OUR GUIDE WORKS 

PERFORMANCE This Is the manufacturers 
claimed KcetenflkM dm* fur a car r and is 
measured From Q'fiOmph orO-62mph 
[O-lQCPkph), in seca nets. 

ECONOMY AND EMISSIONS; The combined 
cycle economy and emissions figures in 
miles per gallon end grams per kilometre erf 
C02, Figures are recorded in regulated 
tests, but may not be representative of 
actual efficiency In everyday driving. 


Spotted an error? Email; dean_glbson^dennis,co,uk 


INSURANCE Group rating as quoted by the 
Association of British Insurers, 

WARRANTY: By each manufacturer's name 
IS the basic warranty period In months for 
mechanicals, corrosion and paintwork. 

LIST PRICE This Is the onrfhe-road 
figure and includes VAT. delivery tn dealer, 
12 months' road tw, number plates and 
the first registrallan fee Electric cars 
Include the Government's Plug-in Qtf Grant, 


WILL IT FTTT Is your garage big enough? £Xir 
measurements show the length and width 
of Each model, but remember estate and 
performance Variants may be bigger. 
DRIVER POWER POSITION; Auto Express’* 
survey canvasses results from tens of 
thousands of motori sts. Models are rated 
by drivers, then ranked against others on 
sale in the UK from one to 100. The lower 
the number, the higher the score, 
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For car insurance you can rely on call 0800 404 8724 ^counter C h urC hiu" 
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Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 


Seven seats. 

Because styLe should 
never be cramped. 



The all-new Audi Q7 S line quattro 

from £625 per month* Includes: 

► 20 " alloy wheels 

► 7 seats (third row electrically folding) 

► All-weather LED headlights 


audLco.uk/offers 

Business users only with Contract Hire.* 

Official fuel consumption figures for the alt-new Audi Q7 S line 
3.0 TD1 quattro 272P5 tiptronic in mpg 0/1 00km): Urban 
44.1 (6.4), Extra Urban 50,4 (5.6), Combined 47.9 (5,9). COa 
emissions: 153g/km, Standard EU Test figures for comparative 
purposes and may not reflect real driving results. ‘At the and otth* 

agreement Dm vehkl* and owrttnNp rights will sta? with Audi Flrwtca. Ttm VAT and 

initial ranul Business nun only Baud on the ati-n*w Audi 07 S Una 3.0 TO! quattro 272P5 
Elptronk. Baud on 3 yean. 10 r 000 m ties per annum. Contract Mire agreement with in 
hftial wi tM of £3.750 00 fpluj VAT) 6p (plus VAT) per mile tPttsi mi .cage charge] apply. 
Dfftr available for vehicles ordered between 1 October 2015 and 31 December 1015 from 
participating Centres. Offer may be varied or withdrawn it any time. Further changes may be 
payable when vehicle n relumed, uibjecl in the contract fair waa^ and tear guidelines and 
mileage. VAT payable at the prevailing rat*. Flnanc* subject to status . Available to IBs and over. 
Subject to availability Prices quoted and tjumples shown are coned at time of publication 
(September 201 SJ and do not tike into accoun: any variation to government La mm or charges 
arising after the date of pubt cation Terms and conditions apply. Freepost Audi finance 
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*4ZERO 

GPS & Laser/Radar Speed Camera Detector 



1 in 5 drivers have been caught speeding and there are 
currently over 5,1 00 active speed cameras within the UK, 

Alerting you to dll fixed and mobJte speed traps, Snooper 42ERO is an 
all encompassing, sleek and portable speed camera detector It uses 
Itw most advanced GF5 technology to accurately alert you when you 
are in the presence of ' , fi«ecT speed traps such as Gatso and Truvclo 
cameras. This also includes SPECs average speed cameras, that are 
often (bond through motorway road works. 

The highly sensitive laser detector is designed to alert you to all types 
of mobile laser gun. With Snooper s laser detection now being more 
accurate than ever, you now get longer detection ranges and more 
advanced pre -warnings. Ptuv the sophisticated radar detector can pick 
up scatter from GaEso cameras and handheld radar guns, providing 
advance warnings of their position. 


Key Features 

Alerts to new steatth cameras 
seen on Top Gear. 

Fixed GPS speed trap database” 
Extended detect ton range 
Laser/Padar alerts 
Windscreen Of 
Dash mounted 
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Halfords Customer 
Comments 

"Warn i ng 5 are bang on" ”V 

happygolLK hy 1650. Coaivitit ^ 

''Good Tool For the Price* 

BrettSp, Soulh Ybrfeihire 

" 4 Zero is brilliant, brilliant, brilliant!!!!* 

bobritru*. K^dincji 


Now Only 

£149.99 


Buy yours today at your local Halfords store 
or online at www.halfords.co.uk 


SNOOPER 

www.snooper.co.uk 
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Plug-in Diesel Upgrades 

40% more POWER 
20% better ECONOMY! 
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Winter wheel and tyre packages 
to suit all budgets 
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ML All the action from the world of motorsport 



Button headed for retirement? 


McLaren talks underway 
Hints of future WEC drive 


L 


Stephen Errity 

Stephen_Errity@dennis.co.uk 


9 


JENSON Button’s 16-year Formula One 
I career could be over at the end of this 
season. The 35-year-old Brit, who won the 
driver’s championship in 2009, hinted he 
was looking at a future beyond FI during 
last weekend’s Japanese Grand Prix. 

Button’s current team McLaren holds 
an option on his services for 2016 and 
talks between the two parties were said 
to be ongoing last weekend. Button also 
told the media he was uninterested in 
driving for another squad, such as the 
new-for-2016 American outfit Haas. 

“If I’m in FI, it’ll be with this team,” he 
said. “I’ve had some tough times here, but 
I’ve a lot of respect for the whole team and 
Honda. I don’t thinkthere’s any point in 
looking at a smaller start-up programme.” 

At the previous race in Singapore, Button 
indicated this season had tested his love 
for FI, saying: “The joy of being in the car 
is only there if you’re fighting at the front 
and feel like you’re achieving something.” 

Some reports suggested that Button 
would announce his retirement in Japan - 
a country he has close links with through 
his wife Jessica Michibata - but he instead 
told reporters that talks with McLaren were 
ongoing. “We’re in good talks, the team and 
myself, that’s it,” he said. “There are many 
possibilities of what could happen.” 

McLaren is keen to retain Button, whose 
many years of experience would be useful 
as the team looks to improve its 2015 form. 

“Jenson is a fantastic guy and a big part 
of our family,” said chief operating officer 
Jonathan Neale. “We want him to stay, but 



McLaren's poor 2015 form has 
Button thinking about his 
future career beyond FI 
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"Button's seat would 
likely be filled by GP2 
star Stoffel Vandoorne" 


if your driver really doesn’t want to be in 
the team, then you have to respect that.” 

Button later added he’d be keen to join 
the World Endurance Championship, plus 
he’s hinted at forming a World Rallycross 
team. Should he move on from FI, his seat 
would most likely be filled by Belgian GP2 
star Stoffel Vandoorne, whose career has 
been backed by McLaren for several seasons. 


Peugeot's Dakar challenger is go 


PEUGEOT Sport has unveiled a new, larger 
version of its 2008 DKR off-road racer as it 
ramps up for January’s 2016 Dakar rally. 

The latest evolution of the two-wheel- 
drive machine is longer, wider, lower and 
more powerful than before, with many 
improvements made under the skin, too. 

Peugeot Sport director Bruno Famin said: 
“There isn’t one big change that we’ve 
made: instead, it has been a series of small 
evolutions in different areas, which we 
hope will amount to overall improvement.” 

Peugeot’s 2015 Dakar driving squad of 
Carlos Sainz, Stephane Peterhansel and 
Cyril Despres have all been testing the car. 

Sainz said: “The potential is much, much 
bigger than it was at this time last year and 
reliability has been solid. I feel optimistic.” 


NEXTSTEP 

Upgraded 2008 
aims to grab 
first Dakar win 
for Peugeot 
since 1990 



Kia launches 
rallycross Rio 

KIA will make its World Rallycross debut 
at the Italian round of the series, which 
takes place in Franciacorta next month. 

Former Mitsubishi World Rally driver 
Gigi Galli is set to take the wheel of 
a heavily modified version of the 
company’s Rio supermini (below). 

“I’m delighted to be back in World 
RX,” said Galli, who entered last year’s 
Italian round. “Our aim is not to win - 
just to show how hard we’ve worked.” 
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After 20 years in the US, GM's 
OnStar technology is finally 
hitting the UK streets via Vauxhall. 
Alphrtook it for atest drive and 
discovered it isn't just about 
convenience: this tech could 
genuinely save your life. Visit 
alphr.com/cars for the full story 
and a fresh take on car tech. 
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Back chat 

loin the debate now... www.autoexpress.co.uk/opinion 


HONESTLY can’t remember the last 
time I drove a mainstream all-new 
model that was badly designed, unsafe, 
poor performing or unreliable. The 
hundreds I’ve driven over the last couple of 
years have started and stopped impressively. 

Each one has eagerly negotiated every 
bend, hill or tricky surface I’ve subjected 
it to. None has left me feeling unsafe. 

In terms of comfort, flexibility and 
cost-effectiveness, all have been admirable. 

Pure electric cars aside, I haven’t been left 
stranded and, overall, I’d rate state-of-the-art 
petrol or diesel vehicles good to great. Put 
another way, although there is such a thing 
as a bad car, there’s no such a thing as a 
bad new (ie latest generation) internal 
combustion-engined car in showrooms today. 

The prospective buyer now knows (thanks 
to NCAP and the like) how safe the vehicle 
he or she is considering will be. It’ll look the 
part - to his or her eyes, at least. And in terms 
of its driving prowess, it’ll sit somewhere 
between A and B - acceptable and brilliant. A 
combination of Auto Express tests and brief 
test drives via franchised dealerships is the 
essential icing on the cake. Whether paying 
a basic price of sub-£iok or £iook-plus, that new car will be right. 

So, with all this in mind, it’s the optional extras that buyers need 
to think about more carefully than ever. Too often they don’t. Big 
mistake. What we’re talking here is transforming the right car 
into an extra-special car. Initially, I decided that the £10,000 worth 
of options on the Audi Q7 1 drove to Germany and back in atrocious 
conditions earlier this month couldn’t possibly be justified. 

But carefully considered items such as improved wheels and tyres, 
adaptive air-suspension, a rearview camera, a driver’s memoty 
function for seats etc all combined to undoubtedly improve my safety 
and security levels on roads battered by unusually vicious weather. 

Not so long ago, I’d have baulked at a £600 price tag for Audi’s 
Virtual Cockpit - a foot-long, CinemaScope-like secondary sat- 
nav display perfectly located behind the wheel. But it’s a small 
price to pay for such a brilliant and safety-enhancing driver aid. 

Next time I shop for a new car I’ll be reminding myself that its interior 
is as important - if not more so - than its exterior, or the engine. You 
should do the same. If only for the sake ofyour safety and security. 

Do you agree with Mike? 

G Have your say at facebook.com/autoexpress @The_Rutherford 




Mike 

Rutherford 


Motoring's most outspoken and 
opinionated columnist sounds off 


It's optional extras 

that buyers need to 

think about more 

carefully than ever. 

Too many don't, and 

that's a big mistake 
_ U 
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In association with Warrantywise 


■ TESTED 



Astra vs rivals 


Vauxhall's new hatchback goes head-to-head 
with class-leading SEAT Leon and Ford Focus 



Top winter tyres 

Which should you fit to your car to get you 
through worst of the weather? We reveal all 


News "i Product tests 
A Drives Features & Sport 

on sale m 

Wednesday 7 October 

Contents are subject to change 

www.autoexpress.co.uk 



WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE CAR 


REPAIR BILLS? 

X 



If your car goes wrong you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not to 
mention the hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor for 
days, or even weeks on end. 


An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of 
mind when your car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards 
travel expenses as well as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to any 
VAT registered garage in the UK or Europe for repairs! 


Prices start from just £19 per month. 

Best of all its been designed by motoring 
consumer champion, Quentin Willson. 


Des-Qicd by Quentin Wlllaon 


MONgY 

back 


POSITIVE 

feedback 


AWARD 

WINNING 


QUENTIN VIDEO GUIDE 


Watch as motoring expert, Quentin Willson, 
explains the benefits of a used car warranty. 


THEO IS WARRANTY WISE 


Warrantywise are delighted that Theo Paphitis has 
done the wise thing and protected his jaw-dropping 
Maybach with a Warrantywise warranty. 


Read the full article at: www.warrantywise.co.uk/theo 


Watch Quentin’s Guide 

warrantywise.co.uk/guide 


Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at the time of printing. 


Get a Quote Online 

warrantywise.co.uk 


Varrantywise 




or call us on Freephone 0800 121 4770 


Simply the Best in the Business 






DS prefers TOTAL 
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DS AUTOMOBILES 


SPIRIT OF 
AVANT-GARDE 


NEVER APOLOGISE FOR YOUR POWER, 
INTELLIGENCE OR EFFICIENCY. 

DS3 

WITH AWARD WINNING PURETECH TURBO 
ENGINE TECHNOLOGY 




www.driveDS.co.uk 



Official Gmemincm Fuel Consumption. Figures (Litres per 1 OOkm/MPG) and CO, emiutoos {g/km), Highest; DS 3 Ultra Prestige THP 165 S&S 6 Speed manual; Urban 
7.1/39.8, Extra Urban 4.6/61.4, Combined 5.6/50.4, 129 g/km CO s . Lowest; DS 3 DStyLe BtueHDi 100 S6c5 manual: Urban 3. 8/74.3, Extra Urban 3.2/88.3, 
Combined 3.4/83. 1 „ 87 g/km CO*. MPG figures are achieved under official ELI test conditions, intended ai a guide fix comparative purposes on^, and may not reflect 

actual oirtbe-ruad driving conditions. 



